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Clothed as a Man Again! 


E stood before us, an old 

and lonely man. He was 
one of Europe’s countless 
refugees. His hands trembled 
and words failed him as we 
placed in his hands a parcel 
of clothing. His eyes filled 
with tears as he took out the 
coat, the suit, and the shoes 
and began to put them on. 
They were the first new 
clothes that he had had in 
many a long year. He kept 
putting the coat on and off 
from time to time until he 
finally convinced himself 
that the new clothes really 
belonged to him. For years 
he had been clothed as a 
beggar—that day he stood 
before us CLOTHED AS 
A MAN AGAIN! 

In another refugee camp a 
woman greeted us at the 
door of the barracks with 
sorrowful face and _ these 
tragic words, “YOU HAVE 
COME TOO LATE!” She 
had -previously written us 
that her husband was in 
great need of medicine, food, 
and clothes. That day we ar- 
rived bringing these necessi- 
ties with us, but we learned 
that her husband had been 
dead eight days. For years he 
had kept fighting to survive, but weak in body, he was 
taken ill with pneumonia and a heart attack. As we 
placed the medicine, food, and clothing on the table, 
the woman fondly handled a pair of woollen socks. 
“To think,” she said as she fought back the tears, “my 
husband’s feet were always cold, for his blood was so 
thin, and he longed for a pair of woollen socks.” We 
stood there feeling so helpless and did our best to com- 
fort the broken hearted wife. Our help in this instance 
arrived too late for her husband, but ‘we were able to 
provide her with physical and spiritual comfort in her 
time of sorrow and bereavement. 

In Bavaria, Germany, there lives a dear widow, a 
faithful follower of Jesus Christ. Her husband had 
died in a Russian prison camp and like tens of thou- 
sands of others she had to struggle to provide for her- 
self and her three children on a pension of $15.00 a 
month. That day when we visited her in the refugee 
camp, she had awakened with a sinking heart, knowing 
that she had only enough in the house for a meager 
breakfast. Courageously she kept repeating to herself, 
“I trust in God and He has never failed.” When lunch- 
time approached, she lit the fire and prepared some 

‘herbal tea, for that was all she had. Just at that mo- 
ment we knocked on the door of her room and in the 
name of God’s people we gave to her a large CARE 





Help us to reach the many thousands of refugees 
in Europe, both young and old, who so desper- 
ately need our help. 


parcel GOD HAD AGAIN 
PROVEN HIS FAITHFUL- 
NESS. HELP HAD AR- 
RIVED IN TIME! 

The European Evangelis- 
tic Crusade seeks to bring 
physical relief wherever it 
can to such needy families, 
and above all, it brings hope 
and salvation to the despair- 
ing through the message of 
the Saviour’s love. Anxiously 
the refugees of Europe ask 
themselves daily, “What is 
our destiny? What is the pur- 
pose to our lives?”’ We can- 
not ignore their desperate 
plight and we know that 
God is able to supply the 
physical and spiritual needs 
of these people who for so 
long have lived under such 
unhappy circumstances. 

We need your help so that 
we can present the crucified 
and risen Christ to these 
needy, downtrodden, and 
brokenhearted people. May 
God challenge you with this 
opportunity to bring joy and 
future happiness to these 
people who, frustrated and 
lonely, facing a bleak future, 
will find the love of Christ 
through your kindness to- 
ward them. We must do 
something NOW to give them hope through the mes- 
sage of Christ’s love, together with immediate physical 
and spiritual help. 


PLEASE SEND ALL GIFTS AND CORRESPOND- 
ENCE TO: 


(SAVE EUROPE’S REFUGEES) 

Rev. Douglas G. Stewart, 

Director for North America 

EUROPEAN EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE, INC. 
Member Mission 1.F.M.A. 

811 Westview Street, Philadelphia 19, Pa., U.S.A. 


to help meet the urgent need of Europe’s refugees, assuring 
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Children’s Beds Don’t Last Forever 


—even in our Orphanage 


A Report by 
Rev. Spros ZopHtATes, Th.B., M.A. 
General Secretary, American Mission to Greeks, Inc. 


A letter came from the Director of our orphanage 
in Katerini, Macedonia, and on the back of it there was 
a note from an American evangelist who traveled 
throughout Europe ministering in different countries. 
This is what he said: “Glad to be back here in Katerini. 
You should be proud of the work that you have done. I 
found no better in all Europe. It is worthy of all your 
support, and your contributors should be proud they are 
having a share in it.” He was referring to our orphanage 
work primarily and then to our Macedonian Bible Insti- 
tue, our children’s summer camp, and the Christian 
training given to hundreds of Greek children. In this 
article I just want to tell you about our orphanage. By 
the grace of God and through the help of God’s people 
we erected two buildings—the largest in Katerini, a 
Macedonian town of 35,000 people. It has cost us over 
$100,000 to erect and maintain them. I wish I could take 
you there to see for yourselves, but since I cannot, I shall 
allow Anna Hadjimanoli, one of the housemothers, to 
introduce you to 


MARO.LAZARIDOU 


Before — and After — 





—she came to our orphanage, the ONLY Evangelical 
orphanage in Greece. The pictures speak for them- 
selves. 


There are 400,000 orphans in Greece out of a pop- 
ulation of a little over 7,000,000. If the United States 
were to have the same proportion of orphan children, 
she would have a total of 8,000,000 orphans. Think of 
the challenge and need that confronts us! Writ@ and tell 
us that you would like to support a child in Greece. This 
will be the most rewarding missionary project that you 
could undertake. It will thrill you to have personal rela- 
tionship and direct contact with the child whom you will 
support. The blessing to your own heart will far out- 
weigh the financial responsibility which is $15 a month. 

. Mr. John Lazarides, the General Director of our or- 
phanage, has just sent us this message: “I want to assure 


you and all those who contribute for the orphanage that 
your labor of love has not been in vain. This institution 
has attracted the admiration of all, both friends and ene- 
mies. The cleanliness is absolute and the atmosphere is 
Christ-centered. Please permit me to mention a very: ur- 
gent and immediate need. The beds of the orphans are 
falling apart. We need to buy new ones, at a cost of $10 
for the bed and $8 for the mattress. Maybe there are 
Christians who would like to provide these for one or 
more of our orphans in the name of the One who had 
nowhere to lay His head, but who loved the little chil- 
oe in whose name the orphanage has been estab- 
lished.” 


You cannot imagine how many pathetic letters 
reach my desk day after day, people wishing us to render 
spiritual and material help. I want in closing to share 
with you 


A Letter About A 14-Year-Old Boy On The 
island Of Crete 


“I am writing this letter to you from the sanitarium 
of Canea on the Island of Crete. I am an old man suffer- 
ing from tuberculosis; however I am not writing for my- 
self but for a poor, forsaken. 14-year-old boy, Andrew 
Kountourakis, in this same sanitarium. 


“Andrew’s parents have nine other children. They 
are extremely poor and are trying to make a living by 
farming the rocks. Undernourishment and hard work on 
the farm ever since he was a little tot have caused An- 
drew to contract this horrible disease. He has a continual 
high fever and is constantly spitting blood. The public 
welfare is unable to help him and he will certainly die 
unless Christians come to his assistance. Because I know 
you are good Christians, I beg of you in the name of 
Him who gave His life to save us from our sins, to help 
this poor, uncared-for child. 


“He has gone all through the winter without a coat 
to wear. His shoes are made of rags. The doctors have 
great hope that they can save him if they are able to 
treat him with Streptomycin, Rimifon and PAS tablets. 
Unfortunately, these drugs are not free at this institution 
and his parents are too poor to buy them. I beg you, 
therefore, to send the drugs that will save his life. It is 
a pity for such a young child to die just because no one 
cares. I need medicine myself, but I am quite willing to 
die, if only help can be procured for this wonderful little 
boy. When I told him I was writing to you, he said, “Tell 
them I'll pray that the Lord will lead ‘them to help me.’ 
This is an opportunity for you, my beloved, to prove 
that you care just like our Lord. With gratitude,” 

A SPITALPORAKIS 


It was certainly wonderful of this old man to 
take such a compassionate interest.in this boy. To 
send Andrew the medicine will cost $35. We would 
also like to send him a clothing Y aagoon, 2 which will 
cost $6 to ship. And shall we do nothing for the 
old man? 

If you wish to help, please send your letters 
and contributions to the American Mission to 
Greeks, Inc., Dept. E, P.O. Box 423, New York 36, 
N. Y. 
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A LETTER 


TO OUR 


READERS 





Dear Reader: 


What has happened to Portable 


Church Services? Because so much 
has happened, it is probably a good 
time to bring our friends up to date. 


For many years Dr. Barnhouse 
had been convinced of the import- 
ance of a recorded service for rural 
areas. This conviction stayed with 
him, and in 1949, we began pilot 
work on the tape recorded services. 
After this department of the Foun- 
dation was launched, two things be- 
came quite evident: first, there is a 
definite need for recorded services 
but, second, the usage still requires 
an organization which is able to 
supply a certain minimum of on- 
the-spot supervision. 

The effort already put into this 
work has resulted in 1) a large sup- 
ply of complete services, Bible stud- 
ies, and sermons by outstandin 
men of this country and England, 
all available on rental basis through 
our Films and Recording Division; 
2) the launching of recorded serv- 
ices by several other organizations 
which have the on-the-spot super- 
vision necessary to make the pro- 
gram operate effectively. 

However, in addition to these 
direct results some very interesting 
effective side uses have been 
brought to our attention. Because 
of our purchase of a quantity of 
high quality but low-cost tape 
playing machines it has been possi- 
ble for missionaries working in Bra- 
zil to place these machines with 
radio stations and to receive in re- 
turn an opportunity to broadcast the 
gospel on free time (ETERNITY, 
June °55, p. 9). Lord willing, this 
interesting project is to be put into 
operation in other countries soon. 


At home, one church has taken 
six of these machines for use with 
shut-in members of the congrega- 
tion. Each week the church service 
is recorded and passed around to 
these shut-ins who deeply appreciate 
this personal contact with the 
church. 


As the pastor wrote us, “I recog- 
nize full well that they can hear a 
better sermon on the radio any time 


but there is something to listening 
to their church choir and to their 
own pastor that is meaningful to 
th ” 


One of the uses which has in- 
terested me most, however, is the 
use of this equipment on remote 
mission stations. It is very doubt- 
ful indeed if the average Christian 
at home, enjoying as he does all 
types of Bible messages, confer- 
ences, and fellowship of his choice, 
has the slightest idea how difficult 
it is for a lone missionary, isolated 
for months at a time from other 
missionaries, to continue his witness 
effectively without hearing a sermon 
or even the singing of a hymn by 
other voices. 


We have already supplied these 
machines (as funds at our disposal 
have made it possible) to a number 
of such isolated stations; we have 
received word that the Bible teach- 
ing is effective, and that the joyful 
note of well-loved hymns (faith- 
fully reproduced on tape) has help- 
ed give new strength and life to 
these messengers of the cross such 
as we at home cannot’ possibly ap- 





All these and other uses of the 
recorded message have resulted from 
Dr. Barnhouse’s original vision. We 
do not believe that the uses of re- 
corded messages have been exhaust- 
ed, either. We are happy that we 
have been of some small help to the 
church of Christ in its use of this 
medium. Where we can help you 
help others in this field, do write to 
us, addressing our Films and Re- 
cording Division. 





Eternity is published by the Evangelical Foundation, Inc., a non-profit 
corporation; Paul A. Hopkins, executive secretary 


2 Entered as second-class matter at the special rate of mailing at the Post Office at Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Not Bondage 
But Blessing 


by Howard W. Oursler 


The laws of God are for our good. We 
may ignore them. We may disobey them. 
But we do so to our own disadvantage. 
When we obey them, we are richly 
blessed. ' 

A man may say, “I will have nothing 
to do with the laws of health. I shall do 
what I like. No one is going to tell me 
how many hours a night I should sleep, 
what kinds of food I should eat, what I 
should do about exercise. I shall do as I 
please.” Such a man is a fool, and soon 
learns to his dismay that he cannot ig- 
nore or disobey the laws of health with- 
out serious consequences. 

On the other hand, a man may say, “I 
understand the laws of health, and I 
shall endeavor to observe them.” This 
man is wise and profits greatly from such 
a course of action. 

That which is true of physical law is 
true also of moral law. The great moral 
principles enunciated in the Ten Com- 
mandments have been woven into the 
laws of every civilized nation. Thou shalt 
not kill. Thou shalt not steal. Thou shalt 
not bear false witness. These are bene- 
ficial to human society. They are for 
our good. There are some who pay no 
attention to them. They care nothing for 
the laws of society. Such persons bring 
suffering upon themselves and upon 
others. But those who honor and obey 
these moral precepts bring happiness to 
themselves and others. 

There are spiritual laws which also 
are meant to be of blessing. For example, 
the Christian is called upon to “search” 
the Scriptures and to “study” the Scrip- 
tures. He is also commanded to assemble 
with the people of God in public wor- 
ship. He is told to pray without ceasing. 
There are those who ignore these spirit- 
ual laws. Or their attitude is, “I've got 
to read the Bible. I'll read as little as 
possible, and do it as quickly as possible, 
so that I shall be free from that duty 
for the day. I’ve got to pray, or some- 
thing terrible may happen to me, but I 
shall do it as briefly as I can. I’ve got to 
go to church, but I'll attend the mini- 
mum of services.” 

Such persons remain shriveled souls, 
spiritually immature and ignorant. On 
the other hand, there are those who 
gladly embrace every opportunity to en- 
gage in these pursuits. They know the 
blessing of the Lord. 

When will we learn that to yield our- 
selves to the will of God is not bondage 
but blessing? 
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NOW AND LATER 


The editors of ETERNITY present in 
this issue an article by Joseph T. Bayly, 
editor of His Magazine, official publica- 
tion of Inter-Varsity Christian Fellow- 
ship, and a veteran staff member of IV- 
CF. 

Ostensibly Joe Bayly has written a re- 
view of a book by Bernard Ramm but 
we feel that the issues dealt with make 
this article more than a routine book 
review. Indeed, some of the basic issues 
of the faith are frankly discussed in this 
full-length article. 

We believe Mr. Bayly is eminently 
qualified for the task of dealing with 
the many and complex issues that are 





treated in “The Christian View of Sci- 
ence and Scripture.” A seminary man, 
Joe Bayly has been actively engaged in 
dealing with the problems of the har- 
mony of science and the Scriptures on 
the campuses of the U. S. for many. years. 

Some may ask why we have used Dr. 
Ramm’s portrait on the cover in view 
of the fact that our review, in the main, 
is unfavorable. To this we reply simply 
that it is the policy of ETERNITY to use 
men of many backgrounds on the cover. 
For example, in recent months we have 


(Continued on page 36) 





THE EDITOR’S 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 





Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Editor of Eternity 


Aug. 7, 14, 21, Tenth Presbyterian 
Church, Philadelphia, Pa.; Aug. 1, 
8, 15, 22, 29, New York Bible Class, 
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, New 
York, N. Y.; Aug. 28, Tremont Tem- 
ple Baptist Church, Mass.; 
Aug. 29-Sept. 3, Sandy Cove, North- 
east, Md. 
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The Christian View of 





DR. BERNARD RAMM, author of one of the most 
controversial books that has appeared on the ev- 
angelical scene in many a day is director of grad- 
vate studies in religion at the noted Southern 
Baptist school, Baylor University, in Waco, Texas. 

A quiet, likable, scholarly type, Dr. Ramm is not 
a newcomer to the Christian scene although he is 
still a comparatively young man. Before being ap- 
pointed to his present post more than a year ago, 
he was associate professor of philosophy at Bethel 
College and Theological Seminary in St. Paul, 
Minn. Earlier he was on the faculties of the Los 
Angeles Baptist Theological Seminary and the 
Bible Institute of Los Angeles. 

He received his bachelor of arts degree from the 
University of Washington, his bachelor of divinity 
from Eastern Baptist Seminary, and his master of 
arts and doctor of philosophy from the University 
of Southern California. In the last few years Dr. 
Ramm has produced books in the fields of hermen- 
eutics and apologetics. He has reviewed a number 
of books for ETERNITY. 

His latest work is being heatedly discussed by 
leaders in evangelical work across the nation. 
While ETERNITY has not dealt favorably to the 
work reviewed here, the editors recognize Dr. 
Ramm’s place in the ranks of Christian scholarship. 


Difficulty is miracle in its first stage 





(Inherit the Wind) began what promises to be a long 

run. Several months earlier a book was published which 
will probably have a much longer run—a book which would 
possibly have made the Scopes trial unnecessary if it had 
appeared in 1925, and if it had represented Christian 
opinion at that time. Some day this book may be considered 
a landmark of changed attitudes among evangelical Christ- 
ians toward evolution and science and, conceivably, toward 
the Bible itself. 


That book is Bernard Ramm’s The Christian View of 
Science and Scripture (Eerdmans. 1954. $4.00). 

It is not that Christians have suddenly changed their 
minds since Dr. Ramm’s book appeared. Rather, this book 
is a sort of Beard’s An Economic Interpretation of the Con- 
stitution in significance and portent, stating views which 
have been current among Christian scholars (both in the- 
ology and science) for the past decade, but now spelled out 
on the printed page for the whole church to consider. 

A sore point with some reviewers has been that definite 
article in Dr. Ramm’s title (“more accurately titled One 
Christian’s View of Science and Scripture,’ Sunday School 
Times; “. . . anyone who labels his own view the, and 
therefore the only ‘Christian view of science and Scripture’ 
is letting his words outrun his knowledge”—Christian Cen- 
tury). 

But the very fact that the definite article was used seems 
to indicate that the book was intended as a definitive work. 
In general the book does represent the view, delineated but 
not originated by Dr. Ramm, which is accepted by a sizable 
segment of the (Christian) American Scientific Affiliation. 

That this is no strange new view is further indicated by 
the enthusiasm of various reviewers for the book (Wilbur 
M. Smith: “an epochal work; the most important discussion 
of the problems . . . that has appeared in this country in 
the last fifty years; truly masterful study”). The book has 


Ree a Broadway play based upon the Scopes trial 


had a cool reception in some quarters (Presbyterian Guard- . 


ian, Concordia Theological Monthly, Sunday School Times), 
but the general reaction has been a warm embrace. Accom- 


‘panying the embrace seems to be a’sigh of relief that the 


lonely quarter-century of identification with William Jen- 
nings Bryan, Harry Rimmer, George McCready Price, e¢ al. 
is now ended. Christians have come of age in science; a 
corner as important as the acceptance of the Copernican 
system has been rounded. And so the nineteenth century’s 
“noble tradition” of the compatibility of science and the 
Bible has been exhumed from its grave (where it was 
“buried . . . [by] a narrow evangelical Biblicism and the 
Plymouth Brethren theology,” according to Dr. Ramm.)* 
Evangelical Christians are indebted to Dr. Ramm for 
saying a number of things that have needed to be said, and 
for saying them plainly. This book demonstrates that most 
of today’s Christians have as much respect as non-Christians 
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Science and Scripture 


A CRITICAL REVIEW OF BERNARD RAMM’S BOOK 


for true science and about as little respect for pseudo- 
science. The days when evangelical. Christians may have 
been identified with intellectual hara-kiri are as dead as 
the teaching that Mussolini was the beast of Revelation. 


Then, too, for any Christians who may have had lingering 
doubts, this book clearly shows that the Bible is not dis- 
paraged when we admit that postulational science does not 
proceed from it. 

Careful documentation and outlining characterize this 
book.’ Someone has criticized .the fact that Dr. Ramm’s 
strongest bibliographical material comes from the late 
nineteenth century. However, this criticism certainly seems 
unfair, for it is not Dr. Ramm’s fault that there has been 
such a dearth of material in the first half of the twentieth 
century. This shows only the need for this book. One can 
only wonder at the concentration of a man who can write 
four major works in about the same number of years, car- 
rying on a full teaching schedule at the same time (Dr. 
Ramm is head of the religion department at Baylor Univer- 
sity; prior to this appointment he headed the department 
of philosophy at Bethel College, and taught at the Bible 
Institute of Los Angeles). 

Dr. Ramm’s concept that God is not merely first cause, 
but “world-ground” for all creation is one of the book’s 
refreshing viewpoints. 

Certainly the book is an encouragement to further 
thought and writing on the subject and tends to develop 
intellectual maturity among Christians. Can any of us be 
other than thankful that we live in a day of facing up to 
realities, especially in the household of God? Such an atti- 
tude as is revealed by Dr. Ramm (“We may have been 
wrong in some of our interpretations, and if we have let’s 
admit it and change them”) is one of the most hopeful 
signs in contemporary American evangelicalism. But such 
a day as this is not without its danger; after clearing away 
the ramshackle structures of erroneous interpretation, we 
must be careful in building our new structure that we do 
not shift our foundation from the rock beneath. 

On what basis does the author reconcile the Bible and 
science in a world of automation and Salk serum, rockets, 
and the atomic clock? 

The key to his reconciliation is probably found in Dr. 
Ramm’s distinction between the “cultural” and “transcul- 








By Joseph T. Bayly 


Editor, HIS Magazine, Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship 


tural” elements of the Bible. “Whatever in Scripture is in 
direct reference to natural things is most likely in terms of 
the prevailing cultural concepts . . . whatever is directly ° 
theological or didactic is most likely transcultural.’”* 

Time is one example of a cultural concept, given by the 
author. By modern chronological standards ‘the Biblical 
cycles of seasons, phases of the moon, etc. are far from pre- 
cise.* Another example is the “physiological psychology” of 
the Bible (heart, bowels, etc.) In other words, Dr. Ramm 
attempts to show that in phenomenal matters pertaining to 
nature, the Hebrews were children of their times. 

An objection may be raised to considering seasons and 
evenings and phases of the moon as strictly cultural. These ° 
terms still have completely understandable meaning to us in 
the scientific twentieth century. Today we also employ 
terms which have specific, well-defined meaning in usage 
rather than in etymological sources. That we speak of 
“venting our spleen” doés not mean’ that we believe in a 
physiological school of psychology. Nor, to this reviewer, 
does it seem that David should be accused of presenting a 
physiological psychology when he said, “The Lord is-nigh 
unto them that are of a broken heart.” 

Why is it necessary to distinguish between the cultural 
and the transcultural? Seemingly, to explain supposed er- 
rors of (prescientific) fact. while retaining the theological 
concepts in an error-less condition. If this conclusion seems 
too harsh, observe that Dr. Ramm does not accept the fol- 
lowing statement by Francis Pieper, “But remember: when 
Scripture incidentally treats a scientific subject, it is always 
right, let ‘science’ say what it pleases; for ‘all Scripture is 
given by inspiration of God.’” 

“Francis Pieper,” says Dr. Ramm, “is so strict in his view 
of inspiration that he makes no room for the cultural, and 
so makes too much of the cultural binding.’”’* 

Dr. Ramm further states, “We must realize precisely what 
the Bible says and cannot say; and what science says and 
cannot say.”* Explicitly here, as implicitly elsewhere in the 
book, Dr. Ramm seems to have adopted an a priori assump- 
tion not only that the Bible does not, but that it cannot 
speak on certain matters. We infer that those matters are 
considered to be exclusively in the domain of science. 

Such a view seems to remove any hope of discovering har- 

(Continued on page 44) 
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SELF-DECEIT 


The Bible has a great deal to say 
about self-deceit. There can be no doubt 
that there are multitudes who are living 
their lives in this dangerous state of de- 
lusion. There are conceited Christians 
who can readily recognize the blindness 
of the Pharisees, and there are Pharisees 
who can readily recognize the conceit 
of the professipg Christian. And these 
latter often are quick to recognize the 
failings of each other even while remain- 
ing blind to their own failures. 

There is a natural tendency of the 
human heart to make concessions for 
the evils that are in one’s own life. What 
psychology has come to call “rationaliza- 
tion” is all too often a frequent mental 
process among professed believers. It is 
even possible for the human heart to 
think of something that is really an evil 
as though it were a virtue. God has pro- 
nounced terrible woes upon such (Isa. 
5:20). 

There are some professing Christians 
who will face terrible surprises at the 
judgment bar of God. They will think 
that they, practically, have the right to 
claim Heaven as something that is their 
due, and will even argue with God that 
they have not neglected Him (Mt. 25: 
44). Any professing Christian who re- 
mains under the power of known sin, 
that he is allowing to rule in his life 
should know that his religion is vain 
(Jas. 1:26). In the day of judgment the 
Lord will disclaim any knowledge of 
him (Mt. 7:22, 23). God goes so far as to 
say that the desires of the heart that are 
not yielded to Him for crucifixion death 
will plunge into everlasting destruction 
the souls of those who walk in their lusts 
(Mt. 5:29, 30). 

These words are not written with the 
thought of discouraging those who are 


truly sincere, and who wish to walk in 
the way of truth, but to put every soul 
upon his guard, and especially to bring 
to serious self-examination all who think 
that all is well with them. For “the hypo- 
crites in heart heap up wrath” (Job 
36:13), and “trembling will surprise 
them” (Isa. 33:14 Heb.) in the day of 
judgment. 

If, at this moment, you have read these 
words and have passed them off as just 
so many words, we believe you are in the 
most serious danger. If, however, at the 
end of the previous paragraph you were 
intently hushed before God, asking Him 
to search your heart, you may praise 
Him for the grace of truth in your deal- 
ings with Him. 


UNIMPORTANT DIVISIONS 


We may state it as.a positive Biblical 
fact—the Lord wants all who are true be- 
lievers in Christ to be together in spirit- 
ual oneness. We recognize that there are 
many divisions, and, perhaps, some that 
cannot be healed. But it is the Scriptural 
duty, the Christian duty, of every true 
believer to be joined to every other be- 
liever in every way that is possible. To 
separate one’s self from another believer 
without Biblical cause is a sin against 
the Holy Spirit who indwells all who 
have passed from death to life. 

When the leaders of churches of the 
whole earth were discussing various ques- 
tions at Evanston, I could not help not- 
ing that there was agreement on many 
very important things and disagreement 
on many unimportant things. For ex- 
ample, the churches that had bishops 
were adamant in working against any- 
thing that would undermine the power 
of those bishops. 

Doctrinally speaking,’ for example, 
there is very slight difference between 
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the Presbyterian groups and the Angli- 
can (Protestant Episcopal) groups. That 
which separates them is the Anglican 
persuasion that their bishops were or- 
dained by bishops who were ordained 
by bishops who were ordained by bishops 
in a line all the way back to the twelve 
apostles. 

Is the doctrine of apostolic succession 
really important? Does it matter at all 
who ordained anybody? If the ordina- 
tion is not of the Holy Spirit, there is no 
continuity whatsoever. The other day I 
ran across a paragraph setting forth this 
truth in the strongest language, and it 
was written by no one less than one of 
the greatest bishops of the Church of 
England during the last century. In his 
expository thoughts on the Gospels, the 
Right Reverend J. C. Ryle, D. D., Lord 
Bishop of Liverpool, comments on the 
ordination of the twelve apostles. He 
notes, first, that Christ had called them 
long before they were ordained, and says 
that the rule should be the same today, 
“first converted, then ordained.” He con- 
tinues, “An unconverted minister is ut- 
terly unfit for his office. How can he 
speak experimentally of that grace which 
he has never tasted himself? How can 
he urge on souls the need of that con- 
version and new birth, which he him- 
self has not experienced? 


And then, speaking of the nature of 
the office to which the apostles were or- 
dained, the bishop writes, “Our Lord's 
twelve apostles, beyond doubt, were a 
distinct order of men. They had no suc- 
cessors when they died. Strictly and liter- 
ally speaking, there is no such thing as 
apostolical succession. No man can be 
really called a ‘successor of the apostles,’ 
unless he can work miracles, and teach 
infallibly, as they did. But still, in saying 
this, we must not forget, that in many 
things the apostles were intended to be 
patterns and models for all ministers of 
the gospel.” 

This is wonderful teaching. And if all 
who are in any wise associated with the 
leadership of the Church of Christ will 
take this to heart, the oneness of be- 
lievers will have been advanced im- 
measurably. True unity of believers 
must ever be a spiritual thing. 


GRIEVE NOT. . . QUENCH NOT... 


We grieve the Holy Spirit within our 
own hearts; we quench the Holy Spirit 
in others. God has given His people two 
important commands and they are deep 
in meaning, and the consequences of 
transgressing them is very great. 

“Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God” 
(Eph. 4:30). “Quench not the Spirit” 
(1 Thes. 5:19). On these two commands 
of grace hang all questions of practical 
Christian living. We repeat, we grieve 
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the Holy Spirit within our own hearts; 
we quench the Holy Spirit in others. If 
a true child of God lies, gossips, nur- 
tures a thought of lust, is lazy, unkind, 
discourteous, or any one of a thousand 
other matters that have to do with the 
heart, the Holy Spirit is grieved. The 
only way to have fellowship restored is 
to confess the sin and claim the prom- 
ises—forgiveness, cleansing, and _ restor- 
ation to fellowship. 


Quenching the Spirit is another mat- 
ter. I can illustrate it in the following 
way. Some time ago I was invited to 
hold a week of Bible lectures in a 
great church which is one of the church- 
es of the Southern Baptist Convention. 
When the invitation was extended there 


were two or three deacons who spoke . 


against my coming on the grounds that 
I was not a member of that Convention. 
The week before I came, the courageous 


pastor stood in his pulpit, flatly stated - 


that there was opposition, told his peo- 
ple that they desperately needed what I 
was going to bring to them, and in so 
many words told those who were op- 
posed that they could go visit some oth- 
er Baptist church the next Sunday if 
they did not want to hear me in their 
pulpit. 

This story was told me upon my ar- 
rival in that city, and I began my mes- 
sage the next day by recounting it, that 
the air might be cleared and all might 
know the circumstances and that I un- 
derstood. I then explained grieving the 
Holy Spirit within ourselves and pro- 
ceeded to explain the quenching of the 
Holy Spirit. What would Baptists think 
if Presbyterians, Methodists, and others 
refused to participate in a Billy Graham 
campaign on the grounds that he is not 
a Presbyterian or a Methodist? If we 
did refuse to back him and pray for 
him, we would be quenching the Spirit. 
We would be saying that the Holy 
Spirit is not sovereign, and that He 
must work along denominational lines. 
Such an idea is abhorrent to anyone 
who knows the Holy Spirit. In like 
manner they would be quenching the 
Holy Spirit if they refused my Bible 
ministry, since the Lord gives gifts to 
individuals and then gives the individ- 
uals to the whole church (1 Cor. 12:8- 
11; Eph. 4:11-13). 


In this last half of the twentieth cen- 
tury, in this second decade of the atomic 
age, it is far too late on the clock of 
God for any single group, whoever they 
may be, to hold that they have a patent 
and a copyright on God. “For none of 
us liveth unto himself, and no man 
dieth to himself’ (Rom. 14:7). Every 
member of the body of Christ needs 
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every other member of the body of 
Christ. Any attempt to put rails around 
little sections and fence out the ministry 
of the Holy Spirit is quenching the 
Spirit. God commands us not to do 
this. 


TV 


The wise-crack is several years old: 
Television is radio with eyestrain. But 
there are evils in television which are 
far greater than eyestrain. I am deeply 
concerned as I move about this country 
to find that masses of parents—perhaps 
the majority in areas where television 
reception is possible—are not looking at 
television with any great regularity, but 
that they are using it, most selfishly, as 
a cheap form of baby sitter. 

Newsweek publishes a statement from 
Lester Rand, president of the Youth Re- 
search Institute in New York City which 
has alarming statistics. This organiza- 
tion is financed by manufacturers and 
industries which may profit through a 
wider knowledge of the recreational 
habits and the purchasing patterns of 
the nation’s youth population. Mr. 
Rand states that teen-agers see more 
movies than television. This is because 
they have a greatly expanded social life. 
He then writes, “Television enjoys its 
greatest momentum in the 4- through 
11-year-old age classification. .. .” 

From personal observation and from 
conversation with many people on the 
subject, I am inclined to agree with 
these classifications. I have gone into a 
hundred homes for dinner and found 
the housewife active in the kitchen, but 
the younger children glued to the tele- 


vision. Many ministers speak of having 
similar experiences at many different 
hours of the day. I have also noted that: 
when a guest enters a home and sits in 
the room where the television set is 
located, there is a major problem of 
discipline involved the moment when 
the instrument is turned down or off in 
order to allow adults the right to con- 
versation. There are childish temper 
tantrums which explode and reveal fam- 
ily tensions that must be manifest when: 
guests are not present. 

What can Christian parents do? 
Strong parents must realize the dangers 
that lie in the formation of such habit 
patterns. A retired minister, Dr. George 
Wells Arms, refused a TV as a gift, but 
finally had one “stored” with him by 
loved ones. After a few days the dear 
old saint of God fastened a card to the 
screen with the inscription, “Be carefull! 
The devil is in this box.” It would be 
well for many people to realize this 
fact and to exercise a careful censorship 
on what their children may see. There 
is great opportunity for character train- 
ing if children are made to live in a 
room with TV without looking at it, 
learning that there are certain things 
which are privileges and not rights, and 
that privileges must not be abused. It 
must be realized, of course, that there 
are some magnificent educational feat- 
ures on TV, such as Disneyland, and 
Ding-dong School, but there is also an 
exceeding amount of trash, and Christ- 
ian parents have no right to dirty the 
minds of their children with this stuff. 
Surely the Lord will hold every parent 
responsible for what his child sees and 
hears. 
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Father Divine... 


King of Cultists 


This squat, five-foot, bald African has foisted terrible 
delusions on the minds of thousands 


BY WALTER R. MARTIN* 


n the course of studying the scores of non-Christian cults 

rampant in America today, one can hardly escape noticing 

the rapidly swelling throngs who swear allegiance to the 
only flesh and blood god now available for observation— 
Father Divine. 

Perhaps “The Peace Mission Movement,” which is the 
title Father Divine operates under, could have only come 
into existence in the religious melting pot of the world that 
is America, but whether this be true or not, close to one 
million’ people worship, adore, and venerate a seventy-five 
year old Negro with a white virgin bride, as the veritable 
incarnation of deity and the visible representation of In- 
finite Perfection. 

One of the chief obstacles encountered early in any survey 
of Father Divine’s movement is the complete unwillingness 
on the part of Divine or his close associates to grant per- 
sonal interviews or divulge information relative to the his- 
tory or background of the cult’s leader. The result of this 
historical blackout has been a great paucity of material and 
factual evidence as to the personal history of Divine and 
the early days of his movement’s development. 


Some months ago the author contacted Father Divine’s 


2 Divine claims 20 million followers, but 1 million is closer to the 
actual figures. 

1a One exception was made to this rule when Sociologist Sara Harris, 
author of the best selling book—‘‘Father Divine, Holy Husband,” was 
given permission by Divine to conduct a two-year survey. 

* Associate Editor of Zondervan Publishing House and Director of 
The Division of Cult Apologetics. 
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personal secretary and requested an interview with the pur- 
pose of getting a firsthand sketch of the Peace Mission 
Movement and its founder from primary sources. I was 
informed that Father Divine made no appointments with 
anyone “even the President of the United States”; and 
that if I wanted an audience, I would have to come to the 
Peace Mission Home in Philadelphia, being certain to 
phone on the day I anticipated coming (preferably Mon- 
day, Tuesday, or Wednesday), and that then I might possi- 
bly see “Father.” I gave my credentials to Divine’s personal 
secretary over the telephone, mentioned the magazine I 
wrote for, and promised to come the following Tuesday at 
FPOM: 

On the appointed day,‘one week later, I called the Peace 
Mission Home in Philadelphia and informed them I would 
be on the premises at 1 P. M. as previously agreed; but I had 
hardly hung up the phone before the voice of Father 
Divine’s personal secretary greeted me at the end of a 
hurried telephone call. 


She was yery sorry she said, but my articles had been read 
by the board of directors, and it was agreed that my presence 
would be unwelcome at “Father's” banquet. It seems that 
after my first telephone call a very thorough check had 
been run on myself and ETerNnity magazine, and we were 
deemed undesirable by all the standards Father Divine has 
inaugurated. I did, however, draw from her one very in- 
formative fact, namely that my article on Unity (Feb. ’55) 
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had disturbed the board of directors tremendously since 
the Peace Mission Movement agrees with much that Unity 
teaches. This prompted my question to the effect that did 
they consider Father Divine God in the Unity sense of the 
term (i.e. “We are all part of God”) or did they consider 
him to be God incarnate. Her answer will never leave my 
memory for in tones of the most perfect tranquility and 
conviction she said: 

“We believe Father Divine to be the Godhead incarnate 
in the flesh—Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” 

This statement will come as a shock to many devout 
Christians and for that_matter to anyone who is not fam- 
iliar with the Divine Movement and its propaganda mill 
The New Day which in its supplement of September 11, 
1954, on the front page under a picture of “Father” Divine 
and his Virgin Bride printed this statement: 

“Father Divine is God Personified” 

There can be no doubt then, that to the followers of 
Father Divine, he is God Almighty; and let no one think 
that he does not teach this dogma for he has openly said 
numerous times that it was he who created the universe as 
recorded in the first Chapter of Genesis (v. 3). Witness the 
very words he uttered:* 

wie eG These blessings to you and all humanity I have 
extended, not just today nor yesterday but I have extended 


these blessings to humanity since the time when in spirit 


2 The New Day, Supplement, Sept. 11, 1954. p. 5. 
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and in spirit alone, I, or spirit, moved out upon the face 
of the water and said, ‘Let there be light and there was 
light!’ ” 

Further than these statements, Father Divine has never 
ceased claiming eternal titles and has openly said “I am 
God’’* in terms few persons could fail to understand. 

On April 29, 1948, Father Divine descended to the lowest 
rung on the ladder of anti-Biblical blasphemy by taking 
unto himself a white “virgin bride” and proclaiming that 
this nuptial event was indeed the marriage feast of the Lamb 
and the Church recorded in the 19th Chapter of the book 
of Revelation. On this fantastic occasion Divine said: 

“I do hereby this day make this proclamation, that from 
now henceforth the twenty-ninth day of April shall be an 
international, universal, interracial Holiday commemorating 
the marriage of Christ to His Creation, Yea God to His 
Spotless Church, His Spotless Virgin Bride. . . .”* 

The literature of the Divine cult is filled with literally 
millions of quotations, prayers, poems, and articles hailing 
their leader as Almighty God incarnate and ascribing to 
him titles, worship, adoration, and praise such as alone be- 
longs to Jehovah, the one true and living God. The fol- 
lowers of Father Divine will not believe in the invisible God 


(Continued on page 42) 


%See The New Day, Supplement, Jan. 16, 1954, p. 17 and countless 
other references. 
* See The New Day, op. cit. p. 9, “Place Stamps.” 
























(ND THE 
IRON CURTAIN 


BY BETTY KAZBEK 


n the eighteenth century the English poet, William Cow- 

per, made the blessed discovery that “God moves in a 

mysterious way His wonders to perform.” God has been 
working behind the Iron Curtain, for there, despite the 
ungodliness of the Kremlin rulers, the gospel has spread, 
nourished by the blood of martyrs both under the Czarist 
and the Communist regimes. 

My interest in the manifestations of the Holy Spirit in 
the Soviet Union stems from a chance visit I made to that 
unhappy land in 1931 which I was able to prolong for two 
years, after securing my first job as teacher of the English 
language, shortly after my arrival in Moscow. Since I am a 
fairly new Christian (not until 1951 did I come to the 
Saviour), I must confess, shamefacedly, that I was not par- 
ticularly sensitive to. the brutal treatment inflicted upon 
believers in the only truth that can set a sinful world free. 
However, for reasons which are evident to me today, the 
Lord opened my eyes, atheist though I was, to the cruelty 
of the dictatorship toward the workers and peasants, the 
very people it pretended to elevate. 



















Emancipated Slavery 

During the early days, as the recipient of the sporadic 
and short-lived generosity of a staunch member of the 
Russian Communist Party, I was allowed to share her apart- 
ment in exchange for English lessons. Comrade Tselova, a 
strongly-built young woman from Latvia, was proud of her 
record as an active fighter in the Red Army during the 
Russian Revolution and the civil war which followed. She 
was equally vain about her ungodliness. Shortly after I came 
to live with her she introduced me to her new maid. Mari- 
usya, a blond peasant girl from the Ukraine, still in her 
teens, wore a gold cross on a chain which hung from her 
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Despite the Continued 
Efforts of the Reds to Wipe 
out Christianity Millions 
of Russians Still Maintain 


Their Faith in Christ 


neck. Behind her back her mistress winked at me, “One 
month in my home and she’ll be throwing away that junk, 
you'll seel” 

Six months later, Mariusya was still clinging to her cross 
and with good reason. Who but the Saviour could fully 
grasp the agony she endured as a subject of the “liberators’’? 
Because her only pair of shoes were too tight, she continued 
her country habit of walking bare-foot even in the streets 
of Moscow. Long hours of standing in queues to do the 
family shopping, followed by equally lengthy sessions in 
the kitchen, had caused her ankles to swell while the sharp 
cobblestones had cut her feet until they bled. After a gruel- 
ing day of emancipated slavery her reward was a few hours 
of sleep on a pallet stretched across the stone floor of the 
kitchen. 


The Communist Religion 

Not far from the Kremlin, at the intersection of two of 
Moscow’s busy streets, the Strastnoi Monastery had been 
converted into the central Anti-Religious Museum. Visiting 
this museum one day I saw the frenzied efforts of the 
Soviet-sponsored Godless Society to wean the people from 
their faith in God and to enslave them to the Communist 
religion. To this brand of absolutism Stalin, who had once 
studied for the priesthood, had added the trappings of idol 
worship. 

Inside the black marble tomb the first of the Marxian 
idols, Lenin, received the genuflections of the visiting faith- 
ful. Outside the mausoleum on the Red Square, visiting 
delegations of peasants and workers from all parts of the 
country waited patiently to catch a glimpse of the embalmed 
body of the father of the Russian Revolution. Once inside 
they were herded quickly by the Red soldiers in attendance 
through the tomb into a subterranean chamber where the 
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mummy reposed in a glass case'on a raised dais. Many of 
the visitors crossed themselves as they passed in silent view. 
The superstitious gesture may have characterized a desire 
to ward off the evil the sight of the idol invoked rather 
than have suggested that there was any reverence in their 
hearts. Often the tomb would be closed while the scientists 
strove to repair the ravages of death their imperfect re- 
capture of the ancient Egyptian formula had not been able 
to ward off. 


Other Religions Suppressed 

Along with the Russian Orthodox, the Roman Catholic, 
Jewish, and Mohammedan believers, the Protestants suffered 
intense persecution under the Bolsheviks. However, it is a 
sad commentary on the Russian Orthodox Church that in 
its pre-revolutionary as well as in its present-day history it 
has lent full support to a tyrannical regime. Had this not 
been the case the Communists would not be in control to- 
day. At first, the decree of January 23, 1918, separating 
church from state, gave the Protestants an opportunity to 
propagate the faith since it took away the traditional pre- 
rogative of the Orthodox Church to dominate religious 
practices in the empire. 

Ultimately the increased pressures leveled against the 
church by the Soviet government seriously crippled the 
effectiveness of the Protestants in bringing the glad tidings 
to those who needed them so badly. The churches were 
closed and seized, their treasuries raided and removed by 
the government decree of February 26, 1922. Religious in- 
struction, public or private, was forbidden to anyone under 
eighteen. Any parent caught instructing his own child in 
the gospel was liable to arrest and imprisonment. In fact 
it became a capital offense to teach any but the Communist 
religion. 


The Era of Hate 

Ominous, too, was the launching of the Association of the 
Godless in 1925 with its openly declared war against God. 
Anatol V. Lunarcharsky, Commissar of Education at the 
time, gave the society his blessings with these words, “With 
all my heart I wish the ‘Godless’ every success in its fight 
against the repugnant specter of God which has caused 
such diabolic harm to all humanity throughout history.” At 
another time, he brutally announced, “We hate Christianity 
and the Christians; even the best of them must be regarded 
as our worst enemies. They preach love of one’s neighbor 
and mercy, which is contrary to our principle. Christian 
love is an obstacle to the development of the revolution. 
Down with love of one’s neighbor. What we need is hatred. 
We must know how to hate; only thus shall we conquer the 
universe.” 

The conversion of churches into workers’ clubs and bar- 
racks to relieve the housing shortage, the turning loose of 
priests and ministers without ration cards, thus reducing 
them to begging when they were not carted away to Siberia, 
were other evidences of the era of hate the Soviet govern- 
ment had inaugurated. In July, 1929, there was adopted the 
continuous production week, eliminating Sundays or any 
other common day of rest. In full force during my two-year 
sojourn in the Soviet Union, this legislative procedure made 
it dangerous for a believer to attend church since any un- 
excused absence from work would be penalized by the loss 
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Both Peron and the Roman Catholic Church Appear to be Seeking 
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Christian Reformed Church and Orthodox Presbyterians Launch Merger 
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Billy Graham’s Meetings in Paris Called Boon to French Evangelicalism 


PERON STILL IN POWER 


Because of news dispatches that were 
strongly biased in favor of one side or 
the other, it was difficult to determine 
the true story of the situation in Argen- 
tina, as ETERNITY went to press for the 
August issue. 

But out of the welter of contradictory 
information, it was beginning to appear 
that both Dictator Juan Peron and the 
Roman Catholic Church with whom he 
has been jostling for power were willing 
to reach a compromise in their quarrel. 
There were good reasons for this on 
both sides. 

Although Argentinians have given 
Peron strong support and are noted for 
their anti-clerical spirit, the preponder- 
ance of the population is Roman Catho- 
lic. Through fear of excommunication 
and purgatorial fire, even the most cyn- 
ical Roman Catholics fear to break com- 
pletely with the system that binds them. 
It was no small matter when the Vatican 
announced the excommunication of 
Peron and his aides. Braver men than 
he have wavered at the very insinuation 
of such an action. No doubt even Strong 
Man Peron has lost face with his people. 
He knows that his fanatical opposition 
will be even more intense and danger- 
ous, and he hasn’t forgotten that close 
call on June 16 when his enemies tried 
to assassinate him by bombing his palace. 

Even though the army and the labor 
unions apparently have remained loyal 
to him, it is not a comfortable spot for 
Peron. He certainly would like to pla- 
cate the opposition. 

On the other hand, the Roman 
Church undoubtedly does not care to 
continue the struggle. The Vatican 
knows that Peron has great strength and 
it would be better for it to seek a com- 
promise now rather than let the situa- 
tion crystallize and become even more 
weighted in the dictator’s favor. 

It would be a serious loss of face for 
the Church if Peron should win a de- 
cisive victory. It might set a pattern for 
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revolt in other unhappy nations of Latin 
America where Rome is making a con- 
tinually stronger bid for political power. 

Thus the Church, despite whatever 
public announcements are made, cer; 
tainly does not want to lose out com- 
pletely in Argentina. A compromise 
would certainly be in order. 

At press time it was quite apparent 
that Peron, who learned many of his 
totalitarian methods from the Nazis, was 
still in power. Many normally respon- 
sible U. S. news sources indicated earlier 
that Peron had lost ground and that a 
junta, dominated by army men, was in 
control of the country. This now seems 
to have been wishful thinking on the 
part of newspapermen who universally 
despise Peron because of his suppression 
of a free press in Argentina. 


THEOLOGIANS AND SCIENTISTS MEET 

The first joint meeting of the Ameri- 
can Scientific Affiliation and the Evan- 
gelical Theological Society was held at 
Grace Theological Seminary, Winona 
Lake, Indiana, late in June. Approxi- 
mately 100 scholars from all parts of the 
United States and Canada attended. Pa- 
pers and discussions were on the rela- 
tionship of the Bible and science. 


Among those who spoke were Prof. 
Herbert Feely of Columbia University, 
one of the developers of the Carbon-14 
process for the dating of ancient objects 
by radioactivity, whose subject was, “The 
Impact of Geological Dating upon the 
Interpretation of Biblical Chronology”; 
Dr. Edwin R. Thiele of Emmanuel Mis- 
sionary College, Berrien Springs, Mich., 
on “Difficulties Concerning Biblical 
Chronology and Their Solutions”; and 
Dr. Martin J. Wyngaarden, professor of 
Old Testament at Calvin Theological 
Seminary, Grand Rapids, Mich., on 
“Problems of Chronology in Genesis.” A 
panel on the comparative methods of 
scientists and Biblical expositors includ- 
ed Dr. Robert P. Dilworth, professor of 
mathematics at the California Institute 


of Technology, on the role of statistics 
in the scientific method; Dr. Henry 
Weaver, Jr., professor of chemistry at 
Eastern Mennonite College, Harrison- 
burg, Va., representing the physical sci- 
ences and Dr. Charles J. Miller, formerly 
of the American University of Beirut, 
Lebanon, giving the approach of a pro- 
fessor of history. Representatives of theo- 
logy were Prof. Henry Van Til of Cal- 


vin College, Grand Rapids, Mich., and 


Prof. Berkeley Mickelsen of Wheaton 
College. Summary papers included those 
of Dr. Allan A. MacRae, president of 
Faith Theological Seminary, Philadel- 
phia, on “Implications of Biblical In- 
errancy for the Investigation of Scien- 
tific Facts’; and Dr. J. Oliver Bus- 
well, Jr., president of Shelton College, 
Ringwood, N. J., on “Implications of 
Scientific Discovery for the Doctrine of 
Biblical Inerrancy.” 


REFORMED GROUPS CONSIDER MERGER 

The Synod of the Christian Reformed 
Church named a committee in Grand 
Rapids to study the possibility of closer 
cooperation and fellowship with the 
Orthodox Presbyterian Church. 

The two denominations hold similar 
doctrinal positions. The Orthodox Pres- 
byterian group has about 8,000 members 
and the Christian Reformed, 200,000. 
Recently, several Orthodox Presbyterian 
clergymen have entered the Christian 
Reformed ministry. 


100,000 CHILDREN IN PARADE 

More than 100,000 children participat- 
ed in parades in 26 communities of 
Brooklyn marking the 139th anniversary 
of the Brooklyn Sunday School Union. 

It was .the 126th consecutive year the 
borough’s Protestant Sunday School 
youngsters had marched on Anniversary 
Day, which was set aside in 1860 by Spe- 
cial Act of the New York State Legisla- 
ture. 
Theme of this year’s observance was 
“Christ, the Great Teacher.” Children 
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from more than 450 Protestant churches 
took part. 


MISSIONARY PRINTING SCHOOL 

Because missionaries can not wait for 
a solution to urgent problems arising 
from increasing demands for Christian 
literature on all foreign fields, Good 
News Publishers of Chicago has an- 
nounced plans for a missionary printing 
school. Clyde H. Dennis, founder and 
director, made the announcement for 
the directors. 

The school will be equipped with the 
most modern equipment available— 
equipment that will be inexpensive and 
practical to use on every mission field. 

Original plans called for the school to 
open in the fall of 1957 when the pub- 
lishing company plans to complete a 
new building and headquarters in a 
western suburb of Chicago. But a survey 
of missionaries indicated that the de- 
mand for literature was increasing each 
day and trained printers and new and 
modern equipment were urgently need- 
ed on many fields now. First classes will 
be held in late September of this year. 


NEW BAPTIST FIELDS 

Two new fields—Ceylon and the Arab 
Near East—were accepted by the Con- 
servative Baptist Foreign Mission So- 
ciety at its annual meeting recently at 
St. Paul, Minn. 

The twelve-year-old society now has 
fourteen mission fields—Japan, Formosa, 
Philippine Islands, Pakistan, India, Cey- 
lon, Belgian Congo, French West Africa, 
Israel, Arab Near East, Italy, Portugal, 
Argentina, and Brazil. 

Fifteen new missionaries were ap- 
pointed in May, bringing the total roster 
of CBFMS to 353 missionaries. 

Total contributions to the society dur- 
ing the past year was nearly 1% million 
dollars, and represented an increase of 
9 percent over the previous year. 

Dr. Albert G. Johnson, former pastor 
of Hinson Memorial Baptist Church, 
Portland, Ore., was re-elected president 
of the mission society. 


IRISH PRESBYTERIANS MAY SPLIT 

A warning that the Presbyterian 
Church in Ireland is threatened by divis- 
ion from a movement that is growing in 
the denomination’s Northern Ireland 
colleges was sounded in Belfast by Dr. 
John Knowles, outgoing moderator. 

Members of the college student bodies 
who belong to the Evangelical Union, he 
told the Church’s General Assembly, 
have refused to join in prayer with 
their colleagues belonging to the Student 
Christian Movement “although both are 
student religious organizations.” 

The “beginnings of a divided Church 
have already arisen” from this situation, 
Dr. Knowles said. He charged that the 
Evangelical Union is “directed from out- 

(Continued on page 36) 
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A Scientist Who Relicws in Miracles 


Our contemporary, Time, which 


| deals chiefly with temporal matters, 


crowded over into the realm of ETEr- 
NITY recently in recounting the obser- 
vations of a top-flight scientist on 
Christian faith and miracles. 

Dr. John R. Brobeck, chairman of 
the department of physiology at the 
University of Pennsylvania’s School of 
Medicine, spoke at a breakfast of the 
Christian Medical Fellowship of Great 
Britain during the course of the joint 
annual meeting of the British and 
Canadian Medical Association in To- 
ronto. 

Sensing a story in fact that a recog- 
nized medical authority was talking on 
miracles, the secular press asked to be 
included in the Christian gathering. 
The result was a surprisingly sympathe- 
tic treatment of some of the basic 
issues in the realm of both the historic 
faith and contemporary science. 

“Many scientists have become a lot 
less positive about the prerogatives of 
science and the scientific method,” said 
Dr. Brobeck. “More and more we hear 
talk about the limitations of science. 
But science is not the only way to get 
information. Many fields of human ex- 
perience are not susceptible to scientific 
analysis. 

“Modern science no longer speaks 
about laws . . . What were called laws 
now are being stated in terms of statis- 
tics... 

“I have been told that one may illus- 
trate the changing concepts of the na- 
ture of matter by imagining that on 
some given morning I may drive my 
car out of my garage without opening 
the doors, without damaging either the 
car or the garage, because matter is 
largely space which is always shifting, 
and all these areas of space may coin- 
cide,” he continued. “But there is no 
way of telling when this might come to 
pass, so I open the doors. A scientist is 
no longer able to say honestly some- 
thing is impossible. He can only say 
it is improbable. But he may be able 
to say something is impossible to ex- 
plain in terms of our present know- 
ledge. ... 

“What do we need to add to miracles 
to translate them into something possi- 
ble to account for? Nothing we can do 
can make a miracle a probable event, 
but it may be possible to add some in- 
formation to it to make it possible. One 
thing that needs to be added is a source 
of energy unknown to us in our biolog- 
ical and physiological sciences. In our 
Scriptures this source of energy is iden- 
tified as the power of God. 

“The Christian,” said Dr. Brobeck, 


“thinks of miracles as something im-’ 
probable, and so does the scientist. 
Both Christian and scientist also agree 
that it is impossible to explain miracles 
in terms of our present understanding. 
This doesn’t mean miracles are impos- 
sible, and the Christian accepts them 
by faith... . 

(Dr. Brobeck explained to a member 
of Ererniry’s staff that by this he 
meant that unregenerate scientists have 
only recently come to admit the limita- 
tions of the scientific method—a fact 
quite universally recognized by true 
Christians.—EDS.) 

To reporters who wanted to hear 
more, Dr. Brobeck added: “Most scien- 
tists don’t accept miracles because they 
are not Christians. But the thoughtful 
scientist would not say that miracles are 
impossible, only improbable. Most sci- 
entists are not Christians, but not be- 
cause they're scientists. Most business- 
men or most reporters are not Chris- 
tians either; in fact, most people are 
not Christians. 

“One of the essences of science is re- 
producibility. If I can’t observe the 
miracles of 2,000 years ago and repro- 
duce them, as a scientist, I can’t believe 
them possible. But as a Christian, a 
miracle has happened to me which 
makes me accept these miracles. This 
miracle is the new birth, which every 
one of us who is a Christian has exper- 
ienced. It is the application of God's 
power which brings about this change 
which is a miracle. It cannot be accom- 
plished by any biological or psycholog- 
ical force. It creates within us the will 
to believe. 

“Our experience is like that of the 
early Christians, as recorded in the 
Book of Acts . . . The change is psy- 
chological, but it involves a force which 
most scientists do not recognize.” 

Dr. Brobeck, who despite his earned 
doctorates of medicine and philosophy 
(in physiology), lives a quiet life with 
his wife and four children in suburban 
Swarthmore near Philadelphia. The 
Brobecks attend an evangelical church 
which was chosen to permit the chil- 
dren to go to Sunday school and be }. 
present also for the morning worship 
service. 

A native of Colorado, Dr. Brobeck 
took his undergraduate work at Whea- 
ton College. Later he completed grad- 
uate work at Northwestern University 
and Yale’s School of Medicine. After 
graduation from the latter school, he 
remained on to teach physiology for 
nine years. Now 41, he has held his 
post at the University of Pennsylvania 
for more than three years. 














tural life of John the Baptist is approaching. This eagle- 

spirited man is in prison for preaching the evangel of 
the truth concerning the Lord Jesus Christ. The one who 
declared of himself that he must decrease is, indeed, de- 
creasing and will soon disappear. The prophetic voice of 
“.. . him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way 
of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our 
God .. .” (Isa. 40:3) has finished its work and will soon 
become forever silent. This star of light sent to lead men to 
God’s Son, the Light of the world, is fast fading; this human 
rushlight will soon be snuffed out. He will soon be eclipsed 
by the uncreated Light; the glorious Light whom John was 
sent to proclaim. 


T: end of the brief and peculiar ministry and short na- 


John in Prison 

John was in prison. The One of whom he had witnessed 
so faithfully seemed not’ to care. The Christ did not visit 
him in his distressing bondage. He did not send him even a 
word of comforting love. Our Lord was silent! We can al- 
most see John watching for Jesus day after day—watching 
for this One to come, of whom the Father in Heaven had 
borne witness that this was His Son. But He did not go to 
John in prison. 

John heard of the mighty works that Jesus was doing for 
others; therefore, he could not understand why He did not 
deliver him, or, at least, send a messenger or message of en- 
couragement, explaining His silence and the reason that 
He did not do something for him; but the Lord remained 
silent! Finally, John could bear the distress of his spirit no 
longer. He sent messengers to Jesus saying, “ART THOU HE 
that cometh, or look we for another?” (Mt. 11:3). Even 
then Jesus did not appear to do anything for the languish- 
ing prisoner. He performed miracles for others who came to 
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Him, but no miracle of deliverance was performed for 
John. The only message that Jesus sent back to John was 
the recounting of miracles John’s disciples saw Him do and 
the words, “Blessed is he whosoever shall find no occasion of 
stumbling in me.” 

And yet, did He not do anything for John? He did a 
greater thing for him than He did for the others who came 
to Him. He perfected faith in His forerunner that would 
enable him to go to his death triumphantly. Jesus Himself 
had said, “Among all that are born of woman, there is none 
greater than this one” (Mt. 11:11). Christ’s loving course 
toward John had much to do with his greatness. 


An Eternal Purpose 

In much the same way,-we do not always see that He is 
working to quicken our faith and to make us great in His 
sight. Oh, the aching heart of John! It was not that the 
prison was cruel to him. It was not even that death, with 
its sable shadow, was hovering over him. John suffered be- 
cause, physically, Jesus did not do anything to ease his in- 
ward pain. This is that which is most difficult for the one 
who loves the Lord. The thing which breaks the heart is 
not being able to understand. It seems that we can go 
through anything with Him, if only He will let us know 
that He is in the thing—only to know that He chose the 
suffering for us and that He is working in it. If only He 
will let us feel His Presence and comforting love. If only 
He will cause us to understand why the hard place is best; 
but how the heart aches and bleeds when we cannot under- 
stand and there is no word, no sign from the Lover of our 
souls. At such times, Satan comes to press us down with 
dark forebodings and even dispair. If we are truly born 
again, God sends or permits all that happens in our lives. 
He has an eternal purpose in everything that affects us; 


ART THOU Wh? 
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You are on an earthly 


pilgrimage to a heavenly destination 


14 You learn to pray by praying 
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therefore, all murmuring, repining, and questioning of our 
circumstances, are really directed against Him. 


Our Humbling and Testing 

Many times the instruments God uses in our humbling 
and testing are our own lack of knowledge of Him and the 
weakness of our faith. If we can see this and at the same 
time believe implicity in God’s Word, great light will flood 
our spirits. No matter what His will is, if we will stand with 
Him and stand on His Word, nothing doubting—that which 
is His will will surely come to pass. Do not let your heart 
be rankled by doubts, fears, and questionings. When every- 
thing appears unchanged or perhaps worse, and when our 
prayers are not being answered, do not wonder whether 
God will do anything. Every expression of doubt is finding 
occasion of stumbling in Him. 

We may complain about the faults and imperfections of 
people; they may irritate us and do many things which are 
not pleasing to us and possibly not pleasing to God; but do 
not murmur against Him. We must move directly on, leav- 
ing everyone and everything in His hands, disdaining to de- 
fend ourselves, trusting Him to do what needs to be done. 
It is not our concern whether this thing or this person is 
right or wrong. If we know our Scriptural place in God 
through Jesus Christ, we must count everything that comes 
to us as from His hands. 


Look at His Hands 

Whose hand is it that holds out these things to you now? 
Is it not the hand that was pierced for you? Is it not that 
wondrous hand that gives you all and in which is even the 
very breath of your life? If we fix our gaze on the hand, we 
will not see what the hand brings. Oh, let us look at His 
hands. May we know that the hands which were pierced for 
our salvation will never bring us anything but ultimate 
blessing. What our blessed Lord gives you may be wrapped 
in the shape of suffering, but, in this, ever be assured that 
it is God’s best for you. The misfortunes, disasters, and un- 
wanted events in your present life may be most distasteful; 
but if you are occupied with the hand which was scarred for 
you; if you look up from the hand to the face of Him who 
died for you; if you let your spirit’s vision feast on Him and 
allow your heart's affections to cling to Him; your suffering 
will be transformed into joy and gladness. 

John the Baptist almost stumbled because his Lord left 
him in prison and because He permitted the suffering which 
ended in His death. Does it seem that your Lord has per- 
mitted some prison house for you? Your suffering seems all 
the more bitter because He leaves you there with no im- 
mediate prospect of release. Have you ever found yourself 
in a very narrow place where the very walls seemed to 
crush you and your breath was stifled? It may be that you 
are in such a place as you read these lines. Does it seem 
that your Lord has left you there without seeming to care? 
Are you saying in your innermost being, “Lord, ART THOU 
HE who cometh to my help or must I look for another de- 
liverer to ease my suffering; to release me from this weary 
road which never changes?” Has it not been the experience 
of each of us, when the Lord has been silent and has not 
apparently noticed our distress; we have looked for someone 
else to take us from our straitened place, instead of being 
assured in our hearts that it is He who will come to us? 
That this is He who would keep His promise never “to 
leave us nor forsake us” (Heb. 13:5, 6). 
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Has any one of us run distractedly here and there trying: 
to find deliverance, instead of letting our hearts rest in the 
prison-like place; rejoicing that we need not look for an- 
other? You never need to look for another. His grace is 
sufficient for all your needs. He will not leave you in that 
straitened place any longer than it is necessary. He wants 
you to decrease that He might increase. He may separate you 
from those you love, and He may call you to a place where 
those who are nearest and dearest cannot go with you. He 
may even call you to a place where those who are closest to 
you cannot understand you. He may not let you say very 
much to them about it. Your Lord may permit. your finances 
to be curtailed and your necessary income to be stopped, 
and you will not know where to turn nor what to do. He 
may allow sickness to be your portion and, in spite of your 
prayers and the prayers of others, you seem to be getting con- 
stantly worse. You may be in prison, confined, fettered, 
bound, where you cannot get out, and your beloved Lord 
seems not to visit you there. 

Remember, you cannot get out of that straitened place, 
in God’s way of deliverance, if you look for another to take 
you out of it. However, if you “will cast all your care on 
Him” and find no occasion of stumbling in Him; suddenly 
you will know yourself girded and carried in blessed arms 
provided by His love. You will enter into sweet peace that 
you never thought possible until you learned to look away 
from your present revolting surroundings and see His 
Hands. 

It is a wonderful thing to know God well enough to stay 
in prison until He opens the doors and bids you come out. 
“He knoweth the way I take: when he hath tried me, I shall 
come forth as gold” (Job 23:10). Be careful not to remain 
in the hard place after the Lord has opened your way of ° 
deliverance. Do not allow your persecution to hide you from 
His purpose. Has He allowed you to be in a place of 
suffering as He did John? Has He permitted you to suffer 
because of people and things you could not understand? 
Has He apparently left you alone there and you have not 
even heard from Him? Did you say—are you saying, “Lord, 
if Thou art he that cometh; if Thou art he who delivers, 
then why dost Thou leave me alone in this suffering? 

As you ask such questions, despite that enlightening pass- 
age, (1 Thes. 5:18), “In everything give thanks: for this is 
the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you”—are you 
reminded of the One who was nailed to the cross, separated 
from the face and presence of His. Father? Was there ever 
loneliness like His? He who in agony and anguish cried 
out, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? why art 
thou so far from helping me, and from the words of my 
roaring?” (Psa. 22:1). 

Are you truly His? A child of His care? Are you trusting 
in His redeeming love? Have you committed your all to 
Him? If you have done this, then your all is His and you 
have ‘moved into a place of super-natural relationship that 
the unbelieving world does not dream of nor understand. 
You have been called into “the fellowship of his sufferings” 
(Phil. 3:10). : 

Do not shrink back. Do not long for “flowery beds of 
ease.” Do not long for “the flesh pots of Egypt.” You are 
on an earthly pilgrimage to a heavenly destination. “For 
here we have no continuing city, but we seek one to come” 
(Heb. 13:14). Yours is a heavenly citizenship—even as you 
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the world—the Gobi Desert. For thirty-six hundred miles 

of sandy waste, it stretches from the Pamirs to the outer- 
most fringe of Manchuria. A ‘fascinating book tells the story 
of two missionaries who traversed this vast wilderness, not as 
did Sven Hedin, the Swedish explorer, simply for geographi- 
cal knowledge, but to bring the water of life to a dry and 
thirsty land. 


[: Central Asia there lies one of the least known areas in 


The Passing of Caravans 


In the account of their journeys of many months, the 
travelers tell of the passing of the caravans. “As definite,” 
they say, “as the exchange of signals between ships that 
pass on an ocean were the words exchanged between the 
caravans when they met in the seas of sand. The greetings 
always took the form of questions. ‘Where are you from?’ 
and ‘Whither are you bound?’ . . . We had not gone many 
miles before we met a long train of carts laden with heavy 
merchandise. Our driver hailed them in the usual way. 
“Where do you come from?’ ‘From Kashgar,’ was the answer. 
Kashgar was nearly three months’ journey westward. 
“Whither are you bound?’ ‘We are’bound for Loyang,’ came 
the reply. This was a city about two months’ journey dis- 
tant, far away in Central China.”® 

“Whither are you bound?” That is the question that faces 
us with special urgency. To begin with, I suggest that the 
best way to tell where a man is going is to observe his pres- 
ent position and the direction in which he is facing. Our 

* The Gobi Desert, Cable and French, p. 128. Used by of 
the Macmillan Co. The 


permission 
next two queian. from The Gospels by J. B. 
Phillips, are also used by permission of the Macmillan Co. 
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concern is not with external matters, but with our present 
position and direction, inwardly considered. Where are we 
going in heart and mind and spirit? In which direction is 
the face of our inner man—the man we really are under- 
neath the exterior others see—in which direction is his face 
set? 


The Parable of the Sower 
In order that we may see and know the answer to these 
questions, let us look at a passage of Scripture that will 
show’ us not only our present location but also our future 
destination in the pilgrimage of life. Here it is from the 
thirteenth chapter of St. Matthew's Gospel, as rendered in 
modern English by J. B. Phillips: 

Jesus went out of the house and sat down by the 
lakeside. Such great crowds collected round him that 
he got aboard a small boat and sat down while all the 
people stood on the beach. He spoke to them at great 
length in parables, and began: 

“There was once a man who went out to sow. In 
his sowing some of the seeds fell by the roadside and 
the birds swooped down and gobbled them up. Some 
fell on stony patches where they had very little soil. 
They sprang up quickly in the shallow soil, but when 
the sun came up they were scorched by the heat and 
withered away because they had no roots. Some seeds 
fell among thorn-bushes and the thorns grew up and 
choked the life out of them. But some fell on good 
soil and produced a crop—some a hundred times what 
had been sown, some sixty and some thirty times. The 
man who has ears to hear should use them!” 
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Do you know what this is? It is nothing less than a pic- 
ture of the state of our hearts in relation to the truth of 
God—our spiritual location together with a revelation of 


.the direction in which we are going. 


The Parable Explained 

Now it is significant that, after the Lord Jesus spoke this 
parable, He explained it. And between the parable and 
the explanation, there is a brief conversation. As the record 
has it, “The disciples approached him and asked, ‘Why do 
you talk in parables?’ ‘Because,’ he replied, ‘you have been 
given the chance to understand the secrets of the Kingdom 
of Heaven, but they have not.’” 

The words of our Lord will show your direction, if you 
have eyes to see and ears to hear. For in the parable He 
lays down the four, and the only four, responses that you 
and I can make to the Word of God. 

Of all the parables, this one about the sower is probably 
the plainest. If you read on in the chapter, you will find 
the Lord’s own explanation of it. The sower is none other 
than Christ Himself, working in our time through His 
servants who are bringing the truth to human hearts. The 
seed is the Word of God. In every age and every place, it 
is the same Word, the same gospel, the same power of God 
unto salvation to everyone who believes. Over in Europe 
Billy Graham is holding meetings. The seed will be sown 
through interpreters in French, German, or some other 
language, but it will be the same seed sown in England, 
Scotland, and America—the same seed that Paul and 
Augustine, Luther, and Wesley sowed. It is the only seed 
that can bring a man newness of life. And the soil? It is 
simply our hearts and minds, for the condition of which in 
relation to the seed you and I are personally accountable to 
God. 


A Difficult Demand 

At this point I must speak bluntly. This is a sermon that 
makes a difficult demand upon you who read it and upon 
me who writes it. It asks of us a hard thing—honest humiilty 
in seeing what we really are before the Lord. 

When I visited Scotland several years ago, I went one 
Sunday morning to Free St. George’s in Edinburgh. This is 
the church where Dr. Alexander Whyte, one of the greatest 
and most godly of Scottish preachers, ministered. To this 
day they tell how a certain evangelist who was holding 
meetings in Edinburgh descended to a personal attack on 
Dr. James Hood Wilson of the Barclay Church. The next 
day a man who had heard the attack called on Alexander 
Whyte. - 

“I went to hear the evangelist last night, Dr. Whyte,” he 
began. “And do you know what he said? He said that Dr. 
Hood Wilson of the Barclay is not a converted man.” Whyte 
leapt from his chair, his fine features dark with indignation, 
and paced the floor. “The rascal!” he said, “the rascal! 
Dr. Wilson not a converted man.” 

The visitor was amazed at his fury. But he went on. “That 
wasn’t all he said, Dr. Whyte. He said that you are not a 
converted man either!” 


pictures, one of which is surely your own. The first is the’ 
picture of the wayside, the well-trodden path bordering the 
fields, the earth packed down by the passing of many feet 
until the surface is so consolidated and hardened that the 
seed lies there exposed and at the mercy of the hungry birds. 

Use your imagination. How does a heart get like this? 
Well, every sermon heard but not listened to, Bible teach- 
ing constantly resisted, prayer regularly neglected, warnings 
of conscience consistently suppressed—these can turn what 
might have been a receptive heart into a barren wayside. 
We have a word for it today—“secularism.” It simply means 
not caring about God and His Word, declaring in effect: “I 
can get along very well without God, thank you.” Or, to 
put it in another way, it is saying of Christ the King: “I will 
not have this man to reign over me.” When a heart has 
got into such a condition, the devil is quick to come. As the 
birds swoop down and gobble up the seed lying useless on 
the hard-packed wayside, so Satan snatches away*the truth 
from indifferent hearts. It never even has a chance. Such is 
the first picture. Is it in any way yours? 

But there is another kind of soil—the stony ground. Here 
we see a contrasting picture. It is not that of ground all 
strewn over with stones but rather of soil that looks on the 
surface like good, black earth. But it is only a veneer, an 
outward layer, lying on a substratum of hard, impenetrable 
rock. There is much ground of this kind in Palestine, as in 
all mountainous regions. When the seed falls on such soil, 
it grows up quickly, only to be scorched and withered under 
the hot sun, because the soil is too shallow for the roots to 
take hold. This is the superficial hearer of the Word, of 
whom the Lord says: “This is he who hears the Word and 
immediately receives it with joy: yet he has no root in 
himself, but endures for a while and when tribulation and 
persecution arise on account of the Word, immediately he 


(Continued on page 40) 
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sank into his chair and put his face in his hands. For a pn dure the presence of a man who had not been cleansed of his sins 
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(Vs issues from concepts. The final theme of these 

studies must answer the question: “What is the nature 

(|= quality of the love which maintains Christian mar- 
ried oneness?” To arrive at the answer requires first an ex- 
amination of non-Christian capabilities of love. The unique 
quality of Christian love will then point the way to practical 
achievement of what has been previously set forth in con- 
ceptual form. 

Non-Christian love may have two elements. Christian love 
will contain these two plus a third. For our purposes, these 
will be distinguished as Erotic, Personal, and Christian love. 

Erotic love is the passionate, physical attraction. The bio- 
logical urges which rise from sensual attraction differ little 
from the mating impulses of animals. Infatuation is often 
confined to this level. Erotic love by itself is lust. Within 
Christian love it has its God-given and proper place. 


Physical Desire 

Marriage based on physical desire alone will not last. It 
is subject to a moral law of diminishing returns. All fleshly 
satisfactions are subject to satiety. Satiety easily turns ‘to 
revulsion. In erotic love, the biological release brings an 
immediate pleasurable sensation which rapidly diminishes, 
leaving the spirit sadly conscious of its attachment to the 
poor impulses of the flesh, and emotionally exhausted. No 
value remains since the only value sought was physical. The 
biological was not able to satisfy the expectations of the 
psychological. The physical alone was not able to commun- 
icate knowledge or understanding or sympathy. The spirit- 
ual dignity and self-respect of each is revulsed by sudden 
awareness that the personal dignity of the other was ex- 
ploited for a selfish physical end. There remains only empti- 
ness and the lingering sense of a spiritual and personal 
dimension which did not manifest itself in the experience. . 
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Concluding article of the series 


Christian Married 


Erotic love is self-centered and self-destructive. It regards 
only its own gratification, distorting an end into a means, 
and unwittingly fostering the very opposite of love. The 
subtle motivation is “What can I get?” and it gets very 
little, for one only gets when the motivation is to give. Dis- 
appointment turns to hatred, for it mistakenly finds the 
cause of disappointment in the one it gave itself to, the one 
exploited as a means. 

Even in Christian marriage, conceived on a higher plane 
than that of erotic love, physical desire can turn to revulsion 
with terrifying ease when something happens to estrange 
the hearts and minds of ‘those whose bodies have sought 
comfort in each other. Never can the physical be isolated 
from the spiritual, for the one sustains and fortifies the 
other. The spiritual redeems and ennobles the physical; the 
physical expresses and communicates the spiritual. Erotic 
love which seeks for a once-for-all satisfaction has no place 
in true love. 


Personal Love 

Personal love, the second element possible, signifies the 
attraction which the total personality of one finds in the 
total personality of the other. While including a well-order- 
ed physical attraction, it rises above the physical to blend 
it in a larger basis for union. Love for each other is kindled 
in the heart just as desire for each other is kindled in the 
body. The virtues and interests and thoughts of both are 
bound in a high degree of compatibility, affection, and self- 
less consideration. There may be a high belief in each 
that the other is the “only one.’ 

The common expression “They were made for each 
other” is more accurately stated, “They were meant for 
each other.” The former implies a natural harmony and 
adjustment, while the latter implies the rightness of their 
union, and leaves room for the truth that love tenderly and 
patiently resolves all disharmony and partial adjustments. 

Personal love, embracing mutual giving in which every 
kind of exchange is comprehended, stands midway between 
erotic love and Christian love. It is inadequate, for it is 
governed by a less obvious, but none the less real, kind of 
egocentricity. Personal happiness and welfare is the heart 
of it. The center of self is merely enlarged to includes selves. 
It is a combined possessiveness. One is satisfied with personal_ 
love so long as the other contributes to his or her happiness, 
i.e., he wants her to be happy because it is when she is 
happiest that she contributes most to his own happiness. 
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WHOM GOD HATH JOINED. 


Love 


By Dwight H. Small 


The basic inadequacy of personal love finds its clue in 
the fact that love is not static. Love grows or diminishes. 
The condition of love determines its continuance. If love 
is based on the virtues, attractiveness, cooperation, and con- 
tribution of the other, those very elements must increase in 
one’s estimation if love is to increase. The young man ex- 
pressed it in his question, “If you marry her for what she 
is, what happens when you discover she isn’t?” Or perhaps 
in the case of the young man who confided his marital diffi- 
culties with his minister, only to be reminded that he had 
taken the young lady for better or for worse. “Yes,” he 
replied, “but she’s worse than I took her for!” 

Realism accepts the fact that marriage is the relationship 
where one becomes intimately acquainted with the subtle 
weaknesses, faults, failures, and sins of the one loved. Per- 
sonal love is inadequate in that it does not build on more 
than what is found in the loved one. Non-Christian married 
love may rise as high as personal love, but no higher. There 
is yet a factor, the presence of which will completely re- 
orientate and elevate this personal love. 


Christian Love 

Christian love contains physical attraction and expression; 
it also contains personal love. To these it adds a trans- 
cendent quality of love which finds its source and ‘object 
outside of self and selves, and in the Person of Christ. It is 
nothing less than His love received and returned, the crea- 
tive and reciprocal action of that which is divine. It is 
the love of God shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Spirit. 


‘Husband and wife experience the power of that love, and 


in their love for Him they find their own. This love of 
Christ is the bond of their oneness in Him. His love finds 
full expression in their own. The love of Christ differs from 
erotic love and personal love in that it is neither evoked nor 
affected by value of any kind in either of the lovers. The 
beloved is loved for her worth in the sight of Christ, as 
belonging to Him. The husband’s love is energized by the 
knowledge of Christ’s love and plan for her. As the in- 
dividual believer receives and reciprocates the love of Christ, 
so the wife receives and reciprocates the love of the husband, 
who draws his love from the divine source. Christian love 
shifts the center from self. and selves to Christ. Its highest 
object is that His love might find a glorious expression in 
a human marriage union. 

The divine prototype of marriage is set forth in Ephesians 
5:22-33. Only two verses are addressed to wives, the re- 


mainder to husbands. From this passage emerges all of the 
instruction husbands and wives require for the achievement’ 
of true married love. ; : 

“Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands as 
unto the Lord, for the husband is the head of the wife, even 
as Christ is the head of the body.” Wives are not to bristle 
at this, for it does not command a slave-to-tyrant relation- 
ship. After the fall, God said to the woman, “Thy desire 
shall be unto thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.” This 
principle is repeated in 1 Corinthians 11, Colossians 3, 1 
Peter 3, and in Ephesians 5. : 

This is not husband-worship (“She MUST worship him; 
she places burnt offerings before him each morning!”). 
Actually, as we shall see; the wife is “subject to” and “rever- 
ences” God through the husband as the appointed head. 
This is not an arbitrary, independent authority which the 
husband exercises. He may not rule with a rod of iron, im- 
posing his own will, and overshadowing his wife with his 
own ego. Rather, the wife is subject to one who seeks so 
to give himself for her as to raise her into the fullness of 
every blessing which he himself enjoys. He gives himself up 
to the obedient pursuit of God’s will for the fulfillment of 
her life in all things. He rules for Christ, and in the love 
which Christ supplies. 


Mutuality of Respect 

It has been wisely said that an obedient wife rules her 
husband. The wife’s obedience creates the desire in the 
husband's heart to rule only in love, and to delight in his 
wife’s obedience to Christ. God’s will is made known 
through the faithful and loving rule of the husband. 

Paradoxical as it may seem, this is God’s principle for 
establishing complete mutuality of respect. Paul presup- 
poses this when he says, “Let the husband render unto the 
wife due benevolence, and likewise also the wife unto the 
husband” (1 Cor. 7:3). 

Ephesians 5:25-33 is addressed to husbands (Will you not 
read it prayerfully?). Here is the key to understanding the 
dynamic of Christian married love. ‘The husband must take 
the initiative, and he is responsible for the presence of 
love. “Husbands, love your wives” is the command. It does 
not say, “Wives, love your husbands.” As with the love of 
believers for Christ, so here too is the mystery of creative ~ 
love. True love creates its own response. “We love him be- 
cause he first loved us.” This is the nature and power of 
love. Husbands who love their wives as they ought will 
create ins them a reciprocal love. 

Paul proceeds to define the nature of that love: “as Christ 
loved the church.” The five major characteristics of that 
love provide the pattern for all Christian husbands. 

First, Christ loved the church REALISTICALLY. He was un- 
der no illusions when He sought us in love. It was not a 
romantic sentiment that moved the Son of God. He knew 
us for what we were, sinful, unlovable, and unresponding. 
Our love was ourselves alone. But “while we were yet sinners 
Christ died for us”—in love! His love was not evoked by 
anything in us, nor was it diminished by our imperfection 
and unloveliness. All of this but made Him love us the more, 
adding a quality of depth and self-giving to that divine 
love. What creative power there is in the divine love that 
can effect such a change in us, and satisfy the heart of the 
Saviour! 

Husbands must love their wives just as realistically. They 


must expect and embrace all of the imperfections and 


(Continued on page 39) 
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THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 





8: Archaeology 
and the 


Early Church 


ee nd from thence,” concludes Luke’s account of Paul’s 
| journey to Rome, “we fetched a compass and came 
to Rheguim, and after one day the south wind blew, 
and we came the next day to Puteoli: where we found 
brethren, and were desired to tarry with them seven days: 
and so we went toward Rome. And from thence, when 
the brethren heard of us, they came to meet us as far as the 
Appii forum. . . .” Over the last miles of the long pilgrim- 
age the Apostle trod the ancient cobblestones of the Appian 
Way, and moved through a pageant of Roman history. If 
Paul’s spirit was “stirred within him” as he viewed the 
monuments of Athens, and saw the city “wholly given to. 
idolatry,” he must have felt a similiar emotion amid the 
clustering monuments of Rome. 

The “queen of roads,” the Appian Way, runs south from 
Rome, and along its length stand the crumbling tombs of 
the proud families who fed on the fat of Rome’s dominion. 
It was a barren joy. The worn Latin on the stone is full of 
the weariness of the age. “Misce, bibe, da mihi,” runs one 
(A cocktail, please, for you and me). Another reads: “Somno 
aeternali” (In eternal sleep), and with the words the sym- 
bol of the inverted torch. “What I ate and drank I have 
with me; what I have left I have lost,” runs another. “Wine 
and lust ruin the constitution, but they make life, farewell.” 

Such cynicism marks the age, and Matthew Arnold’s verse 
finds a multitude of illustrations. It was somber truth that, 


On that hard pagan world disgust 
And secret loathing fell... 


World weariness was rife. Here is Catullus, poet of high 
society in the days of Julius Caesar: “Suns may rise and set 
again, but for us eternal night remains for sleeping.” “Fruit- 
less words on dust which cannot answer,” he sobs over his 
brother’s grave. And here is the stern friend of Cicero, 
writing in those days when the Republic was crumbling. 
The great orator’s daughter is dead, and Sulpicius sends con- 
solation. “Here,” he says, “is a little thing which may com- 
fort you. On my way back from Asia I travelled by sea 
between Aegina and Megara, and I began to look at the 
regions round about. Behind was Aegina, Megara was in 
front. On the right was Piraeus, and on the left Corinth, 
towns once in the glory of their strength, which now lie 
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broken before our eyes. This is how my thoughts began to 
run, ‘Ah! We little men are hurt if one of ours should die! 
Yet the wonder is we live so long when in one place the 
corpses of so many citics lie.’ Provinces, my friend Cicero, 
are being shaken. Why, in such a day, be so moved if you 
have become the poorer by the frail spirit of one poor girl?” 
So “the Roman friend of Rome’s least mortal mind,” as 
Byron called Sulpicius. 

The cultured Hadrian, who built the mighty wall across 
Britain, put the same pessimism into his little poem: “Poor 
little soul, little sweet fluttering thing, my body’s friend and 
guest, whither now away, all pale and cold and pitifully 
stripped.” 

But move on a few generations, and some indication of 
the transformation wrought by Christianity is found in a 
similar context. Under Rome, deep below the Appian Way, 
run the ancient catacombs. They are cut through the soft 
tufa rock, a network of galleries encompassing the city, and 
even acting as a cushion against earthquake shocks. In 
them are multitudes of Christian graves, and countless in- 
scriptions breathe the faith of men and women. 

Here lies Ulpia in a small recess. She needed little room, 
Ulpia, who “sleeps in peace,” as the inscription puts it, for 
she is but a handful of bones, whose fragments tell how 
she died. Her friends wrote on the stone that she had not 
been buried, but “decorated.” Hard by, a marble slab 
records the fact that Eutychia, “happiest of women,” lies 
beneath. A locket with her body depicts Christ bearing the 
fruit of the tree of life, and above is cut the outline of a 
strong, sweet face. In strangest paradox the corridors of 
death contained all that was truly living of ancient Rome. 
In the simple art and wall inscriptions is the warmth of 
hope and faith. Pagan Rome above was in the Indian sum- 
mer of her imperial strength. Storm was brewing in the 
vast hinterlands of the twin continents, and all which the 
Caesars had built and fought for was to pass in wrack and 
ruin. All that had been worthwhile in Rome’s great story 
was to be preserved for another age by those who bore their 
martyred dead to burial in the dark tangle of the catacombs. 

The life of the early church, the cherished beliefs of its 
men and women, their favorite stories, their heroism, and 
endurance is read vividly-in the graffiti and simple art of 
the catacombs. Those persecuted generations, . vibrantly 
alive, and unaffected in their devotion, seem in every way 
more intimately near than those of medieval Christendom 
who filled Rome above with churches and somber art. 

Withrow remarks on “the complete avoidance of all im- 
ages of suffering and woe, or of tragic awfulness, such as 
abound in sacred art above ground . . . There are no sym- 
bols of sorrow . . . nothing to cause vindictive feelings even 
toward the persecutors of the church; only sweet pastoral 
scenes, fruits, flowers, palm branches, laurel crowns, lambs, 
and doves; nothing but what suggests a feeling of joyous 
innocence as of the world’s golden age.” 

It is a pity that wider areas of these amazing galleries 
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are not open to the Christian public. Serious archaeologists 
have nevertheless done fine work, and some of their findings 
are a striking contribution to the history of the Church. 
This is notably true on the vexed question of the strength 
of the first Christian communities in Rome, for on this 
subject the catacombs have a clear and authoritative word 
to say. 

We shall consider first the lateral spread of the church. 
The adjective is James Orr’s, whose striking Morgan Lec- 
tures, delivered at Auburn in the state of New York some 
sixty years ago, first made many Protestants aware of the 
historical significance of the Roman catacombs. Orr’s lec- 
tures, in fact, published in a modest volume under the title 
Neglected Factors in the History of the Early Church merit, 
like many others of his apologetic writings, a generous mod~ 
ern edition. 

Reliable calculations suggest that the vast tangle of the 
catacombs contains up to 600 miles of galleries. The lowest 
estimate of the graves they contain is 1,750,000; a conserva- 
tive probability is something like 4,000,000. This is ob- 
viously a question which could, with a will to do so, be 
settled quite conclusively. At any rate some ten generations 
of Christians are buried in the catacombs, so that, on the 
second figure, we have a Christian population, in and about 
Rome, of 400,000 for one generation. On the smaller com- 
putation this would be 175,000. 

Such averaging, of course, is not good statistical method, 
for the number of Christians was smaller in the earlier, and 
larger in the later generations of the period concerned. But 
if the figure of 175,000 is taken as representing a middle 
point in that period, say round about the middle of the 
third century after Christ, those who remember Gibbon’s 
estimate of the Christian population of Rome will im- 
mediately mark a huge discrepancy. 

Gibbon’s guess, recorded in his Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Empire, was that the Christians at the end of the 
third century numbered something like one-twentieth of 
the population of Rome. That population is reliably esti- 
mated at something like one million. The most conserva- 
tive interpretation of the catacomb burial figures would, 
therefore, suggest that not one-twentieth but one-fifth of 
Rome’s people in the middle Empire were Christians, and 
it is possible that the proportion was at times much greater. 

And what of the Roman world at large? The quite im- 
partial archaeological evidence is confined to the capital, 
but it was a close-knit world, with the gospel moving 
through the main centers of population, from the East 
progressively to the West. Gibbon himself believed that the 
Christian minority was fairly evenly distributed, and that 
seems likely. If, therefore, what was true of Rome was also 
true of Carthage and Alexandria and other similar cities, 
other evidence becomes available. The fiery Tertullian, who 
speaks for North Africa at the end of the second century 
cannot, for example, be lightly dismissed. 

It seems impossible to deny the fact that, in spite of state 
action, the numbers of the Christians were exciting pagan 
alarm. “The killing beast that cannot kill,” of Edwin Muir's 
moving poem, had done its worst without avail. “Men cry 
out,” says Tertullian, “that the state is besieged; the Chris- 
tians are in the fields, in the forts, in the islands; they 
mourn, as for a loss, that every sex, age, condition, and even 
rank, is going over to this sect”; and, he tells us, “the tem- 
ple revenues are every day falling off; how few now throw 
in a contribution.” And speaking in brave defiance before 
the Proconsul Scapula, where exaggeration could only be 
bad argument, he maintains: “Though our numbers are so 
great—constituting all but a majority in every city (pars 
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paene maior ciuitatis cuiusque) we conduct ourselves in 
quietness and modesty.” He also says that if the Christians 
in Carthage were to present themselves in a body before’ 
the Governor’s tribunal, he would have to decimate the 
city to make an example of them. 

In the context of such claims, ‘made before authorities in 
a position to deflate mere rhetoric, must be placed the same 
speaker’s celebrated outburst: “We are but of yesterday, and 
yet we have filled every place belonging to you—the cities, 
islands, castles, towns, assemblies, your very camps, your 
tribes, companies, palace, senate, forum—we leave you your 
temples only.” 

It is clear that, throughout many generations of the 
three pagan centuries, the Christian community formed a 
larger proportion of the whole than the regular church- 
goers of Britain or America do today. Admittedly the social 
cleft between Christian and non-Christian was deeper and 
more pronounced, but the church could in no sense be 
looked upon as an unimportant minority. The Christian 
might have felt the pressure of pagan opprobrium, but he 
need never have felt alone. From at least 200 A.D. onward, 
he had reason to regard the future as his, and to rejoice 
in the growing strength of the church. 

The catacombs also provide illustration of the vertical 
spread of the faith in society. Viewing the church at Corinth 
in the middle of the first century, and speaking with some 
irony of its tendency to a false intellectualism, Paul was 
constrained to say that their numbers contained “not many 
wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble.” 
This remark, which referred to one church only, has been 
quite illegitimately extended to the whole. It is possible to 
show from the Gospels and the New Testament generally 
that Christianity from the very earliest times invaded the 
ranks of the middle and upper classes, and touched the 
intellectuals. As Orr says: “It may be going too far to say, 
with Professor Ramsay, that Christianity ‘spread at first 
among the uneducated’; but this is nearer the truth than 
the opinion often expressed that Christianity drew the 
great bulk of its adherents in the earliest times from per- 
sons of the lowest and most servile positions—that, in Gib- 
bon’s well-known words, the new sect was ‘almost entirely 
composed of the dregs of the populace—of peasants and 
mechanics, of boys and women, of beggars and slaves.’” 

Consider, for example, the case of Pomponia Graecina, 
wife of Aulus Plautius, who won military fame in Britain. 
Tacitus reports that this noble lady was tried before a 
domestic tribunal on a charge of entertaining a “foreign 
superstition.” It was long ago suggested that the lady con- 
cerned was a Christian, but failing other evidence the sug- 
gestion remained in the realm of conjecture. 

That evidence was supplied by De Rossi, most indefatig- 
able of the explorers of the catacombs. From epigraphical 
testimony, he established the fact that the crypt of Lucina 
was connected with the aristocratic Pomponian family, one 
member of which bore the very name of the person men- 
tioned by Tacitus, in its masculine form—Pomponius Grae- 
cinus. De Rossi suggests that Lucina (which may be render- 
ed Lady of Light) was a Christian name assumed by Pom- 
ponia Graecina herself at baptism, and that she was the 
owner or founder of the vault which bears the name. 

And if Pomponia was, in fact, a Christian, since she 
lived on into the principate of Domitian, she may have 
played a major part in two aristocratic conversions of which 
there is some evidence—those of Flavius Clemens, the con- 
sul, and Domitilla, his wife. The former was the cousin, 
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CHAPTER 15 part 1 


SATAN AND HISTORY 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


the hatred that is in the heart of Satan against the people 

of God. While such hatred is recorded here and there on 
the pages of history, it does not hold a large place in the 
records of man, since history, for the most part, has been 
written by men who have not been interested, primarily, in 
spiritual things. Historians deal with the material facts and 
occurrences in the lives of men throughout the centuries and 
across the earth, and attempt to link them in what they call 
history, but at the best it is a very incomplete record. Very 
frequently, they give us magnificent pictures of single lives, 
or restricted decades, but they seldom relate or are capable 
of relating their incidents to the universal scene or convey- 
ing the idea that the shifting kaleidoscope of human events 
is not the chance falling of crystals in a pattern of light but 
is rather a momentary revelation of the invisible drama, 
whose scenes are being played with frightful continuity. 
Human history, as it is found in the books, frequently con- 
tains, therefore, a great part of misinformation and some- 
times even deception. 


I: a previous chapter we set forth some of the results of 


Evolutionary Attitude 


The reason for this lies in the fact that modern historians, 
for the most part, have adopted an evolutionary attitude 
toward history and see no interrelationship between events 
that transpired far from each other in time and space, but 
whose true meaning demands a frame of reference which 
has been neglected or despised and rejected by the writers 
of history. Human events are treated as purely human 
phenomena. Unwilling to believe that God has intervened 
in the affairs of men, and that He is still intervening—still 
more unwilling to believe that there is a personal devil who 
is the prince of this world and the god of this age—they are 
totally unable to see the spiritual and invisible causes that 
are above and beyond the earthly arena, and confuse Satan’s 
puppets for God’s real, live actors. Events which are really 
consequent they treat as unrelated, and incidents which are 
truly inseparable they record as though the happenings were 
on different worlds. 

What historian has connected the building of the first 
bridge across the Euphrates and the declaration by Cato in 
Rome that Carthage must be destroyed? Who has joined 
these two events with the fight between Sarah and Hagar 
after the birth of Ishmael,.and all of them with the defeat 
of Pharaoh Necho at the battle of Carchemish? And for 
good measure, let us add the very close relationship of this 
apparently unrelated series with such facts as the plagues in 
Egypt, one of the most frequently used titles of the Pope, 
and a slander against the Negroes which is of comparatively 
modern origin. We will admit that the juxtaposition of all 
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these pieces seems impossible and their oneness incredible, © 
but a little attention to a few verses in the Bible will bring 
the whole matter into a perspective that will reveal the 
common link between them all. 


An Announced Program 


Satan had attempted to corrupt the entire population of 
the earth during its early centuries, and God had answered 
with the destruction of all by the sudden cataclysm of the 
flood. Eight people had been saved alive, Noah and his three 
sons and their wives. In the new life that followed the 
flood, the three sons and their families became the progen- 
itors of all of the races of the earth. But the differences be- 
tween them were very great; and their history was charted 
in advance with an announcement by God of His program 
and the consequent efforts of Satan to frustrate the plan 
and to undo the will of God. It is in the light of this an- 
nounced program that we must see some of the underlying 
causes, not only for the strange series mentioned above, but 
for all the great events of history, for the rise of certain per- 
sonalities, for the movements of armies and even for the 
destruction of some civilizations. 

After the flood Noah became drunk with wine and lay in 
his tent. His son Ham went into the tent and something 
horrible took place which is evidently hidden beneath the 
words of the Scripture account. It may not be alien to our 
thought to remind ourselves that Sodom and Gomorrah 
are included within the bounds of the territory of Ham 
(Gen. 10:19). He came out and talked about it to his 
brothers, Shem and Japheth, who took a garment and laid 
it on both of their shoulders, and backing into the tent, 
covered their father’s nakedness. When Noah awoke, he 
knew what had taken place, and undoubtedly under the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, pronounced a curse and a 
blessing on his sons, which has had more influence on sub- 
sequent human history than have almost any other lines 
spoken in the course of that history. 


Stubbornness and Rebellion 


We know that the Word of God sets a very high pre- 
mium on filial piety. The fourth of the ten commandments, 
theonly commandment “with promise,” is the one that 
demands honor for father and mother (Ex. 20:12). When 
Moses reviewed the law before the entrance of the children 
of Israel into the land of Canaan, the sin of disobedience 
to parents was considered so terrible that the death sentence 
was attached to it. “If a man have a stubborn and rebellious 
son, which will not obey the voice of his father, or the 
voice of his mother, and that when they have chastened him 
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will not hearken unto them; then shall his father and his 
mother lay hold on him, and bring him out unto the elders 
of the city, and unto the gate of his place; and they shall 
say unto the elders of the city, This our son is stubborn and 
rebellious; he will not obey our voice . . . And all the men 
of his city shall stone him with stones, that he die; so shalt 
thou put evil away from among you; and all Israel shall hear 
and fear’ (Deut. 21:18-21). Perhaps this sin of stubbornness 
and rebellion was then considered so terrible because the 
children of Israel were about to go into the land of Canaan; 
that is, the sons of Shem were about to enter into the land 
of Ham, for Canaan was the son of Ham, named with his 
father in the original curse against the family. 

This same sin was accented once more in Moses’ farewell 
address. He uttered the curse on him “that setteth light by 
his father or his mother” (Deut. 27:16), “and all the people 
said, Amen.” The Hebrew word which is here translated to 
set light by is the same that is elsewhere rendered base, 
contempt, despise, esteem lightly, and seem vile. It is worth 
noting, also, that one of the marks of the time of the end, 
the desperate days that precede the return of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, is that children will be “disobedient to par- 
ents” (2 Tim. 3:2). In passing, let it be said that the parents 
who discipline their children properly not only teach them 
obedience to themselves as parents, but develop a pattern 
which enables them to obey God throughout their lives. Dis- 
ciplined children have learned the great and important 
principle of the acknowledgment of and submission to 
authority, and this attitude is one which God demands of 
His creatures. 

The curse which was pronounced by Noah was brief but 
very comprehensive. “Cursed be Canaan; a slave of slaves 
shall he be unto his brethren. And he said, Blessed be the 
Lord God of Shem; and Canaan shall be his slave. God 
shall enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the tents of 
Shem; and Canaan shall be his slave” (Gen. 9:25-27). 


Blessing from the Curse 

When God first pronounced a curse upon mankind in 
the garden of Eden, Adam and the woman both submitted 
to it and the result was great blessing. It is possible for God 
to take a second best (or a sixty-fourth best!) and make it 
into something very wonderful when it is accepted as being 
the present condition in which a man finds himself, and 
when he moves toward God from that condition. If you will 
take your situation, just as it is, and ask God to develop it 
to the fullness of its possibilities in blessing and submission 
to His will, there cannot fail to be great blessing. One of 
the glories of God in Christ is that He is able to make 
music from bruised reeds, and set smoking flax on fire (Mt. 
12:20). 

The Satan who had failed in his attempt to corrupt the 
entire human race before the flood would now work through 
Ham and his son Canaan who are filled with a wicked 
spirit of rebellion at God’s curse upon their actions. They 
did not wish to take their place as slaves of their brothers, 
and the result was more than a thousand years of war 
which ended in the virtual extermination of some branches 
of the Hamitic family and in the greater degradation of 
other branches. 

Satan has even attempted to obscure the history of the 
great defeat of the Hamitic peoples by circulating the 
slanderous scandal that the Negro race is the sole descendant 
of Ham, and that their color and slavery are the result of 
the curse by Noah. We believe that the genealogical tables 
of the tenth chapter of Genesis refute this teaching. There 
is no more evidence for it than there is for the common 
slander on a New Testament woman, Mary of Magdala, 


. who has been called a harlot so often that the name of her 


town has become synonymous with prostitution, and a 
woman of ill-repute can be called a Magdalene. The Bible, 
does not teach this or even suggest it. 

We propose to show that as a result of the great sin of 
Ham and possibly his son Canaan, and as a resplt of the 
terrible curse pronounced by God upon them and all their 
descendants, Satan laid hold upon this branch of humanity 
and began to use it in his attempt to bring all humanity 
under his sway. Great wars resulted that lasted almost to 
the time of Christ, when the last of the Hamitic nations 
was destroyed by the Romans in Carthage. 


The Sons of Ham : 

The sons of Ham are recorded as “Cush, Mizraim, and 
Phut, and Canaan” (Gen. 10:6). Some of these are easily 
and positively identified: beyond any question Mizraim is 
Egypt, and thus the RSV translates it, while Canaan is the 
father of the peoples who occupied what we now call the 
Holy Land, and its environs. Furthermore, the verse follow- 
ing states that the son of Cush was Nimrod. Most of our 
translations are so weak in the paragraph concerning Nim- 
rod that the truth behind the story has not become as evi- 
dent as the facts warrant. Never has there been a regular 
Sunday school lesson and rarely a sermon on this Satanic 
character, this grandson of Ham, who took up the curse of 
God as a challenge and warred against God, against the 
divine judgment and against the people who had been 
promised superiority over his family. The use of the word 
hunter to describe Nimrod has increased the confusion, for 
a good hunter is one to be admired, and the name has even 
been taken as a compliment for men who brought home a 


_ large bag of game. But a close study of the use of the word 


throughout the Old Testament reveals that Nimrod was a 
hunter of men and not a hunter of animals. 

This is certainly made clear in the Jeremiah passage 
which speaks of the judgments that shall come upon scatter- 
ed Israel, and of how God will seek them out and bring 
them back to their land. We read, “Behold, I will send for 
many fishers, said the Lord, and they shall fish them; and 
after will I send for many hunters and they shall hunt them 
from every mountain, and from every hill, and out of the 
holes of the rocks” (Jer. 16:16). These hunters of men are 
the Nimrods who have marked history in their hatred of 
God’s chosen people. They have been the despots, the ty- 
rants, the enslavers of souls, the subjugators, the arrogant, 
the proud, the defiant, who find their only authority in 
their own bosoms and despise the living and true God. 

In the light of such a passage as this, we may well render 
the Nimrod passage as follows: “And Cush begat Nimrod; 
he began to be a mighty despot in the land. He was an ar- 
rogant tyrant, defiant before the face of the Lord; wherefore 
it is said, Even as Nimrod, the mighty despot, haughty be- 
fore the face of the Lord. And the homeland of his empire 
was Babel, then Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in the land 
of Shinar. From this base he invaded the kingdom of As- 
shur, and built Nineveh, and Rehoboth-Ir, and Calah, and 
Resen between Nineveh and Calah. These make up one 
great city” (Gen. 10:1-12). Note the changes which we have 
made from the King James Version. We have given to Nim- 
rod_the quality of a tyrant rather than that of a mere 
hunter; we have seen that his attitude was a presumptuous 
and arrogant one before the Lord; that he invaded Assyria, 
a Semitic country, since verse 22 records that Asshur was a 
child of Shem. 

We will not here give space to the proof that in Nimrod 


(Continued on page 37) 
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By HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


AUGUST 21, 1955 
Hope for the Exiles 
Isaiah 55; Jeremiah 31; 50; Ezekiel 36 
Printed. Text: Isaiah 55 
Devotional Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-22 


DATES AND It is possible to date all of 
SETTINGS the textual portions of 
this lesson after the destruction of Jeru- 
salem and prior to the return of the cap- 
on: Tee oe aang © ie oy = 
their captivity, giving them a promise that 
the Lord. had not forgotten them but would 
a en The geo- 
graphical settings would be Babylon where 
the. exiles were, and Jerusalem the destroy- 


ed city. 
INTRODUCTION ‘There are times when 
ELS 
the Lord’s le have felt that the 
heavens have become brass; that God no 
I hears, is no longer interested in their 
problems. It is quite probable that the Jew- 
ish people, in exile in Babylon, felt this 
way as year after year rolled by and their 
hope of return to the ee ae ee 
ed no nearer than when they were first 
taken oy a situations like -— = is 
uite r ir to set in and hope 
She: atendenid. 1: ees in such a period 
that the Lord showed His mercy upon the 
wayward people who were enduring punish- 
ment for their sins, and sent His word of 
comfort and assurance through His spokes- 
men, the prophets. Our lesson for this week 
centers about Isaiah’s mighty chapter of re- 
demption and pardon, a beautiful sss of 
literary work which must have brought 
gladness to the exiles. 


The Exposition 
ISAIAH 55:1-5 In spite of the fact that 


the exiles were literally 

captives of the nation of Babylon, apparent- 
ly they had quite a bit of freedom. We 
ther from historical sources that a num- 
ber of the Jews engaged in commerce in 
Babylon and made such a good living, 
financially speaking, that they were per- 
fectly content to settle down in this new 
promised land and become a very part of 
its culture. Others, of course, still retained 
that longing to return to the homeland, 
Palestine. It was in part to meet the spirit- 
ual indifference that had motivated the 
Jews to become a part of their surround- 
ee See ie See. © pees 20 oe 
did. In the ing verse, the triple bless- 
t, nourishment, and ex- 
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hilaration are extended to the people who 
were thirsting for some measure of con- 
tentment and satisfaction in a land whose 
only satisfaction could be in the carnal 
realm. Thus, the prophet calls: come to the 
waters . . . buy wine . . . milk! Let it be 
noticed that this is not as much an invita- 
tion as it is a command. All too often, 
we turn into requests or invitations that 
which God commands. Examine anéw many 
of the verses used in inviting people to 
come to the Lord and you will be surprised 
to find they are commands. Then, remem- 
ber that the times of ignorance, God over- 
looked, but now commands! 

Verse 2 suggests that the people had been 
devoting themselves to relatively valueless 
occupations and tasks; in short, they had 
been squandering their time and efforts for 
material gain to the disadvantage of their 
spiritual condition. How often man seeks 
one thing after another in an attempt to 
bring satisfaction to himself. To all such, 
God says, “Why do you labor for that which 
does not satisfy?” It is only the Lord who 
can bring deep and abiding satisfaction to 
the human heart. However, having issued 
such a statement, let us be prepared to 
demonstrate the fact involved. How does 
He satisfy—in a tangible, down-to-earth 
manner? We too often speak sentimentally, 
but this is a practical age. You might at 
this point jot down some substantial rea- 
sons why you know the Lord does satisfy 


u. 
Observe (v. 3) once again three com- 
mands: incline . . . come . . . hear! All 
three are essential for the “. . . that 
your soul may live.” True life is only found 
when these three have been observed: a 
turning away from the fascinations of the 
carnal world, a coming to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and a istent listening to His 
voice of instruction. 
ISAIAH 55:6-9 Locally, this was another 
reminder for the benefit 
of the nation in captivity that they were in 
that state because of wickedness and rebel- 
lion. If they truly longed for restoration to 
their own land, let them seek the Lord in 
His nearness and call upon Him. Yet, that 
in itself was inadequate; mere profession of 
sorrow, mere vocal expression of tance 
is not sufficient. The next verse insists upon 
forsaking the evil way and abandoning 
wicked thoughts, in short, a thorough turn 
about or manifest repentance. How diverse 
are man’s thoughts from the thoughts of 
God (v. 8). When we permit the world, the 
flesh, and the Evil One to condition our 
thoughts, how can God's thoughts be ours? 
And, following right in line with thoughts 
are our ways! If our thoughts do not con- 
form to the divine thinking, certainly it is 
apparent that our ways shall also be con- 
trary to His. Verse 9 suggests the difference 








in terms of altitude or position; Heaven is 
higher than earth, and in that sense God’s 
thoughts and ways are more exalted than 
ours. But that is not the only way, for we 
have permitted sin to blight our thinking 
to the extent that the old cliché is true: we 
think God’s thoughts after Him—if at all. 
How marvelous it would be for all of the 
Lord’s people to be tuned in on the same 
wave Iength and thus think God’s thoughts 
along with Him. Personally, I believe this 
will eventually be true when we are with 
Christ in Heaven. But the barrier of sin 
makes such a telepathic process impossible 
now. Even so, God commands us to aban- 
don our evil thoughts and return to the 
Lord for mercy, pardon, and restoration. 
ISAIAH 55:10-11 What a promise we have 
in these words! God’s 
Word will never return void. So often we 
come to the place where we feel that we 
have something to do with the effectiveness 
of the Word; that the preacher who makes 
the most noise, is the most emotional in his 
presentation, or doctors up the Word the 
most cleverly—that he is the one most suc- 
cessful. In terms of time, perhaps; but in 
terms of eternity—never! God has never 
promised to honor emotionalism, or inten- 
sity, or human vigor and effort; but He has 
promised to honor His Word when it is 
sent forth. This is the promise of verses 10, 
11: “As the rain and snow ., . so shall my 
word. .. .” Many of ETERNiTy’s readers know 
that Dr. Barnhouse has always opened the 
pulpit Bible to this passage when he 
preaches for this is his conviction: that 
God will honor the Word as it is sent forth 
in accordance with this promise. This can 
also be the conviction—indeed, it must—of 
every preacher and teacher of the Word. 
When the Word is sent out in the power 
of the Holy Spirit, that is the fulfilling of 
our obligation; the results can well be left 
with the Lord for they constitute His re- 
sponsibility. “It shall prosper!” 
ISAIAH 55:12-13_ Poetically, the prophet 
has here predicted the re- 
turn of the exiles to their own land in joy 
and peace—a promise that was literally ful- 
filled as a result of the decree of Cyrus. The 
ruined city would be rebuilt; the debris of 
the destruction of Jerusalem would be clear- 
ed away and a new beginning established. 
Indeed, this was a message of hope for the 
exiles. 

But, there is much more in this entire 
beautiful chapter than simply a reference 
to the captivity. For here we have a for- 
ward look to the.centuries long after Isaiah 
had passed from the scene. Here is the com- 
ing of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Holy One 
of Israel. Here is the promise of life, and 
redemption through Him. Here is also the 
provision of the water of life to all who will 
obey the command and come without mon- 
ey to partake of what God has provided. 
The command to seek the Lord while He 
may be found is timeless; it abides today. 
The promises of mercy and pardon are uni- 
Vv offers of God’s matchless grace. And 
the assurance of being led forth in peace 
and going forth in joy are daily experienced 
by those who come to God by way of the 
cross of Jesus Christ. And, of course, there 
is in this chapter the promise of the glor- 
ious time in the future when Christ shall 
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rule as King and the kingdom of this world 
shall have become the kingdom of our Lord 
and His Christ! 


AUGUST 28, 1955 


Deliverance and Return 
Ezra 1; 2:64-65; Isaiah 44:21—45:13 
Printed Text: Isaiah 45:1-4, 13; Ezra 1:1-7 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 126 


DATES AND ’ There are two principal 
SETTINGS portions assigned to us in 
this lesson. The decree of Cyrus the Persian 
monarch was issued somewhere in the vicin- 
ity of 538 B.C. from his palace in Susa (Shu- 
shan). The prophecy of Isaiah was given 
before the destruction of Jerusalem. It can 
be dated about 700 B.C. or before. Isaiah’s 
word from the Lord was given, in all prob- 
ability, in Jerusalem the capital. 
INTRODUCTION The two passages of Scrip- 
ture in this lesson are 
complementary; taken together they furnish 
us with one of the great demonstrable 
proofs of the power of God in predicting 
future events and foretelling them through 
His human instruments. One of the high 
ints of prophecy has always been Isaiah’s 
oreseeing that Cyrus, the Persian king, 
would be the one the Lord would use to 
bring back His people from their exile. 
Of course, the critic who refuses to be- 
lieve in the element of predictive prophecy 
assigns a much later date to Isaiah’s proph- 
ecy, claiming that it was “deutero-” or pos- 
sibly even “trito-” Isaiah—second or third 
Isaiah. But the earnest student of the Word 
need not be dismayed by such ideas; there 
is only one Isaiah, son of Amoz; he was the 
author of the entire book which goes by 
his name. If any of our readers are interest- 
ed in a good work on this whole question 
of Isaianic authorship, we strongly recom- 
mend a work by Oswald T. Allis, The Unity 
of Isaiah, which can be. secured through 
ETERNITY Book Service. But when the read- 
er who is unbiased sees a prediction in 
Isaiah 44 and 45 to the effect that Cyrus 
will be God’s “shepherd” and be responsible 
for the Lord’s people returning to their 
land; and then that same reader finds, over 
a century and a half later, that Cyrus, a 
Persian king, issues an edict permitting the 
people to return to their homeland—he is 
bound to cry out in praise to the One who 
so controls history that ‘ie can foretell 
events just as they will happen. This is the 
story of our lesson for this week. 


The Exposition 


ISAIAH 44:21-28 Although this is not part 

of the assigned text, it 
will form a helpful background to our con- 
centration upon the verses prescribed in 
chapter 45. To a people who had not yet 
gone into captivity, these words must have 
sounded like idle talk; much the same, per- 
haps, as much of predictive prophecy in 
the word sounds to the carnal mind of our 
own day! But how meaningful these words 
became when the people of God were away 
in their exilic home for the seventy years. 
How those warnings—and hopes—Isaiah had 
issued must have come back with bitter 
memories of the wretchedness of their 
lives and God’s justice in punishing them. 
Yet, as they recalled Isaiah’s inspired words 
(vv. 21, 22), they realized that God had not 
cast them away; He was yet going to do 
something for them: “. . . you will not be 
forgotten by me. I have swept away your 
transgressions like a cloud and your sins 
like mist; return to me, for I have re- 
deemed you!” In verses 24ff., there is a 
pzan of praise to the Lord, Creator and 
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“This is the baby Moses...” 


Do you know that 


GOSPEL LIGHT LESSONS 


make the Bible 


ALIVE and 
ALLURING 


to all ages-young and old? 


You want your Sunday school to 
attract more people of every age. 
You want to introduce more people 
to the Bible and its message of the 
Savior. You want to give all whom 
you reach a living knowledge of 
God’s Word. 

Therefore you want your Sunday 
school lessons to be arresting, ap- 
pealing, and inviting. Gospel Light 
Lessons have these cteristics. 

They teach the whole Bible and 
they teach it... 

—Simply (proper vocabulary and 
thought patterns for each age 
level) 

—Sensibly (an orderly, well-bal- 
anced Bible curriculum) 

—Scientifically (educationally-cor- 


rect visual aids and manual . 


activities—vital helps to learn- 


—Spiritually (a stirring, practical 
challenge pervading every les- 


son 

With Cospel Light lessons in your 
Sunday school your pupils will at- 
tend more regularly, show more in- 
terest, learn more of the Bible, and 
bring more new members. Not just 
a few lessons but many will now be 
remembered for a life-time. Classes 
dwindling because of worn-out ways 
of teaching will become a forgotten 
experience. Teachers will rejoice be- 
cause of personal improvement and 


Gospel Light lessons have been 
thoroughly tested in thousands of 
Sunday schools throughout the land, 
but still—you must see them to ap- 
preciate their value. Sample mate- 
rials will be sent free on request. 
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WILLIAM A. MIEROP 


Aug. 1-7, Living Water Bible Conference, Cortez, 
Pa.; Aug. 14, Hydewood Park Baptist Church, 
North Plainfield, N. J.; Aug. 15-21, Morning 
Cheer Bible Conference, Sandy Cove, Northeast, 
Md.; Aug. 28, Calvary Baptist Church, Bristol, Pa. 


MEL DIBBLE 

Aug. 8-14, Pinebrook Bible Conference, East 
Stroudsburg, Pa.; Aug. 28-Sept. 4, First Baptist 
Church, Hamilton, Ohio. 

RALPH L. KEIPER 


Aug. 2-24, ETERNITY Magazine Scenic Western 
Tour. 
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GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 


9th and Sevth Carolina Ave., $.E. 
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TABERNACLE BAPTIST CHURCH 
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South River, N. J. 

We preach Christ crucified—risen— 
coming again. Sunday services— 
mi A.M. and 8 P.M. 

Rev. D. K. Balfour, Pastor 
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Miami Beach Independent 
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Dr. Willis E. Garrett, Pastor 
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NORFOLK, VA. 





BAY VIEW BAPTIST CHURCH 
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James F. Burks, Pastor 
Sunday Services: 8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m 
and 7:45 p.m. 

“. . . we preach Christ crucified.” 
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Maintainer of the universe. Observe the 
contrast between God's prophets and the 

udo-prophets of men: the Lord “. . . 

trates the omens of liars and makes 
fools of diviners . . .” but “. . . confirms 
the word of His servant and performs the 
counsel of His messengers . . .” (vv. 25, 26). 
The promise of a restored Jerusalem 
through the mediatorship of Cyrus is con- 
veyed in verses 26 and 27. And again, we 
mention that no one, apart from divine as- 
sistance, could predict even the name of a 
future helper of the exiles. We are either 
forced to the conclusion that is taken by 
liberal anti-supernaturalists—that a later 
writer penned these words, not Isaiah; or, 
you are thrown on the inexhaustible power 
of God to foresee and predict. We prefer 
the latter. 
ISAIAH 45:1-4 These words were address- 
ed to Cyrus by God, 
through Isaiah the prophet—Cyrus, a pagan 
king who did not have the slightest idea 
who the true God was (v. 4). The Lord 
picked him out in advance as the one who 
would have the honor of releasing the ex- 
iles and sending them back to their own 
land. We may well wonder whether this 
ancient prophecy of Isaiah was actually 
brought to the attention of Cyrus during 
the exile; whether the sacred text had any- 
thing to do with Cyrus’ action. in releasing 
the captives. After all, he did claim to have 
been told by God that the Temple should 
be rebuilt (cf. Ezra 1:2). 

Perhaps it might be in order to mention 
something here about the following verses, 
even though they are not a part of our 
text. The Persian religion was-a~dualistic 
faith; two great powers were thought to 
control all phases of power. Ahura Mazda, 
the god of the light and good; Ahriman, 
the god of darkness, evil, and misery. Ap- 
parently, both of these were equally power- 
ful and controlled .their respective areas of 
life’ It was to counteract this dualistic the- 
ology that the Lord led the prophet to 
write as he did in verses five onward. For 
here, God Himself claims to be supreme 
and in control of the entire universe; He 
does not share His power with any being 
of darkness or evil; He is on the throne of 
the universe, is its Creator and Upholder. 
EZRA 1:1-7 The book of Ezra begins 

at the start of the régime 
of Cyrus over the Babylonian empire. It was 
in the year 539 B.C. that Cyrus—already 
famous as a warrior—defeated the Chaldzan 
army at Babylon and annexed this area to 
his rapidly-growing kingdom. History tells 
us that Cyrus—this is Cyrus II—made rapid 
conquests of the surrounding territories to 
his own Persia and became the ruler of the 
largest empire the world had, at that time, 
seen. His conquest of the Medes added them 
to the Persian grouping and in 539 B.C., 
he annexed Babylon as well. It is interest- 
ing to note that Cyrus II was known for 
his clemency to all his subdued peoples 
which was quite out of character for an 
oriental king. This leniency was exhibited 
in his act of permitting the captured Jews 
to return to their homeland to rebuild the 
Temple. While Cyrus seems to have had 
some sort of message from the Lord (v. 2), 
we cannot say that he was converted to 
Judaism in any way. Apparently, from 
archzological material which has been un- 
earthed, we can ascertain that Cyrus was a 
devotee of the Babylonian god, Marduk. 
The archzological discovery of the so- 
called “Cyrus cylinder” confirms, from ex- 
tra-Biblical sources, the edict permitting the 
Jews to return to their homeland. 

The pronouncement of verses two to four 
sounds “official” as though it were a legal 
document written to authorize the return 
of the Jews and granting them entrance on 





the part of the authorities in Judah. Again, 


let us point out that this proclamation did 
not fall with too much favor on the ears of 
some of the Jews who had “found a home” 
in Babylon. Many had settled down and 
were content to continue in the commercial- 
ism of this ancient city; they had no par- 
ticular longing to return to the hardship 
that would naturally await the returning 
exiles. But, as verse 5 suggests, some of the 
people had their spirits stirred by the Lord 
to return; the Lord always has His remnant 
who want to do His work, cost what it may! 
This is true today in our modern church 
system also. Many are content to drift and 
let others do the work when any real effort 
is involved. But the Lord always stirs 
enough workers to get what He wants done 
accomplished in His own time. If we, as 
individuals are not willing to be used, God 
has others who will listen to His voice. 
They will be rewarded while we lose that 
blessing and reward. 

You will recall that Nebuchadrezzar had 
carried the holy vessels of the Jerusalem 
sanctuary into Babylon, and they were in 
the treasury and were used for pagan feasts 
of the Chaldzans. These, Cyrus restored to 
the returning exiles. Without any doubt, 
the Lord’s ways are remarkable and un- 
searchable. We cannot pin God down to 
any set methods or means of accomplish- 
ing His mighty wonders; His ways are so 
diverse that He is always one step ahead 
of us! He may use pagan rulers and call 
them “my shepherd” (Isa. 44:28) or “my 
servant” (Jer. 25:9); or He may use His 
own people. But, our Lord knows where He 
is going and never makes a mistake! 


SEPTEMBER 4, 1955 
Worship Revived in Jerusalem 


Ezra 3—6; Haggai; Zechariah 1:1—6; 4:1—10 
Printed Text: Ezra 3:1, 10-11; 
Haggai 1:7-9, 14; Zachariah 4:6-9 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 96:1-9 


DATES AND The events in the lesson 
SETTINGS for this week can all be 
encompassed within the period 538 B.C. 
(decree to return to the Holy Land) to 515 
B.C. (Temple completed). The place is 
Jerusalem where the work was going on. 


INTRODUCTION It must have been a very 
discouraging sight to re- 

turn to Jerusalem and find the ruins of the 
once magnificent Temple, as well as the 
walls of the city, lying in piles of debris 
much as they had been seventy years be- 
fore. All of the old memories which had 
been so carefully rehearsed through the 
years of exile probably came back to the 
returning captives as they once more set 
foot on their home soil. Of course, remem- 
ber that most of those who had gone out 
of Jerusalem as adult captives had, in all 
probability, — on during the exile. 
Only some of the younger of the prisoners 
of that time would be in the group that 
returned, and they would be along in years. 
The new generation, born and raised in 
Babylon, had undoubtedly been nurtured 
in. the traditions and the horrors of the ruin 
of Jerusalem and those who went with the 
group going to Jerusalem at the decree of 
Cyrus must have been chagrined over the 
destruction and the weed-covered areas of 
what once had been so beautiful a city. But, 
there were some hard-working men in the 
group—godly people who wanted to restore 
Jerusalem and the Temple to its former 
magnificence, principally in order that true 
worship might be restored in the Holy City. 
Naturally, when the Lord’s people desire 
to walk more closely with Him—when they 
determine to restore a fellowship that has 
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_ been broken—the devil is always on hand 
to seek to offset their labors, to curtail their 
enthusiasm. So it was in ancient Jerusalem 
when the captives returned; so it still is to- 
day. Whenever you seek a closer walk with 
the Lord, there will be opposition—of a 
stealthy, surreptitious sort, or outright hos- 
tility. Be prepared for it and do not let 
that opposition sidetrack you. 


The Exposition 


Two outstanding person- 
alities must be kept in 
mind in studying this. section of Hebrew 
history: Zerubbabel (lit., seed of Babylon) 
who became the overseer of the civil affairs 
of the returning exiles; and Jeshua, the 
overseer of religious matters in connection 
with the return to Jerusalem. They are as- 
sociated with the rebuilding of the Temple, 
after Cyrus the Persian had given his decree 
or edict for liberty to the captives, permit- 
ting them to return to Jerusalem. Observe 
(v. 3) that the altar was put in place and 
sacrifices were offered upon it morning and 
evening; the reason for the action, appar- 
ently, was “for fear . . . of the peoples of 
the lands . . .” Remember that, during the 
exile, the Samaritans~mixed-breed people 
who replaced the captive Northern Kingdom 
when they had been removed from their 
land in 722 B.C.—descended into Judah even 
as the Edomites moved north to take over 
parts of Judah. When a whole nation is led 
away captive, whether it be the Northern 
Kingdom (722 B.C.) or the Southern King- 
dom (586 B.C.), the surrounding nations 
naturally will move in and take over. This 
was a part of the problem faced by the re- 
turning exiles, unwelcome neighbors, who 
did not relish the idea of being pushed out 
of their acquired territory. 

There is a significant statement in verse 
6. The sacrifices were offered, yet there was 
a constant reminder that the Temple was 
not yet built. The sacrifices had to be of- 
fered in sort of a temporary shelter. This 
finally became unbearable, so action was 
taken. When these men determined that 
nothing would stop them from getting the 
Lord’s work done and His house built, it 
was a decision that had far-reaching results. 
Finally, in the case of the Temple, the 
foundation was finished, and there was 
great praise and honor ascribed to the Lord 
who had enabled them. We read of mingled 
joy and tears; those who had never seen 
the first Temple, having been born in Baby- 
lonian captivity, rejoiced. Those who had, 
as youngsters, seen the magnificence of the 
first Temple, shed tears of mingled sorrow 
and joy when they realized that once more 
a Temple of worship to the true God was 
being raised. 


HAGGAI 1:7-9 


EZRA 3:1,3,10,11 


Apparently, one of the 
first things that the peo- 
ple returning from exile did when they ar- 
rived on “home soil” was to attend to their 
own interests first. That is characteristic! 
The Lord usually gets the “tail end” of our 
attention, after all of our wants and needs 
are taken care of. However, from what we 
can gather from reading the entire book of 
Haggai (And the teacher will, of course, do 
this and not be satisfied with the printed 
portions of the lesson!) the people of the 
Lord were content to let the matter of 
building the Temple ride. How easy it is to 
shift responsibility, shirk necessary labor, 
take a “let George do it!” attitude—even 
today! 

It was only when the prophet Haggai 
launched out in his biting sarcasm that the 
people realized the element of a quickened 
conscience. Only then they knew that they 
had put self first and the Lord was left out 
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of the picture. Everyone should read verses 
2 to 6 at this point. Haggai pointed to the 
fine homes the le had built for them- 
selves and, if it been modern times, he 
would have included the annual purchase 
of a new car to grace the front of the house. 
The Lord's people in those days had spent 
money and time lavishly on their own per- 
sonal interests, but the Lord’s house had 
fallen to nothingness. Such labor and ex- 
penditure would not really amount to any- 
thing in the long run, the prophet said 
(see v. 6); the Lord will judge ultimately 
and that which has been t will be like 
money put into a bag with holes. God’s 
blessing will never rest upon an individual 
—or a church—that puts second things first. 
Would to God we had some is in our 
own day—prophets of God who would stand 
up and denounce the selfishness of Ameri- 
can church-goers. Would to God that our 
churches would gain a sense of priority, 
realizing that the things of the Lord might 
come first! Would that we might learn 
what the hymn writer knew when he said, 
“All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to His blood.” That Hag- 
gai’s efforts were rewarded is evident from 
verse 14; the Lord stirred the people and 
work was begun onethe House of God. 
There needs to be a “stirring” in our day, 
too, and each reader of this lesson might 
do well to pray: “Lord, let the stirring be- 
gin with me!” 

ZECHARIAH 4:6-9 The book of Zechariah is 


: ae — with liar vis- 
ions wi ve often puzzled interpreters 
of the book. Zechariah was a “mynic"—a 


man to whom God by means of such 
visions, in order that his message might be 
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in some measure similar to Jesus’ parables 


centuries later. In this chapter, there is the 
vision of the golden lampstand with a 
bowl and seven ps, and two olive trees 
by it, flanking the lampstand on either 
side. When the prophet was shown this vis- 
ion, and asked its interpretation the angel 
explained in the words of our assigned 
text. Things that are accomplished do not 
come through man’s power or wisdom, but 
through the mighty strength of the Spirit 
of God. How we need to learn this for our 
day also—that our own efforts are sure to 
fail; it is only as we look beyond our 
to the Spirit of God for His help 
that we find the true God wants 
us to have. Zerubbabel, a of the man 
of God who relies on the Spirit, found ob- 
stacles; yet these obstacles were dissolved 
one by one as he brought the power of 
God to bear against them. Mountains of 
trouble? They shall be as plains! 
CONCLUSION: Two main issues as set 
forth here are to be 
stressed. (1) National and personal well- 
being are always to be ultimately found in 
faithful surrender to the will of the Lord, 
and a willingness to submit to His declared 
purpose plan for our lives. (2) Self- 
interests, when given priority above loyalty 
to the Lord, will invariably lead to poverty, 
both material and spiritual, as well as diffi- 
culty and judgment. Difficulties are over- 
come when the Lord is put first, and we 
realize our tasks are not performed by 
might nor power, but by the Spirit of God. 


SEPTEMBER 11, 1955 
Struggle for Survival 


Nehemiah 1; 2; 4; 6; 12:27-31, 38, 43 
Printed Text: Nehemiah 4:6-9, 15, 21-23; 
; 12:27, 43 
Devotional Reading: Nehemiah 1:6-11 


DATES AND The date for the going of 
SETTINGS Nehemiah to Passes, hee 
was approximately 445 B.C. The events of 
the lesson take us to both Shushan (Susa) 
where the palace of the king was located, 
and Jerusalem, the place where Nehemiah 
and his company went to survey and build. 
INTRODUCTION The book of Nehemiah 

offers a tremendous a- 
mount of excellent material for the Lord’s 
people who have lost their vision of greater 
things to be accomplished for His glory, or 
possibly those who have the vision but lack 
the incentive to get started or to continue. 
Being a Christian and living the Christian 
life are not matters. Service for the 
Lord Jesus Christ is often filled with all 
sorts of discouragement and disheartening 
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experiences. Yet at the same time, the child 
of God has the assurance that he does not 
stand nor work alone; that there is One 
who is sufficiently able to help him to 
overcome all obstacles, whatever their na- 
ture. The lesson before us—indeed, the 
whole book of Nehemiah—teaches this sig- 
nificant truth that all of us need to learn. 
Those who would understand the full 
teaching of our lesson must read the whole 
book through. It reads almost like a diary 
as Nehemiah recorded his experiences, dis- 
illusionments, obstacles, victories, and chal- 
lenges. This book—in part, at least—could 
well be the record of your life also. 


The Exposition 
NEHEMIAH By way of introducing the 
1 and 2 texts assigned to us, let 


us point out that Nehemiah, an official in 
the Babylonian court, received word of the 
laxity of the returned exiles at Jerusalem. 
This message brought a lot of sorrow to 
this godly man who desired so much to see 
Jerusalem become the great religious center 
of the truth that it had been in the past. 
His inner thoughts betrayed themselves on 
his outward expression and the king, notic- 
ing it, discovered what troubled his faithful 
official. Granting Nehemiah license to go to 
Jerusalem and stir up the populace, the 
king gave him letters of int 
authority, and sent Nehemiah on his way 
rejoicing, with a company of assistants. 
When he arrived at the Holy City he ran 
into immediate trouble. Sanballat and his 
underlings sensed something of the purpose 
of Nehemiah—that of reviving an effort that 
had become dormant—and determined that 
they would do all in their power to offset 
his enthusiasm. The night episode—Nehe- 
miah stalking about the walls of Jerusalem, 
lying in ruin, amid the shadows and fearful 
night specters—is something that sounds as 
if it came out of a mystery story or Holly- 
wood thriller. But in his nocturnal survey, 
Nehemiah came to certain conclusions and 
immediately began to encourage the dis- 
heartened ple to get busy on the re- 
building of the walls of the city. 
NEHEMIAH Sanballat and his confed- 
4:6-9, 15, 21-23 erates who had laughed 
the Jews to scorn (2:19) laughed out of the 
other side of their faces when they saw the 
work begun with a vengeance. And 4:1 tells 
us that they were angry when they noticed 
that the Jews were really going to do the 
job, despite its, obstacles. Verses 1-3 suggest 
the opposition the Jews faced by innuendo 
and ridicule, but Nehemiah knew there 
was a power greater than that which the 
enemy —prayerful communion 
with God (vv. 4-6). Notice the last part of 
verse 6 which itemizes a prime necessity if 
the Lord’s people are going to get any 
work for Him done: “. . . the people had 
a mind to work.” Without this, a project 
is stalemated and. will never be fully ac- 
complished. How often have activities for 
the glory of the Lord fallen by the wayside 
because the Lord’s people did not have a 
mind to work. In mal interest realms 
—yes! But in the things of the Lord—no! 
A further obstacle to the rebuilding of 
the walls was conspiracy and undermining 
of the effort. The persistent danger of at- 
tack lay like a sword of Damocles over the 
heads of the workmen. But again, Nehe- 
miah had the answer: preparedness. Each 
worker carried a weapon by his side; guards 
were posted day and night. The very prac- 
tical nature of the prayer life of these peo- 
ple is illustrated in verse 9 where Nehemiah 


wrote: “. . . we made our prayer to our 
God, and set a watch . . . day and night 
. ...” That is being practical! Depending 
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on. the Lord—yes! But at the same time, 
taking care not to let down the guard on 
our side. How modern. Christians need to 
learn some of this practical faith. 

Again, the inevitable would happen—the 
people themselves would become discour- 
aged. How normal and natural! If the ene- 
mies of the Lord’s people beat hard enough 
on the ear-drums or lives of the Lord’s 
own, sooner or later—unless they are ex- 
ceptional—human weakness and frailty will 
give way and discouragement will set in. 
Like Peter in New Testament times who 
looked at the waves while he walked to 
meet Jesus on the water and began to sink 
—these ancients looked at the debris and 
the decay round about them, and consider- 
ed the constant attacks of the enemy. And 
it was not long before they began to lose 
interest once more. “What’s the use?” was 
their cry. Perhaps you may have known 
such an attitude., At such times, we need 
to remember that greater is He who is on 
our side than the power on the side of the 
enemy. Nehemiah’s counsel was to take 
your eyes from the obstacles and “remem- 
ber the Lord!” (v. 14). Out of this experi- 
ence, an organized system was developed so 
that the workers might work without fear 
while some of their brethren watched, and 
then vice versa (vv. 21-23). 


NEHEMIAH We cannot pass over the 
12:27, 43 intermediate chapters 
without some comment. Opposition con- 
tinued in many diverse forms. One of these 
was by shrewd trickery. Sanballat sensed 
that he was virtually a beaten man. Yet, 
one more ruse was worthy of trial. If he 
could just lure Nehemiah out of his strong- 
hold behind the walls . . . Thus, he sent 
a notice: “come on down and let us have a 
conference; perhaps we can come to terms.” 
But Nehemiah considered his responsibility 
to the Lord and to the Lord’s people. The 
work had to be continued; there was no 
time for any let up—even for a “foreign 
minister’s” conference. So, he sent a polite 
note back: “I am doing a great work so 
that I cannot come down. Why should the 
work cease while I leave it and come down 
to you?” That must have seared the hands 
of Sanballat with its sarcasm; yet it was 
true! 

The writer of these lessons has found that 
there are so many demands on his time 
that it is constantly necessary to put less 
important things to one side. Thus, if an 
invitation comes in to speak here or there 
and some invitation arrives at the same 
time for a social gathering or relatively un- 
important committee meeting or confer- 
ence; a choice must be made! Which will 
accomplish lasting—perhaps eternal—values? 
Will my presence at a meeting where I may 
break the Word of God to a congregation 
be of more help to people than my spend- 
ing an evening listening to and engaging 
in the pleasantries of a social time? And 
more than likely, the sentiments expressed 
by Nehemiah are politely sent to the less 
mportant function: “. . . why should the 
(Lord’s) work cease while I leave it to 
come down to you?” It is an ideal way to 
become unpopular with the social set, but 
the child of God must seek the approval 
of the Lord, not man! 

Finally, the walls were finished (12:27) 
and a great time of praise and thanksgiving 
took place. True worship was restored; the 
Lord was once again given His rightful 
place, and His blessing returned. All be- 
cause a few of the Lord’s own were willing 
to accept leadership and the rest were “of 
a mind to work.” What a lesson for our 
times! How much might be accomplished 
for the Lord by a united people of God 
under consecrated, dedicated leadership. 
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500,000 Bible References 
at Your Command! 


RALPH L. KEIPER, Book Review Editor 


What would it be like to have 500,000, 
and I do mean five hundred thousand, 
Bible references at your command? 
When asked to speak on a subject from 
the Bible, how would you like to be 
able to accept the invitation, knowing 
that you will have a real message filled 
with God’s Word and that you will not 
have to give a stupid little sermon, full 
of wind but empty of ideas? 

There is a book which has these five 
hundred thousand references and which 
will enable you to fill your messages with 
the Word of God. For the past ten years 
it has been on my desk along with Dr. 
Gray's Bible Synthesis and Dr. Torrey’s 
What the Bible Teaches, reviewed in 
this column in the June and July Erer- 
nity. This book is The Treasury of 
Scripture Knowledge, with an introduc- 
tion by R. A. Torrey. This work is not 
a commentary on the Bible, neither is 
it an encyclopedia of Bible facts. It is 
literally “a Bible on the Bible.” 

Each verse of the Bible is taken up, 
phrase by phrase. References from other 
parts of the Bible are brought to bear on 
a given phrase, clarifying it and showing 
its development throughout the Word 
of God. There are no words of explana- 
tion, only Bible references to a given 
phrase of a verse are given. The Bible 
student must make his own analysis of 
the references given, fitting them into 
the over-all doctrine as taught in the 
Word. 

For example, in Genesis 1:1 there is 
the expression, “In the beginning. . . .” 
After this expression there are approxi- 
mately sixty-nine references to God’s act 
of creating the world. When the Bible 
student looks up all these references, he 
dicovers when God created the world, 
how, why, where, when, and for whom. 
Thus there unfolds the whole story of 
creation. When each reference is looked 
up, one finds countless references to 
the references, thus an endless chain of 
truth is at the finger tips of the student. 

To use this book one must be willing 
to work. The treasury demands digging 
into but to the miner who is willing to 
dig, there will be nuggets of grace to be 
discovered. 

For the past three years, I have thread- 
ed my way through the epistle to the 
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Ephesians with the Treasury of Scripture 
Knowledge at my elbow. The work has 
been tedious but rewarding. Not only 
have I been able to complete an excel- 
lent commentary on Paul’s letter but I 
have a treasury of doctrine which has 
grown out of my study in THE TREAS- 
URY OF SCRIPTURE KNOWLEDGE. 
In the introduction to the work, Dr. 
R. A. Torrey gives his testimony to the 
way in which this volume was a help to 
his. mastery of God’s Word. I can add 
my testimony to his commendation. This 
is a work that you do not read. This is 
a tool with which you dig into God’s 
Word. You cannot be without it, if you 
would be an intelligent student of the 
Bible. (Ererniry Book Service $4.50). 


The Doctrine of Sanctification. Arthur W. 
Pink. Bible Truth Depot. 206 pp. $3.00. 
Any expository work of the late Dr. 

Arthur W. Pink should arouse more than 

casual attention. Few have not been blessed 

by his contributions to the study of Genesis 
and the Gospel of John. His gloves are off 
in this hard-hitting Bible-wide exposition 
of The Doctrine of Sanctification. It will 





cause much discussion and research in the 
days ahead. 

Our author deals in order with the fol- 
lowing phases of the doctrine: Its Meaning, 
Its Necessity, Its Problem, Its Solution, Its 
Nature, Its Author, Its Procurer, Its Securer, 
Its Rule, and Its Instrument. The approach 
claimed is non-theological but practical (p. 
23). Pink points out his disagreement with 
many on the subject and then proceeds to 
underline the fact that those who “have 
been sanctified by God are holy in them- 
selves” (p. 13). 

Believing that a holy nature was given to 
the first Adam, Pink teaches that Christ 
is our sanctification the very moment justi- 
fication takes place and that this sanctifica- 
tion works practically, by means of a purify- 
ing exercise in the heart of the believer. 
Thus by sanctification we are fitted for 
fellowship with and enjoyment of the Holy 
One (p. 73). Sanctification is the work of 
the Triune God: the Father is the Author, 
the Son is the Procurer, and the Holy Spirit 
is the Securer. 

The Rule of Sanctification is said to be 
“a real conformity unto the moral law” 
(p. 171), which in turn is made equivalent 
to the “moral image of God.” The life of 
a believer even when sanctified in himself 
is said more usually to be “most deeply dis- 
tressed” (p. 197) due to the sense of sin 
and holiness in contrast and conflict within 
him. Thus Pink strikes out against “anti- 
nomians” on one side and the “sweetness 
and light” people on the other. 

The thrust of this book is fine: “Be ye 
holy; for I am holy” (1 Peter 1:16). It is a 
serious call fo a holy life. The call needs 
to be louder every day. As to Pink’s success 
in arriving at the true doctrine of sancti- 
fication in all of its fullness one will have 
to be guided by judgment of his decisive 
statements after delicate turns of thought. 
The pendulum swings very far on the sub- 
ject of the law. 

Douctas B. MACCORKLE 


The Unchanging Commission. David Ade- 
ney. I.V.C.F. 94 pp. $1.50. 
This is one of the most balanced and in- 
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formative. missionary books that I have had 
the pleasure of reading for a very long 
time. As most people well know, David Ade- 
ney was himself a missionary in China and 
did a splendid work amongst Chinese stu- 
dents and is at present Missionary Secretary 
of the I.V.C.F. So it is from a wide experi- 
ence and keen personal devotion to the 
missionary cause that he writes. 


The book presents some very challenging, 
up-to-date information about the missionary 
situatiorl. Two facts which were of particu- 
lar interest to me were (1) that at the pres- 
ent time “in French West Africa, Islam is 
gaining fourteen converts to every convert 
to Christianity according to government 
statistics,” and (2) that while Belgian Congo 
has nearly two thousand foreign missionaries 
for a population of 11.5 million, North 
Africa with 23 million people has only 
about two hundred and fifty missionaries. 

Mr. Adeney is very honest and frank in 
dealing with missionary failures as well as 
victories, and his chapters on the “Mission- 
ary Motive,” the “Missionary Today,” “To 
Every Man His Work,” and the “Missionary 
Goal” should be read by any person who 
is considering his life’s vocation, or con- 
sidering whether or not he is called to 
the mission field. ~ 

Eric S. FIFE 


Portrait of Calvin. T. H.-L. Parker. West- 
minster. 124 pp. $2.00. 

The life and writings of John Calvin, the 
reformer, always provide interesting and 
stimulating reading. He was a rare man as 
men went in those days, a scholar whose 
printed works have proved to be blessings 
to innumerable Christians through the 
years. Although there are a number of 
works on the life and ministry of this man 
of God, not many are available in miost 
modern book stores, and this brief volume 
will meet a real need in bringing the mod- 
ern generation up to date on Calvin. 

Rev. T. H. L. Parker, the author, has 
since 1948 been vicar of Brothertoft in 
Lincolnshire, England, and has given us 
within the covers of this brief volume, a 
wealth of information and a very helpful 
biography of one of the great men of his- 
tory. The book is divided into eight parts 
covering, among other matters: the train- 
ing of Calvin for his role as reformer; his 
writings, which were most abundant; his 
work as a theologian; his home and family 
life; his work as a minister of God; and his 
ecumenical outlook. There is a suggested 
list of books for collateral reading appended 
to the volume. We commend the book to 
our ‘readers most heartily. 

H. H. E. 


The Future of the in Prophecy 
and Fulfillment. Martin J. Wyngaarden. 
Baker. 211 pp. $3.50. 

Probably the only substantial book in the 
English language on the subject: “The 
Scope of ‘Spiritualization’ in the Scripture,” 
this material was first presented in 1934 and 
is now reprinted by Baker Book House 
(though its being a reprint is not so in- 
dicated), with possible slight revision. 

Our author is listed as Professor of Old 
Testament Interpretation at the well-known 
Calvin Theological Seminary at Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. Writing as an Amillen- 
nialist, Wyngaarden makes a somewhat 
unique concession along the line that it is 
remarkable that many fulfillments of 
prophecy “are so exceedingly literal” (p. 
197). He also makes confession that Amillen- 
nialism has little to show in the field of 
principles of interpretation of prophecy 
(p. 197). Thus in this essentially pioneer 
book, his aim is “that this investigation shall 
be directly based upon the Biblical evidence 
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for such spiritualization; and also that it 


shall be systematic, aiming to cover the en-° 


tire scope of what is actually spiritualized 
in the Scriptures by the Holy Spirit, their 
author” (p. 81). He gives definition to his 
interpretative principle as follows: “An 
item, then, is spiritually interpreted in this 
sense, because its literal meaning has been 
enriched, in some way, by the Holy Spirit, 
and because the specific evidence for the 
enrichment can be adduced, from Scripture” 
(p. 86). 

Dr. Wyngaarden’s inductive method is 
obviously selective and it may even be suc- 
cessfully questioned whether it is represen- 
tatively so. The treatment leaves the re- 
viewer with -the reaction that spiritualiza- 
tion is here proven at best to be a good rela- 
tive of allegorization if not its twin. We 
have before us, not a popular study on 
prophecy, but a text for study. The accent 
is upon reasoning even where the connec- 
tions between the Testaments are assumed 
to be apparent and are even ascribed to the 
enrichment of the Holy Spirit. We doubt 
that the Holy Spirit would so completely 
avoid respect for His own literary ‘igures 
of speech, especially metonymy. 

Nevertheless, commendation is due the 
author for making a courageous attempt to 
extricate Amillennialism from a completely 
negative mold. 

Doucias B. MACCORKLE 


Expository Outlines on the Whole Bible. 
Charles Simeon. Vol. 11. Zondervan. 620 
pp. $3.95. 

Here is another of Zondervan’s ambitious 
reprint endeavors which will prove to be 
a worthwhile addition to many libraries of 
our day. The books are available as single 
volumes or as a complete set of twenty-one. 
The set was originally published in a Brit- 
ish edition entitled Hore Homiletice 
(1819-1820), and is now being made avail- 
able in the present title. Volume 11, the 
one here reviewed, covers the Gospel of 
Matthew with comments on selected pass- 
ages from the Scripture text. The author, 
Charles Simeon, was distinguished in having 
his name included in the Encyclopedia 
Brittanica as one of the outstanding preach- 
ers of his day. There is a great deal of 
worthy content in this book, not only from 
the standpoint of the minister, but for use 
in young people’s meetings, Sunday school 
classes, for prayer meeting talks, and for 
personal Bible study. Considering the size 
and good binding of the volume, the price 
is amazingly low, placing the entire set 
within the reach of the most modest in- 
come. 

The discerning reader of this volume on 
Matthew will, on the whole, find many very 
helpful and stimulating thoughts that will 
bless his soul. With the understanding that 
there are some controversial issues included, 
and that the reader must read and choose 
with care, we would recommend the volume 
to those who are contemplating the pur- 
chase of some material on this first Gospel. 

H. H. E. 


Pastor and Church. Gilbert L. Guffin. 

Broadman. 154 pp. $2.00. 

Dr. Guffin is the president of Eastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. Previously he 
was director of the Extension Department 
for Christian Training for Howard College, 
Birmingham, Alabama. At that time he 
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An exhausted mind is 
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Books by Dr. Barnhouse 


Man’s Ruin—A diagnosis of man’s problems and an 
explanation of his hopeless position apart from 
God. Based on Romans, Chapter 1. 


$3.00 301 pages 


God’s Wrath—An unmistakable warning of the jude: 
ment of God to queue en uneagymemts man. 
on Romans 2:1-3:20. 


$3.00 292 pages 


God’s Remedy—A clear explanation of the grace of 
God and the assurance which every believer should 
have. Romans 3:21-4:25. 


$4.00 397 pages 


An absorbing introduc- 
tion to unusual, hum- 
orous and startling 
customs of peoples all 
over the world. Filled 
with refreshing . and 


Equally entertaining 
and instructive to lay- 
men, missionaries and 
preachers alike. Helps 
us to see ourselves in 
our true light. 


306 pages — $4.00 





AND RELAX— 


The Person and Work of The Holy Spirit 
BY DR. RENE PACHE 


Little is actually known by the average 
Christian concerning the power and pres- 
ence, the person and work of the Holy 
Spirit. An outstanding European Christian 
cuts clearly through the cobwebs of misun- 
derstandings about such matters as “Gifts 
of the Holy Spirit” and “Tongues and 
Healings”. 


223 pages — $3.00 


factual _ illustrations. . 





wrote, HOW TO RUN A CHURCH, of 
which this is a revision. 

This is truly a Manual for Pastoral 
Leadership, written to meet the needs of 
all pastors, but particularly pastors of small 
churches who are interes in launching 
a full church program. Beginning with the 
New Testament interpretation of the 
—> the author clearly sets forth the 

nization of the local church and the 
ehlective of its p . He discusses every 
phase of church work and shows how each 
can be conducted successfully. 


In the foreward it is pointed out that 
some will consider this work elementary, 
but the author has purposely written it in 
simple style so that those pastors who have 
not had the privilege of formal education 
may find it helpful. We are confident that 
it will be profitable to all pastors who take 
the time to work out the suggestions found 
in this work. 

Warren H. ScHUH 
Maid of Israel. Tolbert R. Ingram. Broad- 
man. 270 pp. $3.00. 

The author of this book is a newspaper 
man who has woven a romance around the 
Bible events in the days of Elisha, the 
prophet. Miriam, the unknown slave girl in 
the house of Naaman, the leper, is the link 
which binds together the vivid portrayal 
of the war between Ben-hadad, king of 
Syria and Jehoram, king of Israel. 

Miriam’s faith put to the test both in the 
home and in the king’s court, would en- 
courage any who need the example of a 
faithful witness in adverse circumstances. 

All through the book emphasis is placed 
on obedience to the God of Israel who 
shapes the destiny of all men. The super- 
natural intervention of Elisha has not been 
overlooked, and the reader shares in the 
confusion that follows when kings and 
armies are defeated in their plans. 

This book will appeal particularly to 
those who enjoy a realistic story of Bible 
times, and will prompt the reader to re- 
view 2 Kings, Chapters 3-8. 

OuttvE M. DEGOLIA 


Worship and Devotional Sermon Outlines. 
Al Bryant. Zondervan. 118 pp. $1.50. 
This book will have great value to one 

who has not had formal training in homile- 

tics and desires to speak to groups here and 
there. These sermon outlines are dedicated 
to the ministry of comforting and challeng- 
ing Christians as well as seeking the lost for 
Christ. It covers such topics as the church, 
saints, children of God, trials, and how to 
be strong in the Lord. The emphasis is al- 
ways on what the Scripture teaches and al- 
lows no room for the individual interpreta- 
tion of man. The author himself is a mem- 
ber of the Mission Covenant Church in 

Grand Rapids, Michigan, and is very active 

in young people’s work and Sunday school 


endeavors. Every pastor, church worker, and’ 


Sunday school teacher would do well to 
have this helpful aid in his library. 
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graciousness of style and expression. 

Buchanan does a world of good in clear- 
ing away the debris of misunderstanding 
about justification by faith. He shows that 
accusations that it is legalistic are ground- 
less. There is never justification without re- 
generation.’ Further, he clearly sets forth 
the issues concerning justification and sanc- 
tification in relation to the controversy with 
Catholicism. 

This book is a real theological tonic. 
Modernism has no doctrine of justification 
by faith. Neo-orthodoxy certainly has a 
garbled or confused version. Here in Buch- 
anan is a clear, majestic, devout, and accu- 
rate presentation of the true doctrine of 
justification by faith, and with this and 
Berkouwer’s more recent Faith and Justi- 
fication, a pastor or theological student will 
have the heart of the matter. 

BERNARD RAMM 


The Roman Catholic Problem. George W. 

Elderkin. Vantage. 257 pp. $2.75. 

With the publication rr Dr. Elderkin’s 
book one more informative treatise is add- 
ed to the rapidly-growing library on the 
Roman Catholic Church and its hierarchy 
in the United States. 

Dr. Elderkin, Professor Emeritus of 
Princeton University, has made a thorough 
survey of Catholicism and its encroachment 
upon American democracy, and has shown 
rather forcefully that Romanism comprom- 
ises only to gain time, is tolerant only 
when necessary, and carries no love in her 
heart for freedom of religion or politics un- 
less exercised under Vatican supervision. 
Many conservative Bible students will de- 
precate Professor Elderkin’s strained at- 
tempt to liken the virgin birth of Christ 
to the legend of Mithros, a concept master- 
fully refuted by J. Gresham Machen in his 
classic The Virgin Birth of Christ, but other 
than this and other liberal diversions from 
the point, Dr. Elderkin keeps loyally to his 
subject and from primary source material 
scathingly decimates the myth of Roman 
Catholic tolerance and laissez-faire propa- 
ganda recently utilized by the Vatican and 
its emissaries. 

Professor Elderkin quotes many Roman 
Catholic sources in his various illustrations 
of their desire to rule the world temporally 
and spiritually, and though no informed 
scholar doubts this for a moment, one could 
wish for a good deal more recent material 
for reference purposes than the Professor 
sometimes uses. 

Some of the provoking chapter headings 
in the book are: “Denial of Basic Right,” 
“The Sword of The Church,” “Totalitarian 
Church and State,” “Catholic Revolution 
Against Democracy,” “Catholics in Strategic 
Government Posts,” “Is There Jesuit In- 
fluence in the F.B.1.?” and “Conquest of 
Heretical Churches.” 

All in all this book reveals careful study 
and good analytical judgment, and though 
one cannot always agree with Dr. Elderkin’s 
conclusions, that should not discourage the 
book from having a wide and useful circu- 
lation. 

WALTER R. MARTIN 


Notes for Addresses at Funeral Occasions. 
William P. Van Wyk. Baker. 140 pp. $2.00. 
As the title states, this book was written 

for those who need help to find suitable 

texts and comforting messages for the be- 
reaved at funeral services. Of the many 
books there are on devotions, we have not 
discovered a better book for the bereaved. 

Some of the contents include: (1) “The 

Safety of God’s People”; (2) “The Blessed- 

ness of God’s People”; (3) “Those Asleep 

in Jesus”; (4) “ ’s Interest in our Grief,” 
and many others. 
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By DR. CHARLES L. FEINBERG 
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The book is the result of long-time plan- 
ning, careful thought, and consultation with 
a large group of Christian ministers from 
many denominations. By those who feel 
the need of help in securing the greatest 
spiritual encouragement in times of trouble 
from the Scriptures, this book should be 
read and re-read. 

Grorce G. BEcK 


The Passion of the Frederick G. 

Grant. Macmillan. 107 pp. $2.50. 

Dr. Grant, dean of Groluate Studies at 
Union Theological Seminary, undertakes to 
explain the aay of the passion of 
Christ in this small volume. Beginning 
with Palm ——- he writes of Jesus as 
“the Messiah, and yet not the Messiah.” 
Going on to the Last Su » he says, “It 
means nothing less than this: we are called 
to share, even now, in the very life, the 
death, the resurrection, the defeat, and the 
victory of the Son of God.” The following 
chapters deal with the seven words of the 
cross, and the final chapter is based on the 
resurrection. 

Many Scriptural terms are used rather 
vaguely and loosely. This reviewer is un- 
able to agree with much of the content. 

Warren H. SCHUH 


The Fact of Miracle. Ernest Gordon. Mar- 
shall Jones Co. 126 pp. $1.50. 

The author has sought to bring into the 
compass of this little volume, many out- 
standing instances of the miraculous as an 
answer to all unbelief, rationalism, unitar- 
ianism, and all deviations from Biblical 
Christianity. The illustrations have been 


taken in part from the writings of such 
scientists as Professor Charles Michet, Sir 
William Crookes, Dr. Walter Prince, and 
others. They have appeared in the Fort- 
nightly Review, the London Spectator, and 
other reliable sources. But even more im- 
portant, much of the information has been 
gathered from such missionaries as Jona- 
than Goforth, Charles Ernest Scott, and 
Hugh White. 

The book is divided into three , 
namely: “Parallels to Old Testament Mira- 
cles,” “Parallels to Miracles in the Gospels,” 
and “Parallels to Miracles in the Acts.” Al- 
though Mr. Gordon, in the preface, admits 
that “some of the evidence may be mis- 
taken evidence”; such an accumulation of 
miracles wrought during the Christian era, 
even to the present day, is most convincing 
and certainly worth reading. 

~ ‘Warren H. Saun 


- This Is the Life. Helen Chappell White. 


Doubleday. 254 pp. $3.50. 

This Is the Life, one of the most out- 
standing gospel presentations on television, 
is sponsored by the Missouri Synod of the 
Lutheran Church. Millions have followed 
the experiences of the Fisher family—an 
average American family who live in a 
fictional midwestern town. The Fishers are 
different, however, because they are trul 
Christian, living a life that comes thro 
faith in Christ as Saviour. 

The ten stories in this book are based on 
the scripts that have thrilled so many TV 
viewers. The writer retells these stories 
with the desire that the reader may recog- 
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nize his old friends through another med- 
ium and find in them the Christian quali- 
ties that will be of real value in his own 
life. 

WarrEN H. SCHUH 


Workable Prayer Meeting ams. Theo- 
dore W. Engstom. Zondervan. 150 pp. 


$2.00. 

Almost all Christians agree that the life 
of the local church is dependent upon Bible 
teaching and prayer. Sometimes the prayer 
meetings are rather cold and barren. This 
little book seeks to supply the answer to 
the problem. It contains such subjects as 
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“What is prayer?” “The power of prayer,” 
“A study of Bible prayers,” “Questions and 
answers on prayer,” “Prayer hindrances,” 

and many other subj 
Theodore Engstrom, the author, is at 
present, Executive Director of Youth for 
Christ International. During his two years 
ot Army service in World War II, he was edi- 
tor of a large Army post weekly newspaper, 
and he has written many missionary biog- 
raphies and children’s Bible stories. He has 
truly done the Christian church a fine serv- 
ice in presenting this well-written book on 

a subject so needed. 
Grorce G. BECK 


Sketches of Sermons on the Parables and 
Miracles. Jabez Burns. Zondervan. 316 
pp- $2.95. j 
abez Burns was a nonconformist, living 
from 1805-1876. His life was a fascinating 
mixture of time spent in half a dozen de- 
nominations and extensive travel through- 
out America and the Holy Land. In addi- 
tion to the book here reviewed, his work, 
500 Sketches and Skeletons of Sermons, has 
been preserved for the reading Christian. 
This work on the parables and miracles 
consists of outlines that supply the basic 
foundation on which the Bible investigator 
may build the superstructure. The frame- 
work has been laid, but the real individual 
blessing can only be obtained as the reader 
prayerfully adorns these skeleton ideas. The 
Christian experiences again the thrill of the 
soul searching truth of His miracles and 
the practical lessons of the parables. of 


Christ. 
Marie R. ROSEWARNE 


Knowing the Old Testament. James P. 

Berkeley. Judson. 171 pp. $2.50. 

This book was prepared as a text for one 
of ten Advanced Courses in the American 
Baptist Training Service. The author has 
been a member of the faculty of Andover 
Newton Theological School since 1909. 

The use of the Old Testament by the 
Lord Jesus, while here on earth, is made 
the basis for the study and knowledge of 
this wonderful part of the Bible. A good 
survey of Old Testament history is given. 
Dr. Berkeley emphasizes the fact that God 
reveals Himself through His acts and works 
on behalf of His chosen people, the Israel- 
ités. We wish that he might have, some- 
where in the study, spoken of Christ as the 
center of the Old Testament. The prophets 
receive a sizable portion of the book, es- 
pecially Isaiah, yet there is no mention of 
the great Christological passages. The 
“forthtelling” ministry of the prophets is 
emphasized almost to the exclusion of their 
“foretelling” ministry. All Biblical quota- 
tions (except where indicated) are from 
the Revised Standard Version of the Bible. 

Warren H. ScHUH 


Bluewater Mere. Morgan Derham. C.S.S.M. 

144 pp. 

This book, published in London, is from 
the hand of British author Morgan Der- 
ham. The lish have a_ characteristic 
clipped style of writing that is often a wel- 
come change from the average American 
literature. The typical American boy and 
girl will enjoy this change of pace also. 

Bluewater Mere is an imaginary lake by 
the sea, providing an excellent atmosphere 
for this holiday adventure story. Two chil- 
dren, Christine and Donald, run into some 
exciting events in a caravan at the edge of 
Bluewater. The city-bred youngsters meet 
children from the farm and village for the 
first time and get enmeshed in a fight to 
protect a rare bird and its eggs. This is the 
main theme of the book, but there is a 
mystery, a climb up a windmill, and an 
exciting storm during a sail on the Mere 





that make the kind of fast-moving plot that 
children enjoy. 

There is also a deeper note sounded. A 
new friend, Mr. Waymark, introduces 
Christine and Donald to truths that out- 
value a hundred holidays by telling them 
what a Christian really is. He explains that 


when a gale of temptation blows up which > 


would be too much for a boy or girl to 
cope with, the strength of the Son of God 
is there to do what they themselves cannot 
do—hold the course and keep it straight. 
This brother and sister realize for the first 
time that they have not been what may be 
properly called Christians. They now under- 
stand that they must stop thinking of Jesus 
Christ as a mere “passenger,” and that He 
must take a commanding place in their 
lives to bring real hope of getting on the 
right course. As a fitting climax to a very 
lovely story, the little English boy and girl 
decide to make Him Captain and Lord of 
their lives. This reviewer is of the opinion 
that this charming tale will k children 
on either side of the Atlantic spellbound. 
Marie R. ROSEWARNE 


Man’s Knowledge of God. William J. Wolf. 

Doubleday. 189 pp. $2.95. 

This is a volume in the new Christian 
Faith Series. This series proposes to set forth 
theology in terms that laymen can under- 
stand. 

What this book amounts to is a simpli- 
fied explanation of neo-orthodoxy and its 
beliefs about God, Christ, the Church, and 
Scripture. The typical neo-orthodox theses 
are here found, namely, (i) that verbal in- 
spiration is an imposition on Scripture; (ii) 
that revelation is in “meeting” (divine-hu- 
man encounter) not in propositions); (iii) 
that orthodoxy intellectualizes the 
and so misses its existential life-changing 
power; (iv) that historical criticism in a 
radical form is valid and does not destroy 
the value of the Bible; (v) that the value 
of the Bible is not in its divine inspiration 
but in its witness-bearing to revelation. 

The basic thesis is that of continuity-dis- 
continuity which is a device for having 
one’s cake and eating it too. There is noth- 
ing patently miraculous or transcendental 
or supernatural in Scripture (continuity), 
yet somehow God gets His message across 
which is something more than what man 
himself is able to produce (discontinuity). 
Hence Wolf may not be embarrassed with 
miracles, but yet sip the honey as if the 
supernatural actually happened. 

We do not feel that orthodoxy was given 
a fair hearing. The contributions of ortho- 
doxy to theology, criticism, and exegesis are 
far more important and worthwhile than 
this book would suggest. Its chief value is a 
popular presentation of neo-orthodoxy for 
those who find Barth, Brunner, and Nie- 
buhr too heavy reading. 

. BERNARD RAMM 


The Land and the Book. William M. 
Thomson. Baker Book House. 718 pp. 
$4.95. 

Dr. Thomson was a missionary to the 
Near East who chronicled his travels 
through Palestine and after adding to the 
text from a store of general information 
and observations, published a volume en- 
titled, “The Land and the Book.” When 
written it certainly had no peer in the Eng- 
lish language. But many years have passed. 
The last thirty years have witnessed much 
significant excavation and research which 
have not only corrected earlier erroneous 
ideas but provided much new data often 
from contemporaneous documents and 
monuments. Any volume more than twenty- 
five years old must, therefore, be out of 
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date in terms of facts relating to ancient 


Palestine. The chief value of the present 
volume lies in the author’s observations on 
the contemporary life of Arab Palestine in- 
cluding descriptions of flora and fauna. 

One reason why Bible stories seem un- 
intelligent or uninteresting is that the 
scenes and customs—often very briefly de- 
scribed—are strange and baffling. The fact 
that the people of Palestine in Thomson’s 
time followed much the same way of life 
as their forebears of centuries before pro- 
vides a key which will unlock treasures of 
very useful and helpful information. Dr. 
Thomson was an acute observer and. prolific 
chonicler; hence his volume contains hun- 
dreds of interesting descriptions and details 
of market and pastoral life, religious and 
family customs, as well as Scriptural paral- 
lels which give vivid color to the Biblical 
narratives. 

Copious indexes make the volume easy to 
use. In spite of its age the book has much 
that will assist the present-day scholar in 
his understanding of the ageless Book. 

FRANCIS RUE STEELE 


The Prophecies of Daniel. Louis T. Talbot. 
Van Kampen Press. 234 pp. $2.50. 
Prophetic study in the light of present- 

day events is most rewarding. The swift- 

moving events of our day certainly are an 
indication that the “time of the end” is at 
hand. Since the leaders and thinkers of the 
world are concerned about the coming 
chaos, it seems to me that Christians ought 
to be more anxious than ever to know what 

God has to say about the future. The 

prophecy of Daniel sets forth the awful dis- 

aster coming upon the world powers, and 

Dr. Talbot clearly outlines the Commence- 

ment, the Character, the Course, and the 

Consummation of “The Times of the Gen- 

tiles,” in this, his latest book. 


Since these lessons were originally broad- 
cast over the radio, the author has not 
dealt with critical problems, except to point 
to the apparent authenticity of the book, 
and to refer the reader to two works deal- 
ing with such problems. A chart is included 
which greatly helps the student in viewing 
the prophecy as a whole, and to which re- 
peated reference is made throughout the 
study. He is careful to divide the historical 
and prophetical material in each chapter, 
giving ample Biblical and historical reasons 
for such divisions and then draws spiritual 
applications for our own hearts. Time is 
taken in the eighth chapter to call atten- 
tion to the error that the Seventh Day Ad- 
ventists have built on this portion of 
scripture. Dr. Talbot has carefully present- 
ed the many aspects of the Anti-Christ as 
portrayed by Daniel. He warns against date 
setting, and dogmatic predictions as to how 
the prophecies will be fulfilled, lest we bring 
into ill-repute the blessed hope of the com- 
ing again of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Bible student will welcome this clear, 
simple presentation of profound truth as a 
valuable aid to his prophetic studies. The 
pastor, Sunday school teacher, and Christ- 
ian worker will find great help for their 
ministry. 

Warren H. ScHUH 
The Epistles of James and John. Alexander 

Ross. Eerdmans. 249 pp. $3.50. 

This volume is fifth in a series published 
under the general editorship of Dr. Ned B. 
Stonehouse entitled The New International 
Commentary on the New Testament. Dr. 
Ross is eminently able as a commentator. 
His background includes professorship of 
New Testament Exegesis in the theological 
seminary of the Free Church College of 
Edinburgh from 1937-1952. Besides being 
Associate Editor of The Evangelical Quar- 
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terly, he authored a commentary on Gal- 
atians in the New Bible Commentary. 

The commentary under review is usable 
in its entirety by English readers on every 
level. It is grounded, nevertheless, on a 
thorough understanding of the Greek texts 
with a fair quantity of contributions from 
the findings of twentieth century New Test- 
ament research. ‘ 

In his comments on James one can sense 
the devotion of the commentator and his in- 
sight into the ethics taught by the Lord’s 
brother. In this exposition one will be more 
satisfied than not—but there are a few 
points at which the reader is left unsatis- 
fied. This reviewer would desire more am- 
plification on the theme of “law” (2:10-12); 
less accent on the confusion of Israel and 
the Church (1:18 and 5:14); more accurate 
setting forth of the final return of Christ 
(5:7); and the avoidance (p. 17) of specu- 
lation as to James’ help from his unsaved 
experiences with our Lord. 

The work on the epistles of John is very 
helpful and conservative in the Reformed 
tradition. Special mention should be made 
of the very excellent and important foot- 
notes that appear in satisfying numbers. 
Readers will be thankful for the full Scrip- 
ture index which also demonstrates the 
author’s faithfulness to the wider Biblical 
context. Generally speaking, this new vol- 
ume will enrich the thinking and exper- 
ience of its readers. 

Doucias B. MACCoRKLE 


Music for the Protestant Church Choir. 
Dwight Steere. John Knox Press. $4.50. 
An absolutely first-class book which de- 

serves to be in the library of every organist- 

choirmaster in the Protestant church. 
The main body of the book is devoted to 
lists of suitable music for our churches. 


. While it is true that you cannot really “de- 


scribe” any piece of music, still, the author’s 
brief comments are so pungent, pithy, and 
pointed that many a church musician will 
be guided toward new and worthwhile rep- 
ertoire through the careful use of this book. 
The two opening chapters, “The Choir 
in Protestant Worship” and “Some Criteria 
for Choir Music,” are so good that many a 
choir director will want to share them with 
his clergyman or music committee. While 
there may be some details with which you 
will not agree, in general Mr. Steere’s ap- 
proach is, or should be, that of all of us in 

evangelical Protestant churches. 
ROBERT ELMORE 


Gospel Choir Music Packages. Adolph 

Gross. Van Kampen Press. 

This little book will be useful mainly to 
those who serve in churches where so-called 
“gospel music” is used. It is a collection of 
“packages,” or service units built around a 
central theme: Salvation, Grace, the Cross, 
and so on. These units consist of hymns, 
Scripture passages to be read by the “Choric 
Choir,” solos, and are well made and 
planned for dramatic effect. 

The author suggests in his preface that 
substitutions are possible and practical, 
which leads at least one reader to believe 
that these services of gospel music could be 
vastly improved by replacing some of the 
suggested hymns and choruses with music 
of real worth. 

ROBERT ELMORE 


Christ for a World like This. T. F Cullix- 
son. Augsburg. 114 pp. $1.50. 

The author of -this book does a good 
piece of work in pointing out the problems 
of the world of today and yesterday, and 
shows how Christ can solve these problems, 
change society and individuals in a world 
like ours. The book is of great value both 
to the Christian and to the non-Christian. 
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mas overstock. Guaranteed $7.95 value 
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The Christian is reminded of what Christ 
has done for him and is challenged to live 
a Christ-like life. The non-Christian is told 
of the sufficiency of Christ to meet the 
world’s problems as well as his own. 
CuarLes M. WALTON 


NOW AND LATER 
(Continued from page 3) 
carried portraits of Bishop Berggrav, 
noted Norwegian Lutheran leader, and 
Arnold Toynbee, the historian. Decision 
to use a given individual on the cover of 
Eternity is decided on the basis of his 
significance in the contemporary picture 
to evangelical Christians. 

Several hundred reprints of the April 
cover, showing Mary at the Tomb of the 
Risen Lord, have now been distributed 
to those requesting them. The cover 
picture has been reprinted in two colors 
—chartreuse and black—just like the ori- 
ginal cover. The pictures, which are suit- 
able for framing, will be sent to all who 
request them for 15 cents to cover the 
cost of mailing (10 cents in quantities of 
one dozen or more). Many readers have 
ordered quantities to give to friends. 

With this issue we say a sort of temp- 
orary and reluctant farewell to the Rev. 
Herbert H. Ehrenstein, pastor of Beth- 
any Baptist Church, Philadelphia, who 
has written the comments on the Inter- 
national Sunday School Lessons in 
ETERNITY for two years. 

Up to this time our Sunday school 
lesson writers have served for two years 
and have then been replaced by other 
Bible teachers. Mr. Ehrenstein has done 
his work well and from the standpoint 
of the editors’ comfort—his copy was al- 
ways flawless!—we’d like to have Mr. 
Ehrenstein go right on editing the Sun- 
day school lessons, but we bow to policy 
and profoundly thank Herb Ehrenstein 
for his excellent work. We hope to be 
able to present articles by him from 
time to time. That’s why we say the 
farewell is temporary.—Ebs. 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 13) 


side by a powerful and intolerant or- 
ganization” that exacts from members of 
the Union “acceptance of creedal stand- 
ards which are not those of Irish Pres- 
byterians and a loyalty overriding that 
the students owe their Church.” 

“This schism in college’ life is based 
primarily on a theological question—the 
interpretation of the doctrine of atone- 
ment,” Dr. Knowles said. “This doctrine 
is all-important in Christian thought, 
but it seems to me a new thing that a 
religious society which does not claim 
to be a Church should proclaim its own 
doctrine of the atonement so infallibly 
right that those who think differently 
are denied the rights of Christian fellow- 
ship.” 


BILLY GRAHAM IN PARIS 

Rev. Robert P. Evans, field director 
of the Greater Europe Mission and di- 
rector of arrangements for all of Billy 
Graham's meetings on the Continent, in 
a recent letter to the executive editor of 
ETERNITY, made some trenchant com- 
ments on the impact of the recent meet- 
ings in Paris: 

“It is very doubtful if there has ever 
been a united evangelistic campaign of 
this character in Paris since the estab- 


. lishment of the first Protestant church 


here in 1555. As you know, the Protest- 
ants have been ruthlessly suppressed 
throughout history whenever they grew 
too strong in France, the most memor- 
able of these occasions in Paris being 
the massacre of St. Bartholomew’s Day 
with its thousands of martyrs. What we 
have just seen in the way of united ef- 
fort and a new spirit of love among 
Christian leaders is nothing short of 
miraculous. 

“When I first came to Paris after the 
war it seemed incredible that such an 
effort as we have just witnessed could 
be thought about. 

“Even before Billy Graham arrived the 
pastors of eight free churches (those not 
identified with the more powerful Re- 
formed Church) decided to have a short 
campaign with Evangelist Gaston Ra- 
cine. More than six hundred people at- 
tended this campaign nightly. 

“Perhaps you have already received the 
interesting tabulation of the results 
which indicate that the converts in pro- 
portion to the ratio of decisions to size 
of audience tripled the number who 
came to Christ in either London or 
Glasgow. The very deep and quiet mov- 
ing of the Holy Spirit—the reverence, 
the solemnity of the invitations—was 
even more marked than those in Eng- 
land. Where trouble, confusion, .and dis- 
turbances were predicted and expected, 
there was only a very deep conviction of 
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- sin in the great Velodrome d’Hiver, the 


largest auditorium in France. 

“As to the far-reaching significance of 
this campaign it is of course too early 
to predict, but we would like to make 
these observations. First, that the French 
people are ready for an ingathering such 
as has not been seen perhaps in hun- 
dreds of years. Billy Graham himself 
feels this very deeply and is expecting to 
return here next year for a more extend- 
ed crusade. Second, the effect that will 
be felt in all of France and in the 
French-speaking areas around the world, 
with their more than 100 million peo- 
ple, will be tremendous. The capital is 
the center of the French world and, in 
spite of its reputation for taste, elegance, 
gaiety, and sophistication, has indicated 
a very deep heart need on the part of 
its five million inhabitants. Third, the 
effect of anything done for Christ, in 
Paris, will be very large throughout the 
whole of Europe and will probably stim- 
ulate a new wave of evangelism across 
the Continent. 

“The largely inactive French Protest- 
ant organizations are now taking on new 
life, and it is universally felt that a new 
experience has been the means of stimu- 
lating new endeavors for evangelizing.” 


SECOND PROPHETIC CONFERENCE 


Plans for the Second International 
Congress on Prophecy are rapidly crys- 
tallizing under a committee headed by 
Dr. V. Raymond Edman, president of 
Wheaton College. The Congress will be 
held at Calvary Baptist Church, New 
York City, November 6-13, under the 
auspices of the American Association for 
Jewish Evangelism. 

Among the speakers of international 
reputation who will participate in the 
congress are Dr. William Culbertson, 
Dr. V. Raymond Edman, Dr. J. Palmer 
Muntz, Dr. Herbert Lockyer, Dr. James 
McGinlay, Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, Dr. 
John Summerfield Wimbish, Dr. E. 
Schuyler English, Dr. Frank E. Gaebe- 
lein, and a number of others. 


LIQUOR STORES OUTNUMBER GROCERIES 


Outlets for the sale of alcoholic bever- 
ages now outnumber grocery stores in 
the United States, the Methodist Board 
of Temperance declared in a public 
statement in Washington. 

The board said latest federal licensing 
figures disclose that there are 273,454 
establishments that hold retail liquor 
licenses and 159,282 more that hold re- 
tail Malt (beer and ale) licenses, a total 
of 432,376. 

Compared to this, the U. S. Depart- 


cery stores in the country, 201,000 gaso- 
line filling stations, 28,000 furniture 
stores and 21,000 shoe stores. 
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INVISIBLE WAR 
(Continued from page 23) 


was the beginning of Satanic religion. A 


_ monumental volume by Alexander Hy- 


slop, The Two Babylons, is available for 
the demonstration of this fact. One illus- 
tration only is very pertinent to twen- 
tieth century history. The king of Baby- 
lon built a bridge across the Euphrates 
and gave himself the title of the great 
bridge builder. This title was transferred, 
centuries later, to a king of Asia Minor, 
was taken by the Caesars, and finally 
fell to the Popes who boast in it today, 
Pontifex Maximus. The survival of Ham- 
itic practices in the Roman church is 
astonishing to the one who meets it for 
the first time. It should not surprise us, 
however, to realize that Satan, the god 
of Ham, still defies the true people of 
God as he has done through all ages. 

The great Jewish historian Josephus, 
writing shortly after the earthly life of 
Christ, has preserved for us in his An- 
tiquities of the Jews the summary of Jew- 
ish tradition about Nimrod. If the trans- 
lators of our modern versions had car- 
ried this in mind, they would not have 
given such a faulty paragraph concern- 
ing Nimrod. 

After writing of the early prosperity 
of the sons of Ham, and their desire 
to stay together, disobeying the com- 
mandment of God to fill the earth, Jose- 
phus says (1.4): “They imagining the 
prosperity they enjoyed was not derived 
from the favor of God, but supposing 
that their own power was the proper 
cause of the plentiful condition they 
were in, did not obey Him. Nay, they 
added to this their disobedience to the 
Divine will, the suspicion that they were 
therefore ordered to send out separate 
colonies, that, being divided asunder, 
they might the more easily be oppressed. 

“Now it was Nimrod who excited them 
to such an affront and contempt of God. 
He was the grandson of Ham, the son 


of Noah, a bold man and of great 
strength of hand. He persuaded them 
not to ascribe it to God, as if it was 
through his means they were happy, but 
to believe that it was their own courage 
that procured that happiness. He also 
gradually changed the government into 
tyranny, seeing no other way of turning 
men from the fear of God, but to bring 
them into a constant dependence upon 
his power. He also said he would be re- 
venged on God, if He should have a 
mind to drown the world again, and that 
he would avenge himself on God for de- 
stroying their forefathers. 

“Now the multitude were very ready 
to follow the determination of Nimrod, 
and to esteem it a piece of cowardice to 
submit to God; and they built a tower, 
neither sparing any pains, nor being in 
any degree negligent about the work; 
and, by reason of the multitude of hands 
employed in it, it grew very high, sooner 
than any one could expect; but the thick- 
ness of it was so great, and it was so 
strongly . built, that thereby its great 
height seemed, upon the view, to be less 
than it really was. It was built of burnt 
brick, cemented together with mortar, 
made of bitumen, that it might no be li- 
able to admit water. When God saw that 
they acted so madly, He did not resolve 
to destroy them utterly, since they were 
not grown wiser by the destruction of 
the former sinners, but He caused a 
tumult among them, by producing in 


‘ them diverse languages; and causing that 


through the multitude of those lang- 
uages, they should not be able to under- 
stand one another. The place wherein 
they built their tower is now called 
Babylon, for the Hebrews mean by the 
word Babel, Confusion.” 

The military invasion of the land of 
Asshur by Nimrod was but the beginning 
of hundreds of years of Hamitic ascend- 
ancy. From our vantage point of the 
twentieth century of the Christian era 
and of an open Bible with its completed 


37 








Schodnloltow 


SAVE MONEY Abe YEAR 


Savings up to $50! Be su 
> CATHEDRAL FILM 
int. Plan your pro- 


qavan 


OF i oP 
Cathedral 
Economy Plan 
Cc.S.P. 
Cathedral Sub- 
scription Plan 


Cathedral=Films 


140 N. Hollywood Way, Burbank, Calif. 








revelation of God’s plans and their ful- 
fillment, we are able to see the whole 
picture, in spite of the fact that every 
effort seems to have been made to hide 
the results from posterity. When Kipling 
wrote 

Lo, all the pomp of yesterday 

Is one with Nineveh and Tyre, 
he was putting in poetry the obituary 
of the Hamitic peoples. 

‘Satan even uses his defeats as an arm 
to attack the Bible. Among the sons of 
Ham are to be numbered the Hittites. 
So crushing was their defeat, so definite 
the end of their great empire that by 
the nineteenth century there were 
higher critics who were denying the in- 
spiration of the Bible on the grounds 
that no such people as the Hittites ever 
existed. Early editions of the Encyclo- 
pedia Britannica to be found in the base- 
ments of most libraries, contain long ar- 
ticles on Biblical criticism in which the 
scorn of the scholars (spiritual Hamites) 
is turned against the Bible because of 
its references to the Hittites as a great 
and mighty people. But suddenly ar- 
chaeological discoveries made the ency- 
clopedia laughable and quite out of date. 
I have walked in the ruins of Boghazkéy, 
the ancient Hattusa, the Hittite capital 
whose existence was denied, and have 
spent days with the relics of that civiliza- 
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tion in the museum that has been built 
in Angora to house the findings. A hun- 
dred miles away on the walls of a rocky 
canyon are bas-reliefs that are among the 
greatest in the world showing the ex- 
ploits of the Hittite kings. These Hitt- 
ites, sons of Ham, held the Semites in 
subjection for centuries. How they and 
Satan must have gloated in the light of 
the fact that God had said that they 
were to be the slaves! And here they 
were the masters! But God does not 
count history by minutes. 

The sons of Ham who lived nearer to 
Jerusalem were a constant thorn in the 
flesh of Israel because the latter did not 
obey the command of God to destroy 
them utterly upon entrance into the 
land. And let those who cavil against 
God because He ordered the destruction 
of men, women, and children by the 
hosts of Israel remember that He was 
commanding in the light of all-know- 
ledge, and that the Canaanites had great 
traffic with demons. This is evidenced by 
the report of the spies who discovered 
that the “giants” were in the land—the 
nephilim who were demon-controlled 
if not demon-propagated. 

And since we can treat in a phrase the 
last branch of the Hamitic people, those 
of Canaan’s coasts who survived and 
fought against Shem and Japheth, let 
us realize that Tyre and Sidon were cities 
of Ham, and that their Phoenecian sail- 
ors who roamed the Mediterranean 
founded Carthage, the great outpost city 
on the northern coast of Africa, from 
which they continued to battle against 
the divinely appointed nations until 
Carthage was destroyed. Cato in the 
Roman senate ended every debate, 
whether on taxes, food supplies, army 
movements, or what-not, with the famous 
phrase, “Carthage must be destroyed.” 
And though he almost certainly was un- 
aware of the. divine impetus that was be- 
hind his words, there was the movement 
of God in the Punic wars. And it is in- 
teresting to remember that as the name 
of God is to be found in the last syllable 
of Israel, the name of Baal is to be found 
in the last syllable of the name of the 
Cartheginian leader, Hannibal. Only 
with the destruction of Carthage was the 
age of Japheth securely established upon 
the history of Europe and the world. 


(To Be ConTINUED) 





ARCHAEOLOGY 
(Continued from page 21) 


and the latter the niece of Domitian 
himself. 

It is another pagan historian who pro- 
vides the clue. Dion Cassius informs us 
that Flavius and his wife were accused 
of “atheism,” a common allegation 
against Christians, and of “going astray 
after the customs of the Jew.” Flavius 





Clemens was put to death, and his wife 
banished. Eusebius adds his word of testi- 
mony, asserting that Flavia Domitilla 
was exiled for confessing Christ. By an 
obvious error, he calls her the niece of 
the Consul. He meant, or should have 
said, of the Emperor. 

De Rossi appears to have established 
the Christianity of this illustrious pair. 
He discovered the crypt of Domitilla, 
and whether the lady was the person of 
Cassius’ notice or her niece, the existence 
of a catacomb crypt under the name is 
sufficient to confirm the Christian con- 
nection. Add the discovery of an ele- 
gantly constructed “crypt of the Flav- 
ians,” and Harnack’s contention that 
“an entire branch of the Flavian family 
embraced Christianity,” is established. 
These facts furnish startling illustration 
of the extent to which, by the close of 
the first century, Christianity had pushed 
its conquests. Next to the Emperor him- 
self, Flavius Clemens and Domitilla held 
the highest rank in the Empire; their 
two sons had even been designated by 
Domitian as his heirs to the purple. It 
seemed, says Orr, “almost as if, ere the 
last apostle had quitted the scene of 
his labors, Christianity were about to 
mount the seat of empire!” 

It is quite clear that society-generally 
was permeated by the Christian faith at 
a very early period of its history. The 
church admittedly was neither better 
nor worse for the social standing of its 
members. Indeed, in the New Testament 
documents themselves, Corinth is casti- 
gated for its pretensions to philosophy, 
and Laodicea rebuked for the harmful 
influence of its wealth. What it is im- 
portant to point out is that the world of 
the early church was such a world as 
the church knows today, where people of 
all ranks felt the attraction of Christian- 
ity, and mingled in the exercises of their 
faith. We have already quoted a letter 
from a Roman governor to the Emperor 
in which he describes the grip of Chris- 
tianity on the province in his charge. 
He speaks of “all ages, all ranks, and 
both sexes,” who had embraced the new 
faith. It is clear that the world of the 
early church was a spiritually hungry 
world, craving for the consolations of 
religion, and that the faith from Pales- 
tine ran through its stubble like a prairie 
fire. 

The thought which emerges is this— 
the world in many ways was not very 
different from the world of today, anx- 
ious, war-ridden, disillusioned. Can 
Christianity do again what it did be- 
fore? We are, as Professor Butterfield, 
the great Cambridge historian, has re- 
marked, in many ways back in the re- 
ligious situation of the first century, 
and that situation provides us often with 
indications of how we should act. 


END 
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CHRISTIAN MARRIED LOVE 
(Continued from page 19) 


~ failures, the faults and sins, the unlovely 


attitudes. This must be cause for depth 
in self-giving, outgoing love. This qual- 
ity can only be drawn from personal 
identification with the heart of Christ. 
But so it must be, and so it will be for 
every husband who asks it earnestly of 
his Lord. 

Christ loved the church sAcriFICIALLY. 
He “gave himself up for it.” He counted 
the cost of love’s new creation and paid 
it joyfully. The full outgoing of divine 
love involved the suffering love and re- 
deeming love which our lost estate re- 
quired, It teaches us that true love is 
tragic in its deepest working. The Son 
of God gave Himself up completely to 
undertake what only sacrifice could ac- 
complish. Here was the identification of 
love with the need of the beloved. When 
divine love embraced the sinner, it also 
embraced the sin and consequent suffer- 
ing of recompense and redemption. 
Thus love did its mighty work. Christ 
emptied Himself of His own glory and 
of the exercise of His divine life. He 
stooped to meet death on behalf of the 
beloved. 

Husbands must love their wives sacri- 
ficially. They must give up all that is re- 
quired to fulfill the life of the beloved. 
This involves interests, time, pleasures, 
ambitions, and friends. Nothing else 
must take priority. 

Augustine once wrote “Love God and 
do as you please.” Love for Him will 
determine what pleases us. So, husbands, 
love your wives and do as you please. 
Let love for her determine what pleases 
you. It will not be hard for a wife to be 
subject to a husband who loves her as 
Christ loved the Church. And conversely, 
he who seeks her happiness finds his own! 

Christ loved the church PURPOSEFULLY. 
His purpose was “that he might present 
it to himself a glorious church . . .holy 
and without blemish.” His purpose is 
the perfection of His church. To this 
end the Lord Jesus communicates His 
life of blessing and power to us, He leads 
us in all our growth, directs in all our 
walk, perfects our joy, makes us trium- 
phant, nurtures us in holiness, and does 
His greater works through us! 

So must husbands love their wives pur- 
posefully (It is not enough to sing, 
“Take my wife and let her be consecrat- 
ed Lord to Thee.”). It requires time and 
thought, prayer and work, patience and 
persistence! As one has observed, “Most 
young couples aim at nothing—and hit 





it!” Husbands must look to God for His 
purpose to be carried out, first in their 
love, and subsequently in all of their life. 

Christ loved the church WILLFULLY. 
With no moving cause outside of Him- 
self, Christ willed to love us. Love is a 
matter of the will to a larger degree than 
most persons perceive. As in Christian 
life, the mind, heart, and will combine 
to maintain the full experience of love. 
It-is blessedly true that where there is 
the will to maintain love, there will also 
emerge the proper feelings of love also. 

Finally, Christ loved the church as- 
SOLUTELY. His love for us was complete 
not partial, pure not mixed, uncondi- 
tioned, and unreserved. “Even so hus- 
bands should love their wives as their 
own bodies.” Whether we be quick to 
acknowledge it, this is absolute love. 
This absoluteness means that the hus- 
band will not neglect his wife anymore 
than he would neglect his own body. 
And after all, they are “one flesh”; she 
is part of his body! Does not the Lord 
Jesus regard us as both His Bride and 
His Body? 

It is evident that ONENEss is only possi- 
ble as husband and wife are united in 
Christ. It is now seen that LovE in its 
full dimensions is possible only within 
the orbit of Christ’s love, and only as it 
draws its energy and purpose from His 
heart. 

One last word leads us back to a pre- 
vious detail of importance. God has 
given burdens to the married life of be- 
lievers in order that their love might 
continually be renewed in its kinship 
with His love. To love is to give; bur- 
dens are the necessary context in our 
learning to give. To every Christian mar- 
ried couple comes the injunction of Paul 
“Bear one another's burden,” and the 
word of James “Confess your faults one 
to another and pray for one another.” 
Each sex has advantages over the other, 
because each possesses that which the 
other does not have, yet needs. The dan- 
ger is that whoever has the momentary 
advantage may exploit it for some subtle, 
selfish reason, and thus break the bond 
between. Through such burdens must 
come the quality of Christ’s love into 
each heart. 

The kindest and the happiest 
pair, will find occasion to for- 
bear, 

And something every day they 
live, to pity and perhaps for- 
give. 

—Cowper 
END 
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WHITHER BOUND 
(Continued from page 17) 

falls away.” So there is the quick and 
enthusiastic response to the gospel. Con- 
version may even be professed. But 
there is no staying power; the moment 

tion comes “on account of the 
Word”—and it always will come “on ac- 
count of the Word”—the profession with- 
ers away. 

A young man takes a stand for Christ. 
But just a sneer from another fellow, 
merely a scornful look from an unbe- 
lieving friend, a little bit of trial—and 
the whole thing is given up. It does not 
always happen so rapidly. I have seen 
the seed grow at school, only to wilt 
in college or in the army. Lack of moral 
courage ina fraternity house, want of 
spiritual stamina in an army barracks, 
the cowardice that cannot stand being 
different from the world—it is things like 
these, not threats of prison or torture, 
that show up this kind of soil. And so 
the question comes: “Is this the direction 
in which I am facing? Is my reception 
of God's truth only a superficial, shallow 
thing, unable to stand up against opposi- 
tion? Has the seed that has been grow- 
ing in my heart already begun to shrivel 
up?” 

Owe turn to the third picture. “Other 
seeds fell among thorns and the thorns 
grew up and choked them.” In itself 
the ground was good enough; the seed 
really took root and grew. The trouble 
was an unbridled competition of seeds, 
for this soil was already full of weeds 
and thorns. It is a picture of the undis- 
ciplined heart. 

What are the thorns? As Christ Him- 
self explained, they are the everyday 
worries, the glamour of wealth, the pleas- 
ures of life, and all sorts of ambition. 
They may not all be wrong in them- 
selves. But compared with God’s truth, 
they are of minor value. And they crowd 
our hearts to such an extent that the 
new life in Christ is starved and stunted. 
There is time to fret and worry, time 
to get and spend money, time for pleas- 
ure that, while legitimate in itself, be- 
comes wrong when over-indulged, time 
for selfish ambition; and then there is 
little time left for God. Such a person 
is barely alive spiritually. When it comes 
to direction, he has none; spiritually he 
is.at a standstill. In respect to fruit-bear- 
ing, he is barren. Let us not argue 
whether such are saved or lost. Let us 
just remember that it is possible to have 
a saved soul and a lost life and therefore 
finally to stand empty-handed and a- 
shamed before the Lord. 

But there is a fourth kind of hearer. 
They are the good ground, deeply recep- 
tive to the seed, well-disciplined from 
the overgrowth that chokes its healthy 
development. They, our Lord tells us, 
are those who both hear and understand 
the Word of God. And they bear an 


40 


abundant crop, in some cases a hundred 
times, in other cases sixty or thirty times 
what was sown. These are Christians 
who are headed forward, going on in 
productive service. 

Does your life bear any of the fruit of 
the Spirit—love, joy, peace, long suffer- 
ing, gentleness, goodness, faith, meek- 
ness, self-control? Does God’s Word in 
you have roots that go down beneath 
the surface? Are there things you have 
done for Christ that you did not have to 
do in the line of duty—prayer for others, 
kindness to someone in trouble, a wit- 
ness to friends, giving to the ex.=>t of 
giving up something you want for your- 
self? Even in school or college life, there 
is no limit to bearing fruit for Christ. 

The Challenge of the Parable 

These, then, are the four responses, 
and the only four, that we can make to 
the Word of God. But, though they are 
four in number, the parable gives us 
no warrant for thinking that all men, 
in their response to the truth of God, 
are precisely divided into four groups of 
twenty-five per cent each. The cliallenge 
of the sower is simply this: the parable 
shows us what we are doing with the 
Word of God here and now; and in 
showing us this, it reveals the direction 
in which, spiritually, we are headed. And 
this is shown us, so that we may, by 
God’s grace, do something about it. The 
hard wayside can be broken up; the rock 
under the shallow soil can be crushed 
by the Spirit of the living God. By the 
disciplining love of Christ, the distrac- 
tions that steal light and nourishment 
from the seed can be weeded out. It is 
possible for everyone who reads this, no 
matter what his present state of heart, to 
become good ground in which the Word 
of God will bring forth one hundred- 
fold, or sixty, or even thirtyfold. 

“Whither are you bound?” There is 
nothing more important for you right 
now than this question of direction. 

Tradition has it that Peter, the apostle 
to whom we feel closest because of his 
human failings, was in his old age fleeing 
from martyrdom in Rome. Having got 
safely away from the city, he came face 
to face with the Lord Jesus going to 
Rome. Amazed, he asked, “Quo vadis, 
Domine?”—“Lord, whither goest thou?” 
“Back to Rome, to be crucified in your 
place, Peter,” came the answer. Where- 
upon, Peter, strengthened into heroism, 
turned back to his death. 

With you and me, it is also a matter 
of direction, though not in quite the 
same way as it was with Peter. We are 
not running away from martyrdom. Yet 
we may need, just as he did, a radical 
change of direction, a true right-about 
face. 

On the basis of what Christ shows you 
of yourself in the great parable: “Whith- 
er are you bound? Where are you go- 
ing?” END 
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ART THOU HE 
(Continued from page 15) 


walk in a natural body in a natural 
world. You have super-natural power to 
walk in His Spirit—ever being conscious 
of the Holy Spirit’s words, “For I reckon 
that the sufferings of this present time 
are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory which shall be revealed in us” 
(Rom. 8:18). 

As you come before Him reverently 
with all the cares and sorrows and prob- 
lems which beset your daily life, can 
you lift up your hands, your face, your 
heart and say those words our Lord Jesus 
sent to John,’ “And blessed is he whoso- 
ever shall not be offended in me”? 


Lord, when I am weary with toiling 

And burdensome seem Thy com- 
mands, 

If my load should lead to complain- 


ing, 
Lord, show me Thy hands. . . . 
Thy nail-pierced hands, Thy cross- 
torn hands, 


My Saviour, show me Thy hands. 

Christ, if ever my footsteps should 
falter, 

And I be prepared for retreat, 

If desert or thorn cause lamenting, ‘ 

Lord, show me Thy feet. . . . 

Thy bleeding feet, Thy nail-scar- 
red feet, 

Dear Jesus, show me Thy feet. 


My God, dare I show Thee 
My hands and my feet? 
END 
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GOD AND THE IRON CURTAIN 
(Continued from page 11) 
of one’s job and the deprivation of the 
food cards for the employee and _ his 
family. This was tantamount to a death 
sentence because the distribution of 


food was in the hands of the atheistic . 


rulers. 


God Outlawed 


Not long after my arrival in Moscow, 
I was taken on a conducted tour of the 
Cathedral of Christ the Redeemer. This 
was my last chance to see the imposing 
white marble Russian Orthodox Church 
overlooking the Moscow River for it 
had been condemned to be demolished 
in order to make room for the Palace of 
the Soviets. A former American Com- 
munist reported the diabolic cruelty of 
a Soviet official who conscripted the un- 
employed son of an imprisoned Baptist 
minister to participate in this deliberate 
act of vandalism. 

Blasphemy and obscenity were the 
handmaidens of these Draconian laws 
and acts of desecration leveled against 
the children of obedience. Krokodil, 
the Russian Communist equivalent of 
the English magazine, Punch, smeared 
its pages with scurrilous cartoons de- 
picting priests, rabbis, and ministers as 
creatures of gross appetites. Despite my 
halting command of the Russian lanz- 
uage, the effect and purpose of these 
Satanic sketches was not lost on me. 
Placards used in the anti-religious par- 
ades and during the anniversaries of the 
October Revolution and May Day 
sneered at the gospel and the freedom 
it spells for the secular life of the be- 
liever in the nations which-respect it 
even when they do not wholly accept it. 

Despite the severity of its laws, of the 
Iron Curtain it had thrown around its 
subjects, and the control of every avenue 
of communication, the Soviet dictator- 
ship was unable to legislate God out of 
existence as it discovered to its consterna- 
tion. Bitter were the complaints of 
Emelyan Yaroslavsky, leader of the God- 
less Society, after an official census of 
1939 revealed that two-thirds of the 
people in the provinces were still deeply 
religious following twenty years of per- 
secution. Nor did the substitution of 
Lenin and Stalin for the Blessed Saviour 
assuage the spiritual thirst of the im- 
prisoned nation. 

The culmination of the deification of 
Stalin which was begun during the time 
I spent in Moscow was reached in about 
1936. With fulsome praise, the Soviet 
periodical, Komsomolskaya Pravda (The 
Young Communist Truth) expressed 
thanks to the dictator for the “miracles” 
he had performed in the Soviet Union, 
even to the extent of making the grain 
grow. Carried away by his idolatrous 
enthusiasm, the young writer announced 
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that when his future wife would give 
birth to a son, the first words the young- 
ster would be taught to utter would be, 
“Long Live Joseph Stalin!” 

Jumping on the band wagon of pro- 
fanity, the American Communist weekly, 
the New Masses insolently declared in 
its issue of December 22, 1936, the fol- 
lowing: 

“Anticipating Christmas by four days, 
and without benefit of any Star-in-the- 
East guiding wise men to his crib, Joseph 
Djugashvili was born December 21, 1879, 
in Gori, Georgia. Today, the Soviet Star 
guides wise men to the Kremlin and to 
this same Joseph, now surnamed Stalin.” 

Protestantism, which is having a mir- 
aculous revival in the Soviet Union to- 
day, entered the country in a confused 
form in the sixteenth century through 
Moscow. It was heretical rather than 
Scriptural in its tendencies. In the 
eighteenth century German Protestants 
prompted by their differences with the 
home church and the marriage of a full- 
blooded German princess (Catharine the 
Great) to the heir presumptive to the 
Russian throne, left their homeland and 
settled in the Ukraine. It was from their 
descendants that the Russian Baptists, 
the closest to Western Protestantism in 
doctrine and practice, according to Dr. 
Serge Bolshakoff, received their spiritual 
nurture in the nineteenth century. After 
the Baptists, the Evangelicals were the 


most influential Protestants in Russia - 


and at the end of World War I had a 
membership of 1,100,000, according to 
the figures of Paul B. Anderson for the 
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International Missionary Council. Bap- 
tist membership at one time was esti- 
mated at over five million, and survivors 
of the Czarist persecution attended the 
Baptist World Alliance at Philadelphia 
in 1911. 

The treatment of the Russian Protes- 
tants as potential agents of foreign in- 
terventionists, the arrest and execution 
of witnesses for the gospel may have 
driven them to the catacombs of the 
early Christians; they did not destroy 
their enthusiasm for the Lord’s work. 

Practical considerations, the need to 
buy the loyalty of all his subjects in the 
event of war, prompted Stalin, the Rus- 
sian Genghis Khan, to reverse his tac- 
tics. Henceforth Protestant Christians, 
as well as members of other churches, 
could worship openly without fear of 
condemnation to prison, exile, and tor- 
ture in a concentration camp. In 1943, 
two state commissions were created, one 
to deal with the Orthodox Church, the 
other with the non-conformist groups. 
Driven by necessity to patch up their 
differences, the Russian Baptists united 
with the Evangelicals and the Pente- 
costals to form the Council of the 
United Baptists, Evangelical Christians, 
and Pentecostal Churches in the U. S. 
S. R. The government empowered the 
Council through its presbyters and mis- 
sionaries, all registered with the Soviet 
authorities, to act as trustees for the 
communities throughout the land. No 
one may preach in any registered con- 
gregation unless he is provided with a 
license from the chief presbyter of the 
district. 
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Walter O. Lewis, secretary of the Bap- 
tist World Alliance, was unable to find 
out what had happened to 700,000 Rus- 
sian Baptists. These probably had left 
the government-sponsored organization 
and had gone underground. 

The resurgence of Protestant Chris- 
tianity in the Soviet Union was noted by 
two Englishmen and an American re- 
siding in London, after a two weeks’ 
tour of the Soviet Union in the summer 
of 1954. Dr. Ernest Payne, a member of 
the British Baptist Union; Dr. Townley 
Lord, president of the Baptist World 
Alliance; and Mr. Lewis, its American 
secretary, accepted the Soviet-sanctioned 
invitation of the All Soviet Baptist 
Council to visit their churches. During 
their stay the group toured Moscow, 
Leningrad, the Ukraine, and western 
Russia, the last in a government charter- 
ed plane. Among the sights the three 
men witnessed was the baptism of thirty 


young people. 
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With services conducted five nights a 
week, Baptist churches are crowded to 
capacity. A government decree forbids 
the baptism of anybody under twenty- 
five. Despite this ordinance and the ad- 
ditional requirement of the Baptists that 
candidates must first understand and ac- 
cept the complete gospel of sin and 
redemption, of a crucified and risen 
Christ, before they may be admitted to 
the church, there are long waiting lists 
of persons seeking to make a public pro- 
fession of their faith through immersion. 
According to the rather confusing figures 
offered by the Soviet authorities, there 
are 5,400 Baptist churches in the U. S. 
S. R., with 500,000 adherents. In addi- 
tion there are two and a half million 
professing Baptists, but not members of 
the church. 

In a statement of faith made during 
1946 and sent to the American Baptists 
through Dr. L. D. Newton, the Russian 
Baptists declared that it was their con- 
stant prayer that they continue to re- 
ceive the blessings they had acquired at 
the feet of Christ in the “simple room 
of the Jerusalem chamber type” rather 
than in the “ludicrous and costly houses 
of prayer.” Unfortunately, this humble 
simplicity is tempered by an equally 
naive and uncritical faith in the Soviet 
Government as well as a willingness to 
be used by it to issue partisan “peace 
declarations” which in substance merely 
parrot the utterances of the dictatorship 
in its foreign policy. 

Notwithstanding the years of Com- 
munist indoctrination, Stalin, Malenkov, 
and company have not been able to 
quench the Holy Spirit nor satisfy the 
thirst of young party members for the 
truth, God be praised. In its present 
situation of a perpetual cat and mouse 
game with the free world, the Kremlin 
finds it expedient to give the impression 
of religious tolerance. We who are still 
permitted to read our Bible and to ac- 
knowledge the gift of salvation through 
Jesus Christ, should pray with constant 
fervor for a miraculous working of the 
Holy Spirit in our own country. 

END 





FATHER DIVINE 
(Continued from page 9) 


“a sky God,” for them Father Divine is 
all the deity they need or want and 
“Father” has encouraged this concept 
from the very beginning. The faithful 
in the Divine movement all say with 
one accord what their god has taught 
them so well: 

“Bless your holy heart, Father Dear. 
Your children are happy knowing You 
are God at hand and not a sky-God afar 
off.”= Corroborating this statement 
Father Divine once said: 

“Why believe in something that they 
claim to save you after passing from 





this existence to keep you living in pov- 
erty, debauchery, lacks, wants, and limi- 
tations while on this earth you are taber- 
nacling. I will not only lift you as my 
true believers, but I shall lift all human- 
ity from all superstition and cause them 
to forget all about that imaginary God 
I am now eradicating and dispelling 
from the consciousness of the people. 
Aren’t you glad?’’*a 

So it is that Father Divine has ir- 
revocably placed himself in diametric 
opposition to the Biblical revelation of 
God by declaring that not only is the 
concept of an invisible God “supersti- 
tious” and “imaginary,” but that even 
the concept of eternal salvation in Hea- 
ven or retribution in Hell is totally un- 
necessary. Father Divine has therefore 
established literally hundreds of “hea- 
vens” throughout the entire six contin- 
ents where free meals and great banquets 
are served, “Father” himself sometimes 
in personal attendance to receive the 
adoration of his “angels.” In these “hea- 
vens” on earth, so to speak, the inhabi- 
tants live under “ideal” conditions with 
plenty of food, clothing, and shelter for 
which in return they pour into “Fa- 
ther’s” treasury the money they earn 

“working in Father’s world.” The coun- 
terpart of Father’s “heaven"’ is disfavor 
with him‘and separation from his king- 
dom, and this any Divinite will readily 
testify is “hell.” 

Contrary to the teachings of most non- 
Christian cultists, Father Divine de- 
mands complete abstinence from the 
normal marriage relationship between 
husband and wife, thus all married fol- 
lowers sleep in separate dormitories 
with their unmarried fellow workers 
since Father Divine has forbidden mar- 
riage under penalty of excommunica- 
tion. 

It was the apostle Paul who so wisely 
wrote to the faithful Timothy at the 
dawn of the Christian era words which 
have direct bearing upon the personal- 
ity and teachings of Father Divine. Said 
the inspired apostle: 

“Now the Spirit speaks expressly that 
in the latter times some shall depart 
from the faith giving heed to seducing 
spirits and doctrines of devils, speaking 
lies ini hypocrisy having their conscience 
seared with a hot iron forbidding mar- 
riage and commanding to abstain from 
meats ...” (1 Timothy 4:1-8a). 

That Father Divine forbids marriage 
as sinful none will deny, and that this 
places him and his followers in the 
category so clearly described by the Holy 
Spirit through Paul, no intelligent Bible 
student doubts for a minute. It is diffi- 
cult to see then how, in the light of 


these facts, Father Divine can be excused 


5 Advertisement in The New Day as recorded 
in Father Divine, Holy Husband,” Sara Harris, 
p. 66. Doubleday & Co. 
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for his ceaseless blasphemy which had a 
strange beginning some fifty-five years 
ago and now returns to plague the 
strange little man who likes to play at 
being God. 

A Brief History of The Divine 

Movement 

The Rev. M. J. Divine, MS.D., D.D. 
(better known as Father Divine) was 
born some 75 years ago on a plantation 
on Hutchinson Island in the Savannah 
River, in the state of Georgia, of a poor 
Negro family of sharecroppers and was 
given the name George Baker, which is 
all that is known of his origin, or at least 
all he has ever revealed, or that could 
be found out about him.° Little is known 
publicly about George Baker until the 
year 1899 when he made the acquant- 
ance of the Rev. St. John the Vine 
Hickerson, a dynamic Negro mystic, the 
only known living person who knew 
Baker before he became “God.” 

At the time of this meeting both Baker 
and Hickerson were living in Baltimore, 


Maryland, the former working as a gar-- 


dener, the latter as pastor of a church. 
George Baker was a Baptist then .and 
attended a colored Baptist church pas- 
tored by a Rev. Henderson. During his 
stay at Rev. Henderson’s church, Baker 
met Samuel Morris, a mulatto and an 
itinerant preacher of great personal 
magnetism. 

Unlearned as he was, and uninstructed 
in the Word of God, Morris had deduced 
from 1 Corinthians 3:16 which refers to 
believers’ being “the temple of God,” 
that since God dwelt in him, he was 
God and entitled to divine authority.” 

With this odd bit of exegesis Morris 
persuaded George Baker that it was ab- 
solute truth and conferred upon him the 
name of “The Messenger” with the ex- 
alted title “God in the Sonship Degree” 
while he appropriated the name “Father 
Jehovia.” This team lasted until 1908 
when St. John the Vine Hickerson threw 
in his lot with them and for four years 
they were the most colorful trio ever to 
have graced the unlucky city of Balti- 
more. 

In the year 1912, however, dissension 
split the ranks of the group, Hickerson 
insisting that he was as much “god” as 
Morris, though at the time Baker was 
perfectly content to retain his “God in 
the Sonship Degree.” With the departure 
of Hickerson, Baker apparently decided 
he was entitled to be “god” if Hicker- 
son and Morris were, so he shortly there- 
after left Morris and headed south where 
in 1914 in Valdosta, Georgia, he was ar- 
rested and incarcerated in the local jail 
pending trial as a .“public menace.” 
Since Baker refused to give his right 
name, the court writ stated “the People 
vs. John Doe, Alias God.” 

® Father Divine, ue” Husband, Sara Harris, 
Doubleday & Co., 1953, p. 18. 


? Father Divine, Holy Oehend, Sara Harris, 
Doubleday & Co., 1953, pp. 13-16. 
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The final outcome of this action was | 


that the jury found Baker “guilty” and 

“not crazy enough to be sent to the 
State Sanitarium but crazy enough to 
be ordered to leave the State of Georgia 
at once.”® 

Thus it was that the future “god” 
made a hurried exodus from the un- 
grateful state of Georgia. 

From Valdosta, George Baker led his 
little band of followers to New York 
City where he arrived in 1915 and 
promptly sought out Hickerson, then 
pastor of a successful work “the Church 
of the Living God” on 41st Street. Dur- 
ing the months that followed, Baker 
learned methods of organization from 
Hickerson, and though terribly lacking 
in formal education, Baker was an apt 
pupil in the art of studying for “god- 
hood.” 

Shortly after his arrival in New York, 
Baker married one of his faithful Val- 
dosta followers, Peninah or “Sister 
Penny” as she was called and in keep- 
ing with his ban on sex, Baker and she 
slept in separate rooms all the days of 
their married life together. By this time, 
the faithful numbered nearly two dozen 
and Baker began to feel crowded, so 
after much deliberation, he bought for 
$2,500 a 2-story frame house, 72 Macon 
Street, in the white community of Say- 
ville, Long Island, and proceeded to 
move in. The deed to this house carries 
the names of Major J. Devine and his 
wife, Peninah, and here it was, history 
tells us, that George Baker took the 
second step toward the title “Father 
Divine.” 

During Major Devine’s stay in Say- 
ville, things were anything but tranquil 
for not only did the neighbors object to 
colored persons living next to them but 
they strenuously objected to the bus 
loads of Harlemites the Major trans- 
ported each week-end to Sayville for 
his lavish banquets. As the clock of time 
ticked on, the year 1930 found Major 
Devine riding the crest of a Harlem 
popularity wave, for in the midst of the 
great depression and the stock crash of 
1929, there were many empty stomachs 
in Harlem which when filled prompted 
their owners to hail the benefactor as 
divine. In keeping with this trend in 
thinking, George Baker, alias Major 
Devine, took the final step up the ladder 
of success and proclaimed himself 
“Tather Divine,” Saviour of the Negro 
race and of the world at large. 

In the wake of this astounding de- 
velopment, the Sayville neighbors of 
Father Divine could stand no more of 
his swelling followers who chanted into 
the night songs of adoration to Divine, 
and so on Sunday, November 15, 1931, 
Father Divine’s Sayville home was raided 
and Divine arrested along with eighty of 


8 Father Divine, Holy Husband, Sara Harris, 
Doubleday & Co., 1953, p. 18. 
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his followers on a charge of “disturbing 
the peace.” 

On May 24, 1932, George Baker, alias 
Father Divine went on trial before Su- 
preme Court Justice Lewis J. Smith in 
Mineola, Long Island, charged with be- 
ing a public nuisance. Judge Smith show- 
ed Divine no mercy whatever, and cer- 
tainly no respect for his deity by can- 
celing his bail and confining him to the 
county jail for the period of the trial. 
After many pages of testimony in this 
trial, Father Divine was found “guilty as 
charged,” but a recommendation of len- 
iency was made and duly ignored by 
Judge Smith who sentenced him to one 
year in jail and a five hundred dollar 
fine. _ 

For Father Divine and his movement, 
this might have spelled sudden disaster 
had not a most peculiar event occurred 
which transformed defeat into victory 
and proved the turning point in the 
career of Father Divine. 

On the Wednesday following the 
Saturday that Judge Smith pronounced 
sentence on Divine, His Honor was 
stricken with a fatal heart attack and 
died. He was only fifty years old and 
apparently in perfect health. 

This tragic occurrence was trumpeted 
abroad by the followers of Divine as the 
result of Judge Smith’s disobedience to 
the Divine commands and his prejudice 
against “Father.” That Judge Smith was 
prejudiced there can be no doubt for 
Divine’s conviction was reversed by a 
higher court and “Father” freed to the 
unbounded joy of the faithful on June 
24, 1932. From this time forward, Father 
Divine rose in prominence, wealth, and 
power until today he controls over seven 
million dollars in property and cash, 
and the souls of almost a million per- 
sons. 

Father Divine has had other skirmishes 
with legal authorities throughout the 
years, but no one, including the Bureau 
of Internal Revnue, has ever been able 
to prove that Divine owns anything or 
that he has profited personally from the 
contributions made to his movement. 

Father Divine, however, lives like the 
“god” his followers contend he is, and 
possesses many highly expensive auto- 
mobiles, homes, apartments, and clothes, 
etc., befitting his position. On one oc- 
casion, process servers were assaulted by 
the “faithful” who resisted their invasion 
of Father’s heaven, stabbing one and 
assaulting another. Father Divine was 
also caught in a Milford, Connecticut, 
coal bin in the middle thirties where 
he was attempting to hide from legal 
representatives bent on discussing his 
activities. To this very day, Divine can 
enter New York only on Sundays, the 
only day process servers cannot perform 
their duty. 

In recent months, Father Divine made 
headlines by cursing the New Jersey 
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Turnpike which had been inconsiderate 
enough to ticket him for riding in a 
private limuosine well over the prescrib- 
ed speed limit. As a result of this “curse” 
none of Divine’s followers can travel the 
turnpike, and every time an accident 
happens, they point to it as evidence of 
“Father’s justice.” 

In concluding this brief survey of the 
Divine movement, it should be noted 
that refutation of Father Divine’s views 
is totally unnecessary since the Scrip- 
tures clearly teach us that “God is Spirit 
and they that worship him must worship 
him in Spirit and in truth” (John 4:24). 

The educational background of Father 
Divine rules out any possibility that he 
is capable of formulating a systematic 
theology in any way bearing a resem- 
blance to that which is revealed in the 
Bible. Father Divine has claimed that 
he is Christ; he has claimed that he is 
God, the Father, and he has claimed that 
he is the Holy Spirit. He applies all 
Biblical texts referring to deity to him- 
self, hence it is perfectly valid to deduce 
that he considers himself Saviour of 
men, and God in the fullest sense of the 
term. It is claimed by the followers 
of Father Divine that he died nineteen 
hundred years ago in the form of Jesus 
of Nazareth on Calvary’s cross and fur- 
ther that all miraculous events in the 
Scriptures are the results of his “Pres- 
ence.” 

In direct opposition to this indescrib- 
able portrait of human egotism and 
blasphemy, the Scriptures declare most 
pointedly the invisible nature of Al- 
mighty God and the fact that He took 
the form of man once and for all time 
in Jesus Christ (John 1:14) for the re- 
demption of the sins of man. We are 
distinctly enjoined countless times to 
beware of “false Christs and false prop- 
hets who shall come in sheep’s clothing 
but inwardly they are ravening wolves,” 
and that the seal of their blasphemous 
apostasy would be their denial of “the 
only Lord God and our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

Father Divine, or George Baker, has 
committed the unpardonable sin of blas- 
phemy against the Holy Spirit; he has 
claimed to be what his own soul knows 
he is not, and it is as certain as the rising 
of the sun that this squat five-foot, bald, 
African must some day answer for the 
terrible delusions he has foisted on the 
minds of almost a million persons. The 
words of the Lord, “I am Jehovah, that 
is my name and my glory I will not give 
to another (Isaiah 42:8) are Father 
Divine’s sentence, for he has usurped 
the glory which belong only to God, 
and upon the death of his mortal form 
which he claims will never die, the world 





and all his followers will know that he is | 


a deceiver and an “enemy of all right- 
eousness” even as the Scriptures have 
foretold. EnpD 





SCIENCE AND SCRIPTURE 
(Continued from page 5) 


mony between Biblical statements and 
science through careful exegesis and 
comparison. In essence, Dr. Ramm’s view 
of science and Scripture seems to be 
that there is really no problem since 
the Bible is prescientific and science is 
a-theological. 

The main difficulty with this solution, 
of course, is how to separate the cultural 
from the transcultural in the Bible. 
“There is no clear, precise rule,” Dr. 
Ramm admits, comparing the Biblical 
problem with that encountered by the 
classicists’ in determining the same cul- 
tural-transcultural divisions in Greek 
and Medieval writing. “That is an art 
and a skill developed from . . . learn- 
ing.” 

Bultmann seems to have carried the 
idea too far, for he decided that the 
whole New Testament was prescientific 
—therefore mythical.* This extreme view 
seems to indicate that Dr. Ramm’s solu- 
tion is essentially rationalistic. And this 
particular remedy for an obscurantist 
hyperorthodoxy seems disquietingly sim- 
ilar to the neo-orthodox remedy for lib- 
eralism’s rejection of the Old Testa- 
ment on critical grounds. 

(In a recent book—Trends and Fron- 
tiers of Religious Thought, Board of 
Education, Methodist Church*—L. Har- 
old DeWolf of Boston University made 
the following significant comment: 
“Some tendencies toward mediation are 
appearing in unlikely places . . . The 
most intransigent movement among 
Protestant theologians has been the 
fundamentalist. Yet in that movement 
: acknowledged and _ influential 
leaders . . . are making significant con- 
ciliatory gestures toward their more lib- 
eral contemporaries.”) 

The reviewer does not imply that Dr. 
Ramm considers the Bible a book full 
of errors. The opposite is true, for the 
author states that the Biblical references 
to nature are “remarkably free from er- 
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ror.” As to why this is true, he quotes 
J. W. Dawson as follows: 

(1) The Hebrews drew their illus- 
trations from Nature rather than from 
art or literature. 

(2) The Hebrews did not theorize 
about Nature, but attributed all natural 
effects to God’s will. 

(3) As monotheists, the Hebrews 
were free from mythology and supersti- 
tion, including natural mythology. 

(4) Since they believed God created 
Nature, the Hebrews did not worship 
Nature.*° 

But in each instance how do we ex- 
plain why the Hebrew people were of 
such an unusual character, rather than 
of the warp and woof of their times? 
Surely Dawson’s reasons satisfy neither 
logic (being themselves unexplained ef- 
fects) nor Biblical theology. 

The historic Christian answer to the 
question, “Why were the Biblical refer- 
ences to nature so remarkably free from 
error?” is that God revealed Himself to 
the Hebrews through writers whom He 
inspired. The source of the Old Testa- 
ment (God) explains its freedom from 
errors in reference to nature. The mes- 
sage and nature of His work of inspir- 
ation determined the character of the 
Hebrew people’s beliefs rather than the 
other way around. 

The Hebrews had no innate mono- 
theism—instead they seemed to have a 
recurring bent toward the idolatry and 
superstition of neighboring nations (Ex- 
odus 32 and scores of other references). 

But the Bible, as might be expected 
if God inspired the writers, is more than 
merely “free from errors” concerning 
nature. The Old Testament contains 
positive teaching which anticipated 
modern science and extra-Biblical dis- 
covery. Dr. Ramm’s book seems to be 
lacking in a recognition of this point— 
possibly because of the scholar’s wariness 
lest the unlearned strain exegesis and 
credibility by finding every modern dis- 
covery, including television, in the 
Bible! Surely, we can sympathize with 
Dr. Ramm’s guarded attitude in view of 
past abuses in this field. But the omis- 
sion is still there. Without doubt some 
contemporary Christians in science re- 
fuse to admit the possibility that the 
Bible contains any scientific information 
beyond the very limited general knowl- 
edge at the times the books were writ- 
ten. Such an attitude on the part of 
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scientists seems dangerously akin to the 
attitude of non-evangelical theologians 
who deny the possibility of prophecy 
prior to the occurrence of the event. In 
both instances the basis seems to be 
naturalistic. 

The late Dr. Rendle Short, professor 
of surgery in the University of Bristol 
(England), commented upon the re- 
markable public health knowledge con- 
tained in the Old Testament Levitical 
Code. “It is not to be expected on or- 
dinary grounds that a small secluded 
nation like the Hebrews, lately come 
out of the desert, would have any better 


11 Modern Discovery and the Bible (1949), pp. 


120ff. 


ideas of health and disease than were 
current amongst peoples with a great 
civilization like that of Egypt. It is the 
more surprising, therefore, to find in the 


‘Old Testament the observation of dis- 


ease so accurate, and the sanitary science 
so much in accord with. modern knowl- 

Among Dr. Short’s examples of mod- 
ern public health theories and practices 
which were clearly described in the Old 
Testament was the safe disposal of sew- 
age: 

“Water-borne and fly-borne diseases, 
such as dysentery and enteric fever, have 
been the scourge of armies in the field 
even more than of stationary popula- 
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tions. In the South African War the loss 
of life from these diseases was greater 
than from wounds. It was not until the 
Great War of 1914-18 that effectual pre- 
cautions were put into practice. Yet all 
through the centuries the remedy was 
ready to hand, if the generals had trou- 
bled to read their Bibles, and to observe 
the directions given for the disposal of 
excreta by burial (Deut. 23:12-14).” 

The conclusion of this dependable 
scientist and Christian as to the Bible's 
relation to an area of science with 
which he was thoroughly familiar was 
as follows: “. . . all these principles are 
so free from paganism and magic, are 
so simple, so scientific, so neglected for 
centuries, only to be rediscovered with- 
in our own lifetime, so little likely to 
be due to the observation of a people 
as primitive as the Israelites a thousand 
or fifteen hundred years before Christ, 
that we must surely conclude that the 
writers had a special revelation from 
God. Yet some say that the Bible is full 
of scientific errors!” 

Was the flood described in Genesis 6 
merely a local event, involving only the 
Mesopotamian Valley and its inhabi- 
tants—or was it a catastrophe which de- 
stroyed at the very least the whole hu- 
man race (which might not yet have 
spread out, for instance, to Australasia)? 

In Dr. Ramm’s opinion, the former is 
the correct view, even though it may not 
agree with the language of the Biblical 
description: “If the flood is local though 
spoken of in universal terms, so the de- 
struction of man is local though spoken 
of in universal terms.”** 

Dr. Ramm correctly states that it is 
not a question of what God can or can- 
not do; instead it is a question of what 
God did do. He concludes that it is a 
problem of interpretation to decide 
what God actually did. 

But interpretation’s starting point is 
surely the words that were used, and 
the language which is used here is quite 
clear (as Dr. Ramm seems to admit in 
the previous quotation). The Bible says 
that the flood was universal. But, says 
Dr. Ramm, “the deluge was universal 
as far as the area and observation and 
information of the narrator extended.” 
(He also gives Biblical evidence that 
“all” is sometimes used in a generaliz- 
ing sense, rather than meaning “every 
last one.”)* 

At this point, aithough the author 
claims that inspiration is not- involved 
—only interpretation—we have met one 
of the basic problems which could con- 
ceivably change evangelical Christian- 
ity’s view of Scripture and inspiration. 
If the Biblical narrator presented an er- 
roneous view of the flood’s universality 
in. language which convinced readers 
that mankind was destroyed until mod- 
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ern geology showed that it was merely 
local, can we any longer honestly claim 
to believe that divine inspiration has 
protected the whole Bible from error? 

It seems to this reviewer that any 
method of interpretation which denies 
the universality of the flood and yet 
manages to preserve belief in the error- 
less nature of the Biblical record tends 
to an irrational position. As J. Gresham 
Machen put it, “In view of this modern 
are of ‘interpretation,’ one may almost 
wonder whether the lofty human gift of 
speech has not become entirely useless.” 

Here we are dealing with no rickety 
superstructure which Price or Rimmer 
may have built upon the rock beneath; 
instead we may be facing a fissure in the 
rock itself. 

Further, if the lack of modern scienti- 
fic corroboration of the universal flood 
leads us to abandon the clear language 
of Scripture, how can we logically main- 
tain our belief in the at least equally 
difficult and similarly uncorroborated 
story that a man who had been in a 
grave three days dead came forth alive. 
Dr. Ramm will no doubt maintain his 
own faith in Jesus Christ, in the inspir- 
ation of the Word, in the Virgin Birth, 
and in other areas which shines from 
this book and his life. But the test of 
the Biblical nature of the theory will 
come in the next generation if this view 
sweeps the evangelical field.** 

The Christian View of Science and 
Scripture reflects the changing attitude 
among evangelical Christians toward 
evolution (whether it is called theistic 
evolution, progressive creation, or some 
other name). 

In a recent New York Herald Tribune 
review of Apes, Angels and Victorians, 
by William Irvine, Joseph Wood Krutch 
commented as follows: “His [Darwin’s] 
theory was anti-religious, not merely in 
a sectarian sense, but absolutely and 
completely. It banished not.only God 
but whatever might be called God-like 
in man himself . . . Perhaps the re- 
ligionists were nearer fight than the 
evolutionists in their estimate of what 
the consequences would be of accepting 
this documentation as final. Perhaps, in- 
deed, we have not yet experienced those 
consequences to the full. And the grand 
question today is this: Do all the detail- 
ed errors and inadequacies of Darwin's 
theory as time has revealed them add up 
to enough to justify us in questioning 
the mechanistic hypothesis itself? Mr. 
Irvine seems to think that they do not. 
So perhaps do the majority of contem- 
porary biologists. But not all of them 
are quite so sure as they once were.” 

Dr. Ramm seems to appreciate the 
danger, warning that “If evolution be 
used so as to relativize all ethics, logic, 
4 john Lay B ¥ one thus: “Lord, deliver me 





beauty, and religion, and to completely 
animalize man, we can judge only that 
it must be severely scolded by evangeli- 
cal Christianity.”** 

For many readers, the fall will prove 
one of the least satisfying sections in 
Dr. Ramm’s book. According to Dr. 
Ramm’s interpretation, “Ideal condi- 
tions existed only in the Garden. There 
was disease and death and bloodshed 
in Nature long before man sinned. As 
we have shown in the chapter on geol- 
ogy, we cannot attribute all this death, 
disease, and bloodshed to the fall of 
Satan. Certainly the Scriptures do not 
teach that death entered the world 
through Satan!’** 

Carnivorousness is defended by Dr. 
Ramm as an element in a “ ”” crea- 
tion—not caused by Satan’s fall, but 
showing the “magnificent balance of Na- 
ture.”** But what about the predictive 
prophecies of the coming time when the 
lion and lamb shall lie down together? 
Regardless of one’s millennial views, 
this seems to indicate a lack of carnivor- 
ousness in the perfect new creation. And 
in connection with the over-all prob- 
lem, how does Dr. Ramm work such 
teaching as Romans 8:22 (“the whole 
creation groaneth and travaileth in pain 
together until now’’) into his system? 

The following from J. S. Whale is 
quoted by Dr. Ramm without comment: 
“The idea of a Fall from an original 
state of perfection is really a limiting 
conception, a theological Grenzbegriff. 
It is not a scientific statement about the 
dawn of history. The Fall is symbolism, 
necessary to the intellect, but incon- 
ceivable by the imagination. It involves 
no scientific description of absolute be- 
ginnings. Eden is on no map, and 
Adam’s fall fits no historical calendar. 
Moses is not nearer to the Fall than we 
are because he lived three thousand 
years before our time. The Fall refers 
not to some datable aboriginal calamity 
in the-historic past of humanity, but to 
a dimension of human experience which 
is always present—namely, that we who 
have been created for fellowship with 
God repudiate it continually; and that 
the whole of mankind does this along 
with us. Every man is his own “Adam,” 
and the status perfectionis is not a per- 
iod of history, but our “memory” of a 
divinely intended quality of life, given 
to us along with our consciousness of 
guilt. It is, to quote Althaus, “nicht 
historischer sonder wesentlicher Art”; 
that is, it describes the quality rather 
than the history of man’s first disobedi- 
ence. 

“Man’s tragic apostasy from God is 
not something which happened once for 
all a long time ago. It is true in every 


moment of existence. If you believe in 
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the Creation, you must go on to believe 
in the Fall. The symbolism of the one 
is a necessary complement to the sym- 
bolism of the other.””** 

In the next paragraph, Dr. Ramm— 
again without disapproval or approval 
—quotes Alan Richardson, including the 
following statement: “Hence these chap- 
ters [Genesis 1-11] have an existential 
not scientific character.”?® 

Surely it is a serious oversight on Dr. 
Ramm’s part not to declare himself on 
teaching such as this, striking at the 
heart of the historic Christian faith as it 
does. The reader should know the auth- 
or’s opinion. 

In discussing “the debt of theology to 
science,” Dr. Ramm affirms: “[Science’s] 
influence on theology has been most sal- 
utary.”*° Martin Luther’s Table Talk 
provides Dr. Ramm’s illustration at this 
particular point. The quotation is Luth- 
er’s confident assertion of the curative 
powers to be found in various types of 
manure, placed there by God. 

But what possible connection. is there 
between this erroneous idea of Martin 
Luther concerning manure and his the- 
ology? Surely it cannot be said to dis- 
credit his theology, which was after all 
derived from the Bible—although, un- 
fortunately, his medicine was not. Nor 
can the modern discovery of the true 
nature of manure be said to indebt the- 
ology to science. 

As men, Christians—including theolo- 
gians—are indebted to the scientists—in- 
cluding Christians—who have pushed 
back the boundaries of human ignor- 
ance. Yet the Bible-believing Christian 
(and this is of supreme and foundation- 
al importance in the development of a 
Christian view of science) will not pri- 
marily credit “science” for such ad- 
vances, but will credit God, the source 
of all knowledge. 

That God in our day has given men 
an accretion of knowledge from past 
generations, that He has given them 
minds to investigate, that He has placed 
them in a society where investigation 
is encouraged: these things should cause 
the Christian to glorify God—not “sci- 
ence.” The brain which theorized E = 
MC?’ was created by God; was formed 
by’ God in the enlightened twentieth 
century; was developed in one of the 
most scientific countries of the world; 
was given refuge in another country 
which had sympathy for the scientist’s 
persecuted race. The fact that the very 
same brain also denied the existence of 
a Personal God does not alter the fact 
of its dependence upon God, nor does 
it cause Christians to credit “science.” 
Only if there is truth which does not 
have its source and end in God can 
theology be said to owe a debt to Ein- 
. BP. Ba 344 
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stein. As Christians we believe that all 
truth is God's truth; therefore Einstein 
owed a debt to God as a scientist which 
he evidently never paid. 

The inherent dualism of Dr. Ramm 
at this point is quite unsatisfactory to 
the Christian. 

‘fruth is truth and error is error, for 
Christian and non-Christian, scientist 
and non-scientist alike. The fact that 
Christians may have all the unscientific 
views of the times—would it not be bet- 
ter to say that Christians knew no more 
about science than their contemporar- 
ies?—does not discredit the Bible. Even 
if Christians interpreted Scripture to 
prove “science” which turned out to be 
erroneous, interpretation without a firm 
basis does not injure the Bible. Of 
course if erroneous ideas were clearly 
taught in the Bible, they would be in- 
jurious; thus the significance of whether 
the flood was universal or not. Only if 
the Bible clearly teaches error, is it in- 
jured. 

Dr. Ramm almost seems to present 
Christians as standing in a solid bloc, 
opposing science. “Painkillers and an- 
aesthesia were considered man’s sinful 
devices of avoiding the curse of the 
Fall,” says Dr. Ramm.** That is all he 
says. What he does not tell us is that 
Sir James Y. Simpson, Scotland’s most 
outstanding medical man of his day and 
the first to anaesthetize with chloroform, 
was an equally outstanding Christian. 
(After his death, Simpson’s well-worn 
Bible was found to have been marked 
in the margin of Isaiah 53: “He was 
wounded for my transgressions, he was 
bruised for my iniquities . . .”)** 

“Vaccination was considered the work 
of the devil and a blasphemy against 
God,” writes Dr. Ramm. But again he 
omits the highly significant information 
that Louis Pasteur, who devised the in- 
oculation procedure, was also a Christ- 
ian. (Pasteur: “Believe me, in the face 
of these great problems . . . there are 
only two attitudes of mind: one created 
by faith, the belief in a solution given 
by Divine revelation; and that of tor- 
menting the soul by the pursuit of im- 
possible explanations.”)** 

This is not to say that Christians were 
always the outstanding scientists (al- 
though a good argument could be fram- 
ed on the debt of modern science to 
Christianity—and should certainly be in- 
cluded in such a definitive work as this, 
instead of being disregarded). In every 
century there have been Christians who 
were scientists and Christians who were 
obscurantists. Battles were fought be- 
tween truth and error, and Christians 
were on both sides of the battles. The 
Papal Church may have been usually 


21 For a statement of this position, see Gacbelei 





on the side of what turned out to be er- 
ror, as in the oft-quoted Copernican in- 
stance, but should the Bible-believing 
Christian take a position which tends to 
identify the Papacy with God’s infallible 
Word? Who will say that the Bible is 
harmed by the fact that some Christians 
through the centuries were on the side 
of error? As well say that Dr. Ramm’s 
own theology is harmed because of his 
erroneous views, in a book which gives 
scientists finality, of the derivation of 
Latin and Greek from Sanskrit and his 
reference to ziggurats.** 

“Revelation needs the perspectives of 
science,” writes Dr. Ramm.** According 
to Biblical and historical usage of the 
word, revelation comes directly from 
God and is not discoverable by the nat- 
utal mind of man. Therefore how can 
revelation need anything which man can 
add? At this point if Dr. Ramm is using 
terms in their historic sense, the doctrine 
of God surely suffers. 


And what illustration does Dr. Ramm 
give for this “necessity”? “In view of 
the data of modern astronomy we must 
greatly enlarge our idea of the immen- 
sity, infinity, and eternity of God.”*"—But 
this is true only if “our idea” was pre- 
viously limited (if, for instance, we had 
adopted Brightman’s concept of the 
“finite God”). Does Rr. Ramm mean 
that we now understand that God is 
larger than all the galaxies put together? 
St. Paul had no knowledge of modern 
astronomy; was his idea of God limited 
and provincial? This reviewer would 
choose St. Paul’s idea of God any day 
in preference to that of the most en- 
lightened contemporary scientist—even 
though he might be a Christian. 

The reviewer recalls Christian fellow- 
ship with Dr. Ramm at an Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship conference on Cata- 
lina Island during the summer of 1952, 
and blessing through his ministry and 
personal conversations. He, therefore, 
would greatly regret the conclusion of 
any reader that this critical review re- 
presents anything other than an imper- 
sonal analysis of Dr. Ramm’s views on the 
particular subject covered in this book. 

But as Dr. Ramm himself has demon- 
strated-in his consideration of the posi- 
tions held by Rimmer, et al., hard and 
honest criticism is needed rather than 
generalities and undiscerning praise 
when we are dealing with ideas of such 
magnitude (actual and potential). Per- 
sonal friendship and respect for an ac- 
knowledged Christian scholar must both 
yield to an appraisal of his views. 

Theologians and scientists—and book 
reviewers—may be wrong. It is at all 
times necessary to remember that our 
faith “does not stand in the wisdom of 
man, but in the power of God.” — END 
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